MESSENGER
From The Rector

Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return. There are
times when there is a tactile quality to the ministry of a priest.
This is particularly true in Lent. Lent begins with touching the
forehead at the imposition of ashes. In a sacred, intimate, and
tangible act, I make the sign of the cross on the forehead of
people I love and say to them, “You are dust.” When the choir is
present, this happens as we chant the psalm’s even more
powerful, “You are but dust.” Not only are we reminded that we
are only dust but, in one of the few occasions where the word shall is still used, the priest
continues, “and to dust you shall return.” It’s going to happen. You are mortal.

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

One of the images that was widely published following the most recent mass murder in our
nation was that of a woman, apparently the mother of a student waiting to find out if her child
was a survivor or a victim, weeping as she held tightly to another anguished woman. It was
Ash Wednesday and on this woman’s forehead was the mark of the cross of ashes.

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist

Why don’t I preach on controversial issues or talk about current events in sermons? That’s a
fair question. My philosophy is that the eternal Truth spoken through the scriptures always
addresses controversy and is always current to those with spiritual ears to hear. I have said in
sermons and will say here that I believe the church should not follow cultural debates but
should lead them. And I have said the Church should be speaking out against violence in all its
various, and often subtle, forms.

SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:30 a.m.
Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd

In a conversation with a friend, I said we should resist all violence, including subtle violence to
which we have become desensitized, for example, driving too fast or allowing ourselves to be
distracted by talking on the phone while driving. My friend restated for me the point I was
trying to make. He said it was about respect for life.
That’s it. We should never forget that life is a precious and temporary gift, that anything we do
to cause pain or take a day of life from another of God’s beloved should not be trivialized or
dismissed as necessary.
Another image published widely following the violence at the high school in Florida was of a
police officer assigned to the hospital where a high school student was recuperating. Her head
was bowed and her hand was touching the bandaged leg of the injured boy. She was clearly
praying.
At the beginning of Lent, I touch the foreheads of the faithful and make the sign of the cross in
ashes. As Lent comes to a close on Maundy Thursday it is my privilege to wash the feet of the
faithful as our Lord commanded us to do. Both acts involve touch, humility, and an awareness
of our shared humanity.
The point of these liturgical acts is to teach us how to live and in both cases we can learn that
Christians, living in a violent world, can make a difference by slowing down and showing
reverence for all life, not just our own. We can make a difference by appropriately touching
someone who is hurting, either literally offering our hands or by touching them with prayerful
attention. We can practice humility remembering that life is short but that when we touch the
soul of another of God’s beloved creatures, we are in the presence of the Holy One and come
close to eternity.

Youth Formation
Adult Formation
WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Lenten Soup Supper
6:30 p.m.
Lenten Program
Choir
7:00 p.m.
BIBLE STUDY
10 a.m.
Thursday
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Lent at Emmanuel
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1
3
5
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
16
18
19
20
22
24
26
27
28
31

Alex Bowen
Sadie Harden
Lauren Zochowski
Lynn Couch, Sherri
Hopkins, Paige Terry
Tammy Hardee, Gavin
Lamie
Libby Bettis, Judy Mitchell
Josie Tickle
Austin Carr
Paul Pratt, Adilyn Jones
Judith Wylie
Mike Riley
David Bettis
Shauna Nefos- Webb
Peggy Horner
Linda Gaines, Larry Jayne
Prent Hallenbeck
Lark Adams
Candy Snodgrass
Barbara Walling
Bree Adams, Jackie
Everett

MARCH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
31 Barbara & George Bunn

PRAYER REQUESTS

Jack Aaron, Paull Anderson,

Ruby Barber, Diane Bedwell,
Shelby, Doug, Carol Biegler,
Henry Brewer, Sue Brickey, Eda
Brink, Barbara Bunn, Cindy,
Charlie Callahan, Ben
Crenshaw, Horace Crenshaw,
Willie Crumley, Ivy Daniels,
Billie Dixon, Kim Dixon, Olivia
Harris, Bertha Holloman, Devin
Williams Hancock, Hilary Hurst,
Tom Hurt, Michael Johnston,
Ken King, Joe Kurre, Hal Leak,
Donald McCathy, Amber
McLeroy, Kristi Malone, Jill
Mendiljian, Claire Miller, George
Miller, Dan Morgan, Mark
Morgan, Nona Morgan, Rachel
Morgan, Laura Pearson, Jud
Powers, Jack Presnell, Julia
Rainero, Jan Ransom, Sharon
Reed, Rick Rimer, Joyce
Rodgers, Robert Rodgers,
Denise Rowe, Norma Shew,
Sharon Slaughter, Kathy Story,
Mary Jo Thomas, Audrey Zaidi
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March 7, March 14, March 21
Parish Hall
6:00 p.m. Soup
6:30 p.m. “Singing to God: Worship through Music”
Make Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers and “Singing to God: Worship through Music,”
a part of your spiritual discipline this season.
Nursery and a program for ages 3–12 will be provided.

Singing to God: Worship through Music
Each Wednesday during Lent, at 6:30 p.m., there will be a series on the purpose and
practice of church music, led by organist and choir director Stephanie Yoder, and her
husband Christopher. We will cover topics such as:
• Why do we sing in worship?
• How is music planned each week?
• What do different kinds of music sound like?
• What is the choir for?
• What are the psalms and why are they used in worship?
• What is chant, and how do you sing it?
• How is music for the Eucharist different from Evensong, Morning Prayer, or other offices?
The Lenten exploration of music will include multiple forms of multimedia, including an
opportunity to hear and see music.
Our final program will be Wednesday, March 21.

Lent at Emmanuel
To Aid the Journey
You can opt to receive daily texts on your phone
during Lent. These short texts will be invitations
to stop for a few moments and reflect during
your day. If you want to join, please text @lentext
to the number 810-10 and you will be
automatically enrolled. If you have any questions
or problems, please contact Shannon Vance at
emmanuelforma@gmail.com.

Stewardship
of the Word
For long time Episcopalians,
the spiritual Lenten discipline
to which we might now aspire
may be quite different from our
childhood memories of Lent.
When I was a child, my father would abstain from his
regular cocktail hour for the duration of Lent. As
best as I can recall, however, nothing else changed.
Consequently, I was taught very little about a
meaningful Lenten discipline. I now have come to
understand and appreciate that a more intentional
Lenten experience can be humbling and can
ultimately deepen our understanding of the Risen
Lord.
Abstinence from an evening cocktail, depriving
ourselves of a chocolate treat, or some other
indulgence for 40 days is only one aspect of a
Lenten journey. In fact, adding rather than
subtracting a particular Lenten practice is more
likely to guide us toward a joyous and meaningful
Eastertide. We should all strive to become more

Enter this number

Text this message

prayerful and to reacquaint ourselves with the many
insights and encouragements from the Bible.
Another key element of our collective Lenten
pilgrimage is gathering regularly to learn and
worship together.
In addition to participating in Emmanuel’s ministries
and providing financial support, as we are able,
good stewardship also involves participating in
liturgy. If we are not present on Sundays to
collectively participate in prayer and liturgy, the
aforementioned aspects of our stewardship are
rendered less meaningful. When we participate in
liturgy and the reading aloud of Holy Scripture, we
are strengthened, and our faith is refreshed. It fills
us with the love of God and helps us share that love
with others. Besides Emmanuel’s usual Wednesday,
Saturday and Sunday worship services, Lenten
dinners and programs for all ages are being offered
each Wednesday evening. In addition, Holy Week
services will allow us the opportunity to more deeply
reflect upon Jesus’s final days through his crucifixion
leading to his glorious resurrection on Easter Day. I
invite and encourage you to join me in considering a
meaningful Lenten discipline and committing to
regular attendance at worship.
Tom Hairston
Chairman of Emmanuel’s Stewardship Committee
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Easter at Emmanuel

Sunday,
March 25
Our Palm Sunday
Procession
will begin at
10:00 a.m.

Maundy Thursday
Thursday,
March 29

Saturday,
March 31

Sunday,
April 1

7:00 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Good Friday
Friday, March 30

Please gather in the
Labyrinth.

8:00 a.m.
and
10:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Please gather in the
Labyrinth
In the event of
inclement weather,
meet in the Parish Hall

Stations of the Cross
Friday, March 30

Please Note:
There will not be a
5:00 p.m. service on
Saturday, March 31.

7:00 p.m.

Please bring a few cut
flowers with you—any
type, any color, and we
will Flower the Cross as
part of our Easter
celebration

There is no change to
the 8:00 a.m. Eucharist.

EASTER LILY MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS
Please email, or fill out this form and return it to the church office
with your memorials or honorariums before March 16.
Donations may be placed in the collection plate during service.
Please make a notation, “Easter Memorials/Honorariums.”
Name:
In Honor
From:
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In Memory
Please circle one

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
A Message from
John Simpson
The Simpsons have been living on the Domain, the
proper term for the 13,000-acre plateau on which
Sewanee sits, for about seven months now, and
we’ve really enjoyed it. We’ve had our cold snaps like
elsewhere, and when the weather sets in it blankets
the campus in dense fog. Even so, last weekend
gave us a taste of Spring, and this is a beautiful
place to experience it.
Marshall is thriving at Sewanee elementary. I drop
him off there each day by bike on my way to Morning
Prayer. Both of us are really being pushed to grow by
our educators. There is plenty of reading and writing
each week. The content is complex and relevant.
One of our faculty just wrote the definitive
commentary on Philippians for the Hermeneia
series. I, on the other hand, still use autocorrect to
spell Philippians. Even so, I was pleased with my
marks for the Advent term. In my down time I have a
work-study in the library and organize the seminary’s
various intramural teams. Barbara is coordinating
child care at the seminary and the local parish, while
Virginia keeps us all in line.
This summer I’ll be doing a sixteen-week Clinical
Pastoral Education unit at Carolinas Medical Center
in Charlotte, practicing providing spiritual care or just
a listening ear to patients. In true millennial fashion
I’ll be moving back in with my mother. Barbara and
the kids will get to bounce between there and her
folks in Asheville. Then it’ll be back to the grind in
late August for the start of the new term.
We think of Bristol often. It was a joy getting to see
John and Barbara in front of All Saints’ Chapel.
the Emmanuel delegation at Diocesan Convention and
catch up. I remember with you the saints who have died recently, and celebrate the good ministry that continues
in our common hope. You all remain in my prayers, and certainly keep us in yours.
Affectionately yours, John Simpson
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
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Vestry
The January 18, 2018 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal
Church was called to order with prayer at 5:30 pm.
Members present: Maggie Green, Sharon Kyser, Michael Webb,
Audrey Zaidi, Jade Carson, Tom Hairston, Tom Rogers, Richard
Wolfe, Pierce Elliott, Shawna Knickerbocker, Charles Christ, and
Rector Joe Dunagan
Members absent: Lark Adams
Guests: Loretta Trayer
The minutes of the November 2017 Vestry meeting were
unanimously approved. (There was no meeting in December, 2017.)
Rector’s Report:
 Worship attendance:
► November 2017 average attendance (Saturday/Sunday
services combined): 126
► December 2017 average attendance (Saturday/Sunday
services combined): 122
► Combined attendance at Christmas Eve services was well in
excess of 200
► Attendance at Wednesday services is generally about 12
communicants
 Fr. Joe expressed appreciation to the choir, Chris & Stephanie
Yoder, and Kristie Fayler for their help with recent funerals within
one week for two longtime parishioners. The rector noted that the
families of both Ann Martin and Deane Everett have suggested
that memorial gifts be made to Emmanuel Church, and he
believes that it will be agreeable to both families for those gifts be
used in support of the woodwork restoration project recently
begun.
 Fr. Joe reminded the group that the annual Diocesan Council will
be held in Roanoke on January 26-28 and that besides the rector,
Emmanuel will be represented by delegates Michael Webb and
Jeremy McLaughlin.
 The rector presented 2018 summary pledge data. Vestry reviewed
the information and briefly discussed the importance for
maintaining awareness of year-round stewardship. For 2018, a
total of $290,000 has been pledged from 61 pledging
households.
Old Business:
 Loretta Trayer, chair of the Fine Arts Committee, reported that Hal
Cross will begin the first phase of the woodwork restoration
project, approved by vestry in November 2017, in the week of
January 22. Mr. Cross will schedule the work so that worship
services are not impacted by lingering solvent fumes. Mrs. Trayer
also reported that a panel door removed from the passageway to
Christ the King Chapel many years ago has been located and
retrieved from the undercroft; the door will be restored and rehung as part of the restoration project.
 A question was raised about a 220 V receptacle near the organ
console. Tom Rogers committed to arrange for an electrician
remove the no longer used receptacle so that Mr. Cross can
proceed with repairs to the wood in this area. At Shawna
Knickerbocker’s suggestion, it was agreed that Mrs. Trayer would
describe the commencement of this project at the next Sunday
service (10:30 am) and a description of the work would be
published in the next Messenger.

New Business:
 With the 2018 Voluntary Proportionate Giving (VPG) pledge to the
diocese being requested by the diocesan office and no action yet
having been taken, Tom Rogers made a motion to maintain
Emmanuel’s 2017 pledge of $35,187.00 for 2018. Sharon Kyser
provided a second, and the motion passed unanimously.
 Election of 2018 Officers:
► Senior Warden: Michael Webb – nominated by Tom Rogers,
second by Tom Hairston; unanimously approved.
► Junior Warden: Charles Christ – nominated by Maggie Green,
second by Sharon Kyser; unanimously approved.
► Secretary: Tom Rogers – nominated by Michael Webb, second
by Tom Hairston; unanimously approved.
► Treasurer: Jade Carson – nominated by Sharon Kyser, second
by Maggie Green; unanimously approved.
 The diocese requires an annual audit (financial review) of parish
finances. Tom Rogers, Jeremy McLaughlin and Brad Adams were
tasked by Vestry to complete the delinquent 2016 review for
approval and submission to the diocese. Tom Rogers reported
that the 2016 review is now completed, and he summarized the
team’s findings as follows:
 Effective and sufficient checks and balances remain in place to
assure that all transactions are appropriately documented,
tracked, and approved with respect to the receipt and expenditure
of church funds.
 The Finance Committee regularly reviews updated financial
reports against the budget in detail, and summary financial
reports are regularly provided to the vestry; however, there is no
documented approval of the 2016 budget in vestry minutes.
Vestry was reminded that budgets should be formally approved
and documented each year.
 The diocesan financial review form suggests that each parish
should review its investment policy at least every three years.
Emmanuel’s Endowment Policy governs the parish’s invested
funds. It was recommended that the Endowment Committee be
asked to review the Investment Policy if it has not already done so
within the last three years.
 Annual audit reports are due to the diocese by August 15. It was
suggested that the formation of an audit committee and the
review should be completed in a timely manner.
 Since the final report had not been made available for
dissemination and review during the meeting, it was agreed that
the final report would be scanned and sent to vestry members via
email for electronic review and approval prior to forwarding the
report to the diocese.
 Jade Carson offered the suggestion for Emmanuel to partner with
YWCA in establishing a clothes closet and offering workshops on
dressing professionally for young women preparing for job
interviews. It was suggested that this proposal for outreach
ministry be discussed in more detail with the Emmanuel Cares
committee.
 Sharon Kyser observed that the number of guests who attended
the Christmas Dinner was less than in prior years. She said that
opportunities for raising awareness and increased publicity are
being planned for 2018.
 As outgoing senior warden, Sharon Kyser suggested to Michael
Webb that offering verification teams and processes should be
reviewed to assure that a reliable process is in place for the new
year.
With no further business to be considered, the meeting was
adjourned by the rector.
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Emmanuel in the Community
Where the Spirit is Moving:
A Forum on Christian Organizations in our Community
In forums sponsored by Emmanuel Cares, throughout the year we will highlight organizations
who are taking missional initiative to be the hands and feet of Christ.

March: Sunday the 18th

Because Emmanuel Cares Where the Holy Spirit is Moving, children in Bristol will have new shoes in
time for Easter. Because Emmanuel Cares where the Holy Spirit is moving, orphans in an Anglican
orphanage in Congo have a chance.
Emmanuel Cares is what we call Emmanuel’s ministry with and for the poor. We are always on the
lookout for people with real needs not being addressed by others and helping when we can. And we are
interested in other Christian ministries in the community both for inspiration and to help.
Formation Minister Shannon Vance and Shauna Nefos Webb, chair of Emmanuel Cares, are
coordinating an occasional series of programs during the formation hour on Sundays so we can learn
more about how we serve Christ when we join God’s holy mission wherever we can. We have already
heard about the excellent work of the YWCA and Serving Orphans Worldwide. Next we will welcome
Helen Scott, Executive Director of Healing Hands Health Center on April 18th.

For more information about the Celebration and events leading up to it, go to tcrcelebration.org.
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Emmanuel in the Community
MEMORIAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
Winifred Campbell
Margaret Kearfott
Fred & Susan Knickerbocker
Patty & Preston Mitchell
Marybeth & Charlie Joe Rainero
Jan & Leno Rainero
Linda & Mike Riley
Beth & Tom Rogers
Susan Tanner
Audrey & Sarfraz Zaidi
On Friday, May 18 and Saturday, May 19, there will be a unique
gathering of people in Blountville, Tennessee. They will come
together to deal with one of the biggest social and economic issues
facing our area: the opioid addiction crisis. The Holy Friendship
Summit, sponsored by the Duke Divinity School, will bring
nationally renowned speakers to address the crisis of pain and
addiction, and to help our area face and overcome the crisis in our
communities.
*
*
*
*
*

Overdose deaths have passed automobile crashes as the
leading cause of accidental death in the United States.
The neonatal abstinence syndrome (NAS) rate in Northeast
Tennessee is 10 times the national rate.
NAS is as high as 1 in 10 births in some local counties.
80 percent of crimes in Tennessee are related in some way to
drugs (TBI statistics).
Virginia's governor has declared the opioid crisis a public health
emergency.

Clergy, clinicians, and congregations are called to attend. We would
love to have a strong showing from Emmanuel. Please consider
going to the events scheduled 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. on Friday
and 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. on Saturday. You can attend all or just
part of it. Please let Kristie, Father Joe, or Shannon know if you are
interested. To learn more go to www.holyfriendshipsummit.com.

Deane Everett
Pamela & Larry Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Fleenor
Carolyn & Kerry Haynes
Fred & Susan Knickerbocker
Jackie & Frank Leonard
Martha & Pete Litton
Jan & Leno Rainero
Linda & Mike Riley
Beth & Tom Rogers
David Haynes
Jan & Leno Rainero
Ann Tipton Martin
William Collier
Serena Crumley
Fred & Susan Knickerbocker
Martha & Pete Litton
Joyce & Sid Oakley
Marybeth & Charlie Joe Rainero
Jan & Leno Rainero
Linda & Mike Riley
Beth & Tom Rogers
Audrey & Sarfraz Zaidi
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Liturgical Ministry
Sunday, March 4–The Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22; Psalm 19
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................ Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................................................................................. Jeremy McLaughlin
Intercessor ......................................................................................................................... Paul Pratt
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ................................................................... Jeremy McLaughlin and TBD
Ushers ............................................................................................................. Ann and Greg Oakley
Acolytes .......................................................................................... Hagan, Harper, Blaine, Graham
Sunday, March 11–The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................................ Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector ......................................................................................................... Daniel Shew
Intercessor ..................................................................................................................... Bob Hardee
Lay Eucharistic Ministers .................................................................. Daniel Shew and Chris Yoder
Ushers ........................................................................................................... Gena and Ross Spires
Acolytes ...................................................................................................... Tucker, Ford, Josie, Lola
Sunday, March 18–The Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 a.m. Lector ..................................................................................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector ..............................................................................................Fred Knickerbocker
Intercessor ................................................................................................................... Sharon Kyser
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ......................................... Fred Knickerbocker and Jeremy McLaughlin
Ushers .................................................................................. Shannon Vance and Craig Streetman
Acolytes ........................................................................................................ Jack, Julia, Sosie, Lana
Sunday, March 25–The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
The Liturgy of the Palm–Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16; Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
The Liturgy of the Word–Isaiah 50:4-9a; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47; or Mark 15:1-47,
Psalm 31:9-16
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................................ Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector ........................................................................................................ Walt Bressler
Intercessor ................................................................................................................... Tom Hairston
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ............................................................... Tom Hairston and Daniel Shew
Ushers ......................................................................................................................................... TBD
Acolytes ................................................................................................. Kira, Judson, Mayne, Millie
Saturday, March 31–The Great Vigil of Easter
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22; Psalm 19
Liturgical ministers for the Easter Vigil will be scheduled at a later date.
Sunday, April 1–Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 25:6-9; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; or Acts 10:34-43; John 20:1-18 or
Mark 16:1-8; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................ Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................................................................................................. Paul Pratt
Intercessor ..................................................................................................................... Tom Rogers
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ................................................................ Walt Bressler and Tom Rogers
Ushers ......................................................................................................................................... TBD
Acolytes .......................................................................................... Hagan, Harper, Blaine, Graham
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March 2018 Parish Calendar
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The deadline to submit information for the April 2018 Messenger is March 9. Please be prompt.

Lent and Easter at Emmanuel
Sundays
Holy Eucharist
Rite I—8:00 a.m.
Rite II—10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays during Lent
February 21–March 21
Lenten Series
Supper 6:00 p.m.
Program 6:30 p.m.

Holy Week
Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, March 28, 12:15 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service
March 29, 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service
Friday, March 30 12:00 p.m.

Stations of the Cross
Friday, March 30, 7:00 p.m.

Easter Vigil
Saturday, March 31, 8:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 1
Holy Eucharist
Rite I—8:00 a.m.
Rite II—10:30 a.m.
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