
WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE 

We had an exciting Advent season at Emmanuel! Right after Thanksgiving, the children and youth put 
together Advent wreaths. We placed one wreath in each atrium and the youth room. The youth delivered 
the remaining wreaths to Oakmont and Brookdale assisted living homes.  
 
The children dressed up as Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, and sheep to tell the story of the birth of 
Jesus. The story was narrated by Milly Rainero, Lana Lavinder, and Bree Adams. We wanted to highlight 
that the season of Advent is a time of waiting, so the story of Jesus’s birth ended with the arrival of the 
shepherds.  

 
On Christmas Eve, Father Joe and I joined our younger children to talk about the biggest gift of all: the birth 
of Jesus. Thank you to John Ed and Jackie Fuller for the plush nativity set. The children really enjoyed being 
an actual part of the Nativity and it brings to life much of the work we do in the atrium.  
 

Epiphany Sunday, January 6, the children dressed up as wise men (and women!) to bring gifts to the 
creche. They were joined by a throng of angels and maybe even some angelic camels!  
 
Right before the Gospel reading, the children joined the choir to remind us, with bells ringing, to “Go Tell it 
On the Mountain that Jesus Christ is born!” 

 
Thank you to everyone who makes this work possible. If you are interested in the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd ministry, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!      Adriel 
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MESSENGER 

From the Director of Children’s Ministries 
SATURDAY 
SERVICE 

5:00 p.m. Rite II 
Holy Eucharist 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
8:00 a.m. Rite I 
Holy Eucharist 

 

10:30 a.m. Rite II  
Holy Eucharist 

 

SUNDAY 
FAITH FORMATION 

9:30 a.m.  
 

WEDNESDAY 
12:15 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist &  
Prayers for Healing 

Bledsoe Chapel 
 

Choir 
7:00 p.m.  

 

THURSDAY 
Lectionary Study 

10 a.m. 



Acolyte Training—Sunday, February 3 
We will meet in the church after the  

10:30 liturgy for acolyte training.  
 

This includes both new  
and current acolytes.  

 

Lunch will be provided. For more 
information contact Adriel at 

emmanuelforma@gmail.com  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd follows the liturgical year. 
As we enter a brief moment of ordinary time, here are some 
plans we have for this time and the upcoming Lenten 
season. Please feel free to contact Father Joe, Adriel or 
Stephanie if you have questions about any of these 
activities! If you have children in the nursery or CGS, we 
encourage you to sign up on the Remind app if you have not 
already. Please ask Adriel for details. 
 
The choir is hosting a fundraiser dinner for the Mary 
Landrum Fund on Friday, February 15 at 6pm. The children 
have been invited to join in song. Stephanie will rehearse 
the song with the children after the 10:30 liturgy on January 
27 and February 10. She will also rehearse with the 
children after the 10:30 liturgy just a few minutes one or 
two Sundays during Lent for a song that is part of the Easter 
Sunday liturgy. All children are invited to participate. 
 
We have several children who have expressed interest in 
learning to acolyte. Acolytes perform a variety of duties as 
they assist the celebrant during the liturgy. Father Joe and 
Adriel are hosting a training session February 3 after the 
10:30 liturgy. We invite all current and interested acolytes 
to join us. If you are a current acolyte, we would love for you 
to be there to share your knowledge and experience with 
our new acolytes. We are also in need of an adult to assist 
the children in their acolyte duties on Sunday during the 
10:30 liturgy. Please talk to Father Joe or Adriel if you are 
interested! There is also an Emmanuel Acolytes Facebook 
page that Adriel can add you to if you are interested.  
 
At the end of February, Anna Hurdle, a Catechist and 
Formation leader (as well as Montessori teacher) from St. 
Peter’s Episcopal Church in Charlotte, NC will visit with 
current Catechists for a refresher training. You do not have 

to have a child in the atrium to be part of this ministry! One 
distinguishing characteristic of the CGS is its call to adults – 
married, single, with or without children – we are called to 
look at and listen to the children and allow them to lead us 
to God. 
 
The Shrove Tuesday dinner is March 5; we hope that you 
will join us – the youth and the older CGS children will be 
assisting with activities.  
 
Though Lent can be a challenging season to talk about, 
including children in this conversation is essential to their 
formation. This year, we are planning to explore the themes 
of Lent on Wednesday nights (while the adults are meeting) 
through an activity called Resurrection Eggs. Each week, we 
will read the related scripture and the children will have a 
chance to create an object that corresponds to that reading 
that will go inside the plastic egg. Exploration of the story in 
this way will give the children a chance to wonder about the 
ministry of Jesus on earth and they will be able to take this 
work home with them at the end to return to anytime. This 
study will also deepen the wonder and emphasize themes 
that we work with in CGS, “The Good Shepherd, “gives his 
life for his sheep,” and he came so that “they may have life, 
and have it abundantly”; the parable announces to us a 
plentitude of love that coincides with a plentitude of life . . . 
. The Good Shepherd gives himself to his sheep: he gives 
his concern, his presences, his guidance, consummating 
this dedication in death, a death that however brought him 
to the resurrection” (Religious Potential of the Child, p 26). 
 
These are just a few of the activities we have planned for 
the coming year. Thank you for your support of this ministry! 
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Faith Formation 



From the Christmas Dinner Committee 
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers that generously donated their time to help with the 2018 Christmas Community 
Dinner. As always, it was a joyful event. We saw some familiar faces but also had some newcomers. A special thanks to 
Stephanie and Chris Yoder for the always fabulous music and to all of you who contributed desserts. The call went out, you 
responded in big-hearted fashion, and we are extremely appreciative. We are already planning ways to make 2019 even 
better. Each year we discover another thing or two we can do to make the dinner run more efficiently. If you have any 
suggestions for the Christmas Dinner committee, or you want to throw your name in the hat for 2019, please see Sharon 
Kyser, Fred Knickerbocker, or Candy Snodgrass (2019 Senior Warden).  
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Events and Updates 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
 

Tuesday, March 5     6:00 p.m. 
 

Parish Hall 
 

Join us for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner!.  
There will be homemade pancakes, games, activities, and prizes.  

You won't want to miss this.  

Valentine’s Dinner and Music 
Benefit for the Mar  Landr m Fund 

Friday, Febr ar  15 
 

The evening begins with Hors d’oeuvres  

at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall 
 

Ar ba... Jamaica...? If you're looking to be whisked away to a t opical 

destination, come on out for our annual Valentine's Dinner! We have a 

number of g eat acts that you won't want to miss!   



 4 Tom Hairston 
 5 Dan Bieger 
 6 Susan Knickerbocker 
11 Rowan Sullivan 
12 Morgan Armstrong 
  Tommy Curtin 
14 John Ed Fuller 
16 Adrianne Hess 
  Emma Jones 
17 Shawna Knickerbocker 
  Matt Lavinder 
19 Chris Yoder 
20 Maggie Green 
21 George Miller 
  Lisa Tickle 
23 Moseley Snyder 
24 Joe Dunagan 
28 Ron Hurst 
29 John Harty 
  Lee Wampler 
25 Candy & Snodgrass  
 

 3 Greg Oakley, Ed Powers 
  Nat Powers 
 4 Holston Knickerbocker 
 7 Carol Biegler, Lynn Powers 
 8 Brian Knickerbocker 
 9 Taylor Bettis, Dean Tillison 
11 Alethia Haynes 
12 Daniel Bieger 
13 Jane Bachman 
14 Aly Fuller 
15 Sara Beth Versteegen 
16 Shannon Vance 
17 Briana Hardee 
18 Hagan Oakley 
20 Elaine Griffin., Allen Rushing 
25 Chris Horner, James Webb 
26 Cheryl Hanzlik, Ronan King 
  Carl Moore, John Tickle 
28 June Hallums, Larry Kiser 
  Lana Lavinder 
29 Fran McGlothlin 

BIRTHDAYS 
 JANUARY  FEBRUARY 

 6 Linda & Mike Riley 
 8 Audra & Blair Jones 
12 Doris & Bill Hagey 
25 Candy & Snodgrass  
 

 9 Beth & Tom Rogers 
12 Ann & John Tickle 
19 Chris & Larry Kuhnert 
20 Liz & Leno Rainero 
28 Janice & Larry Kiser 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
 JANUARY  FEBRUARY 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Jack Aaron, Paull Anderson, David Atwell, Kingston Baker, Ruby Barber, 
Diane Bedwell, Gary Bedwell, Shelby, Doug, Carol Biegler, Eda Brink, 
Barbara Bunn, Cindy, Charlie Callahan, Ben Crenshaw, Horace 
Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Ivy Daniels, Micah Deyton, Marty Eisenhart, 
John Hagey, Devin Williams Hancock, Bertha Holloman, Hilary Hurst, 
Ron Hurst, Michael Johnston, Joe Kurre, Amber McLeroy, Landon 
McNew, Chris Mallin, George Miller, Nona Morgan, Jud Powers, Jack 
Presnell, Julia Rainero, Jan Ransom (June Hallum’s brother), Jan 
Ransom (June Hallum’s niece), Rick Rimer, Joyce Rodgers, Robert 
Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma Shew, Sharon Slaughter, Anne Stuart, 
Sarfraz Zaidi 

January/February 2019 Calendar 
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Sunday, January 27–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a;  
Luke 4:14-21; Psalm 19 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................................................................... TBD 
10:30 a.m. Lector ..................................................................... Kira Adams 
Intercessor ............................................................................... Bree Adams 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers .................................................. Adriel Slaughter 
 .....................................................................................Fred Knickerbocker 
Ushers ...................................................... Shawna & Brian Knickerbocker 
Acolytes ............................................................. Tucker, Harper, Kira, Bree 
 

Sunday, February 10–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 6:1-8, [9-13]; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11;  Psalm 138 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ...................................................................... Scott Lamie 
10:30 a.m. Lector .................................................................. Harriett Harty 
Intercessor ................................................................................ Chris Yoder 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ......................................................... Chris Yoder 
 ............................................................................................... Tom Hairston 
Ushers ......................................................... Jane Bachman, Walt Bressler 
Acolytes ........................................................... Blaine, Graham, Jack, Josie 
 

Sunday, February 24–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50;  
Luke 6:27-38; Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................................................................... TBD 
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................................................................. Youth 
Intercessor ......................................................................................... Youth 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ........................................................ Tom Rogers 
 .................................................................................................. Chris Yoder 
Ushers ................................................................................................ Youth 
Acolytes ........................................................ Hagan, Harper, Amelia, Josie 

Sunday, February 3–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-30;  
Psalm 71:1-6 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ...................................................... Frank Goodpasture III 
10:30 a.m. Lector .................................................................... Bob Hardee 
Intercessor ........................................................................... Michael Webb 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers .................................................... Michael Webb 
 ................................................................................................. Tom Rogers 
Ushers ....................................................................... Jade & Justin Carson 
Acolytes ............................................................. Ford, Julia, Hagan, Amelia 

 
Sunday, February 17–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

Jeremiah 17:5-10; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26;  Psalm 1 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................... Dave Zochowski 
10:30 a.m. Lector ..................................................................... Janet Jayne 
Intercessor ............................................................................. Walt Bressler 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ...................................................... Walt Bressler 
 ............................................................................................. Michael Webb 
Ushers ........................................................................... Ann & Greg Oakley 
Acolytes ................................................................ Tucker, Lana, Kira, Bree 
 

Sunday, March 3–The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Genesis 45:3-11, 15; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50;  
Luke 6:27-38; Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 
5:00 p.m. Vigil ......................................... George Miller/Doug Mancabelli 
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................................................................... TBD 
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................................................................. Youth 
Intercessor ......................................................................................... Youth 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ........................................................ Tom Rogers 
 .................................................................................................. Chris Yoder 
Ushers ................................................................................................ Youth 
Acolytes ........................................................ Hagan, Harper, Amelia, Josie 

Liturgical Ministry 
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About the Feast–The Feast we celebrate on February 2 is sometimes 
known as the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin, sometimes as 
Candlemas. In the Eastern Church it has been called the Meeting of 
Christ with Simeon. Such a variety of names is sufficient testimony to the 
wealth of spiritual  meaning that generations of Christians have 
discovered in this small incident. The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us 
of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2;22:29) that every firstborn son had to be 
dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’  deliverance from Egypt, 
when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were 
spared. When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was 
the meeting of the Old and New Dispensations. The old sacrifices, the 
burnt offerings and  oblations, were done away; a new and perfect 
offering had come into the temple. God had provided himself  a lamb for 
the burnt- offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son. The offering was to be 
made once  for all on the cross. At every Eucharist those who are in Christ 
recall that sinless offering and  unite “themselves, their souls and bodies” 
with the self-oblation of their Lord and Savior. -from Lesser Feasts and 
Fasts, 2006 

March is Soup Kitchen Month for Emmanuel. We help package the 
meals that are distributed to residents of Bristol, VA. The meals are 
prepared and packaged at the old Sullins College (United Company) 
building on Glenway Avenue. The Soup Kitchen recommends there be 
two volunteers per day. Work lasts less than 90 minutes starting at 
9:15 a.m. weekdays. We still have many dates open. A sign-up sheet is 
available on the red information station in the Parish Hall, or you may call the Parish Office to sign up.  

Join us as we celebrate  
 

Candlemas  
Saturday, February 2 
5:00 p.m. in the Nave 



January is a good time to look 
back and to look forward. 
That’s particularly true for us. 
On January 26, 1861, 
Emmanuel Church was 
founded. That was 158 years 
ago. A month before, in 
December of 1860, South 
Carolina had seceded from the 
Union and Civil War fighting 
would begin three months later 

at Fort Sumpter.  
 
I’ve never read anything about the people who decided 
Bristol needed an Episcopal parish. It would be wonderful if 
they had kept diaries, if we knew what they were thinking 
and dreaming when they chose the name Emmanuel, “God 
is with us.” It would be wonderful to know their vision for 
Emmanuel. All I really know about them is that they 
managed to build a church a couple of blocks from the 
present building. I’ve seen pictures of the nave of that 
church and I have a tiny drawing of what the church would 
have looked like from above. We know that sixty years later 
the Episcopalians moved into the beautiful stone church 
inspired by an English parish church. 
 
 

In 2021 the parish will be 160 years old and the building, 
with its iconic bell tower and the room where we gather to 
pray, will be one hundred years old. It is tempting and, 
perhaps worthwhile, to learn what we can about the 
founding of Emmanuel and the building of the present 
church. Reflecting on our history will be an important part of 
the celebration in 2021.  
 

But the more important thing is to look to the future, to 
remember the future as we do whenever we pray “Thy 
Kingdom come” and when we proclaim “Christ will come 
again.” If we limit our vision to the building or to institutional 
stability, our focus will be shortsighted. If we only concern 
ourselves with the building, at best that is all we will have. 
 
The future belongs to God. As a loving parent God, whom 
Jesus called Abba, Father, has redeemed us through the 
Anointed One and is inspiring us through the Holy Spirit. 
That is the essence of the Creeds. That is what the Church 
believes. What does it mean for our lives together? That 
question is at the heart of the work we will be doing this 
year particularly as we begin to prepare for a great 
celebration not only of a hundred years of prayer in this 
beautiful building but for the next hundred years.  
 
God is calling us to join what God is doing. Remember that 
in Christ we are a new creation, old things have passed 
away and all things are made new. God is ready and 
certainly able to make Emmanuel new, to fill this old 
building with fresh ideas and challenges.  
 
So let’s look back. Let us take a fearless inventory of what 
we have to cherish and what has us, what is holding us 
back.  
 
See you Sunday if not before.  
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From the Rector 



Vestry 
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Members present: Lark Adams, Jade Carson, Pierce Elliott, 
Maggie Green, Tom Rogers, Shawna Knickerbocker, Michael 
Webb, Richard Wolfe, Audrey Zaidi, Tom Hairston, Dave 
Zochowski*, Scott Lamie*, Candy Snodgrass*, and Rector Joe 
Dunagan 
 
Members absent: Charlie Christ, Sharon Kyser, Megan Clark* 
 
Participating Staff Members: Adriel Slaughter, Cindy Pippin 
 
* Newly elected Vestry members with terms beginning in 2019 
 
The Vestry held its annual Retreat/Workshop on Saturday 
morning December 1, 2018. Newly elected members were invited 
to participate in the meeting held at the church. The session 
began with Morning Prayer after which Sr. Warden Michael Webb 
provided a presentation and led an in depth discussion as a 
launch to Emmanuel’s Ekklesia Project. Michael explained how 
discussions about stewardship led to a decision that as 
Emmanuel prepares for its second century in the building in 
2021, the church could benefit from this process of discernment 
developed and implemented in other churches. 
 
A business meeting was called to order following the Ekklesia 
Project presentation and a brief break. 
 
Minutes of the November 8, 2018 meeting were revised to 
correct the spelling of Vestry members’ names Dave Zochowski 
and Charlie Christ. The minutes were unanimously approved as 
amended. 
 
Rector’s Report – Fr. Joe Dunagan 
Fr. Joe reported that approximately 25 parishioners were 

invited to be participants in the initial, formation group of the 
Ekklesia project. The group will meet for 7 sessions beginning 
in January 2019. It is planned for additional groups to be 
formed subsequent to the completion of these inaugural 
sessions. 

Fr. Joe announced that he plans to offer another “Rooted and 
Grounded” series during the Lenten season in anticipation of 
the Easter Vigil. Fr. Joe also noted that the timing of Bishop 
Mark’s scheduled visit to Emmanuel will necessitate that 
confirmations take place during Lent this year. 

The Vestry Oath required by the diocese was circulated and 
signed by all members of the 2019 Vestry. 

Fr. Joe explained that IRS rules allow clergy to designate a 
portion of their stipend as a housing allowance provided that 
that amount is used for actual housing expenses (e.g. 
mortgage, utilities, maintenance, etc.) and is approved by vestry 
each year. Fr. Joe requested that $28,000 of his 2019 
compensation be designated for housing expenses. ACTION: 
Dave Zochowski moved to approve $28,000 as the rector’s 
2019 housing allowance; Tom Hairston provided a second to 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Senior Warden’s Report – Michael Webb 
November’s loose plate offerings were designated by the Vestry 

at its October meeting to be used for the support of an Anglican 
orphanage in the Congo via Serving Orphans Worldwide. 
Michael reported that $1,500 was collected from the November 
offerings to be forwarded to this ministry. 

Treasurer’s Report – Jade Carson 
After a brief discussion about the 2019 proposed budget, 

members requested that more information be provided prior to 
further discussion and approval of a budget for the coming 
year. Jade committed to provide the requested information. 
Further discussion of the proposed budget was tabled for a 
later meeting. 

The parish’s Voluntary Proportionate Giving (VPG) pledge is due 
to the diocese by December 15, so it was agreed to proceed 
with consideration of this obligation prior to finalization of the 
budget. ACTION: Following a lengthy discussion, Michael Webb 
made a motion to maintain giving to the diocese at the 2018 
level of $35,186. Maggie Green provided a second to the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

Pierce Elliott asked about the solicitation and level of response 
for 2019 pledges. A letter and pledge envelopes were 
distributed at the annual parish meeting, but the consensus of 
the group was that more communication to the parish is 
needed. Fr. Joe said that additional appeals would be 
communicated via email and the Messenger. 

 
New Business 
ACTION: The following vestry officers were nominated and 
unanimously elected to serve in 2019: 
 
Sr. Warden, Candy Snodgrass (Motion by Dave Zochowski; second 
by Scott Lamie) 
 
Jr. Warden, Charlie Christ (Motion by Jade Carson; second by Lark 
Adams) 
 
Treasurer, Jade Carson (Motion by Shawna Knickerbocker; 
second by Lark Adams) 
 
Secretary, Lark Adams (Motion by Dave Zochowski; second by 
Jade Carson) 
 
The Endowment Committee recommended that Tom Rogers be 

added to its membership. ACTION: Jade Carson nominated Tom 
Rogers for addition to the Endowment Committee; Maggie 
Green offered a second to the motion. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 

Fr. Joe asked the Vestry to consider approving Christmas gifts 
for staff members. ACTION: Appropriate amounts for bonuses to 
be given to each staff member were discussed after which 
Michael Webb made a motion to approve in accordance with 
the discussion. Shawna Knickerbocker provided a second to 
the motion, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Richard Wolfe made the suggestion that a Bible be placed for 
each pew in the nave, and he offered to purchase these Bibles 
as a gift to the parish. Members of the vestry offered support 
and appreciation for Richard’s proposal. It was agreed that the 
Bibles should be the New Revised Standard translation. Richard 
said that he would bring examples of suitably bound editions for 
placing in the pew racks to the next vestry meeting for 
examination. 

 
With no further business to be considered, the rector adjourned 
the meeting. 
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Lent and Easter at Emmanuel 
 

Ash Wednesday Services 
Wednesday, March 6, 12:15 p.m.–Bledsoe Chapel 

Wednesday, March 6, 7:00 p.m.–Church 
 
 

Rooted & Grounded 
Wednesdays during Lent 

Simple Soup Supper 6:00 p.m. 
Program 6:30 p.m. 


