MESSENGER
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
With those words we begin again a season of penance and preparation
for the annual remembrance of the Paschal Mystery, the story of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. We get the English word Paschal from
the Hebrew word for Passover. It is called the Paschal Mystery because
there is no way to begin to understand what happened. The good news
is that we are not challenged to understand what we believe as much
as we are called to live into what we believe.
In January three extraordinary women who were faithful to Emmanuel died. Ann Martin, Deane
Everett, and Winnifred Campbell were here faithfully when they were able. I prayed with each of
them before they died and in each case I was comforted knowing how they had made their
Communion so faithfully since I became their priest.
I was reminded recently of a prayer written by Thomas Merton, the late Benedictine monk who,
though cloistered at Gethsemane Abbey in Kentucky, touched lives and encouraged
interreligious dialogue through his life and witness. This particular poem was published in his
book, Thoughts on Solitude. It seems appropriate as we contemplate our mortality on Ash
Wednesday and as we grieve our spiritual friends. Looking at death is a solitary experience God
chose to share with us through the cross. Here is Merton’s prayer:
My Lord God,
I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
nor do I really know myself,
and the fact that I think I am following your will
does not mean that I am actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you
does in fact please you.
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing.
I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore will I trust you always though
I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death.
I will not fear, for you are ever with me,
and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 14, 12:15 p.m.–Bledsoe Chapel
Wednesday, February 14, 7:00 p.m.–Church

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:30 a.m.
Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd
Youth Formation
Adult Formation
WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Young Adult Formation
Choir
7:00 p.m.
BIBLE STUDY
10 a.m.
Thursday
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
3 Greg Oakley, Ed Powers,
Nat Powers
4 Holston Knickerbocker
7 Carol Biegler, Lynn Powers
8 Brian Knickerbocker
9 Taylor Bettis, Dean Tillison
11 Alethia Haynes
12 Daniel Bieger, Gena Spires
13 Jane Bachman
14 Aly Fuller
15 Sara Beth Versteegen
16 Shannon Vance
17 Briana Hardee
18 Hagan Oakley
20 Elaine Griffin, Allen Rushing
25 Chris Horner, James Webb
26 Ronan Dougherty, Cheryl
Hanzlik, Carl Moore, John
Tickle
27 Steve Martin
28 June Hallums, Larry Kiser,
Lana Lavinder
29 Fran McGlothlin

FEBRUARY WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
9
12
16
19
20

Beth & Tom Rogers
Ann & John Tickle
Sallie & Tom Hurt
Christine & Larry Kuhnert
Liz & Leno Rainero

28 Janice & Larry Kiser

Shrove Tuesday Carnival

We have a Shrove Tuesday carnival for Emmanuel! This will
serve as a Youth fundraiser. There will be homemade
pancakes, games, activities, and prizes for children, and
maybe even adults! You won't want to miss this. Mark your
calendars to be at Emmanuel's parish hall on Tuesday,
February 13, at 6:00 p.m.

Valentine’s Dinner and Music
Friday, Febr ar 9

PRAYER REQUESTS

Paull Anderson, Ruby Barber,
Diane Bedwell, Shelby, Doug,
Carol Biegler, Henry Brewer, Sue
Brickey, Eda Brink, Barbara
Bunn, Cindy, Charlie Callahan,
Ben Crenshaw, Horace
Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Ivy
Daniels, Kim Dixon, Bertha
Holloman, Devin Williams
Hancock, Hilary Hurst, Tom Hurt,
Michael Johnston, Joe Kurre,
Donald McCathy, Amber
McLeroy, Kristi Malone, Jill
Mendiljian, Claire Miller, George
Miller, Dan Morgan, Mark
Morgan, Nona Morgan, Rachel
Morgan, Maggie Nefos, Laura
Pearson, Jud Powers, Jack
Presnell, Julia Rainero, Jan
Ransom, Sharon Reed, Rick
Rimer, Joyce Rodgers, Robert
Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma
Shew, Sharon Slaughter, Kathy
Story, Mary Jo Thomas, Audrey
Zaidi
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The evening begins with Hors d’oeuvres
at 6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Music of all varieties, par icularly love songs, sacred and secular, serious and
comedic, will be perfor ed throughout the evening by musicians om within
Emmanuel's cong egation. All donations will go toward the Mar Landr m
Fund, which suppor s Emmanuel's music minist . Guest musicians, including
inst mentalist and vocalists are paid through this f nd. Your suppor of this
f nd helps us to provide exceptional music during our worship ser ices all year.

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Keeping Up God’s House: Improvements at Emmanuel
A couple of years ago the Memorial and Fine Arts
Committee recommended a five year plan for
conservation and preservation of the stained glass
windows, needlepoint kneelers, and the wood
wainscoting in the sanctuary.
Loretta Trayer has been central to this conservation
effort. She reported to us last week about the work
being done on the wood in the chancel. We have
contracted Howell Cross to begin work on the wood,
including the wainscoting, antique furniture, pulpit,
lectern, and choir pews. There will be three phases of
the work. This will be a lengthy project, around six
months for the first phase, but Sunday services will
not be disrupted.

Howell Cross at work.

And something of a mystery has been solved. Thanks
to Barbara Sue Kurre and Loretta, the missing original
door leading to Christ the King Chapel has been
located! After a scavenger hunt through the
undercroft, the poor battered door resurfaced. Loretta
had contacted artisan John Heckford from Lebanon,
Virginia to construct a new door, but after John helped
find the original, he came up with a plan to repair and
rebuild it. John is a master craftsman. We are
fortunate to have Howell and John on our side to help
us preserve our beautiful building, and we are blessed
indeed to have financial and spiritual support of
parishioners and community members.

A detail of the beautiful woodwork in the chancel.
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Lent at Emmanuel

Wednesday February 21, February 28
March 7, March 14, March 21
Parish Hall
6:00 p.m. Soup
6:30 p.m. “Singing to God: Worship through Music”
Make Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers and “Singing to God: Worship through Music,”
a part of your spiritual discipline this season.
Nursery and a program for ages 3–12 will be provided.

Singing to God: Worship through Music
Each Wednesday during Lent, starting February 21 at 6:30 p.m., there will be a series on the purpose and practice of
church music, led by organist and choir director Stephanie Yoder, and her husband Christopher. We will cover topics such
as:
• Why do we sing in worship?
• How is music planned each week?
• What do different kinds of music sound like?
• What is the choir for?
• What are the psalms and why are they used in worship?
• What is chant, and how do you sing it?
• How is music for the Eucharist different from Evensong, Morning Prayer, or other offices?
Many thanks go to those who attended the Sunday morning series Everything You Wanted To Know about Church Music
but Were Afraid To Ask during the summer; they provided valuable feedback needed for this series. If you attended the
summer series, come on back; there will be new content. The Lenten exploration of music will include multiple forms of
multimedia, including an opportunity to hear and see music.
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Lent at Emmanuel
On your Lenten
journey, there
are many
resources to
help you. We
want to point out
a promising one,
"Meeting Jesus
in the Gospel of
John." This
program invites
participants on a
six-week journey
into deeper
intimacy with
God by praying with the words of John the Evangelist (the
Gospel According to John and the First Letter of John).
These two texts describe how God, out of deep love, sends
God's only Son Jesus into the world, to take on human
form and live among us. By learning from Jesus, his human
friendships, and his teachings about the God he calls
'Father,' participants will discover God as One who longs
for deep intimacy with each of us.

"We will take to heart the words of Jesus: 'I and the Father
are one.' We will find that God is not a judge, a
disapproving patent, a policeman, or a taskmaster; rather
God is our companion, our friend, our confidant, our
beloved. We are even invited to abide in God as God
abides in us. It is in relationship with Jesus that such
extraordinary communion with God becomes a personal
reality."

Understanding the Season

To Aid the Journey

Walter Brueggemann states, "This is the drama of Lent...
the journey of relinquishment of old visions of reality that
are failed and being surprised by new life given in glad,
inconvenient obedience. It is to this move that the God of
the gospel invites us, again and again. This God is ready to
give new life, more ready, as we say, to give than we are to
receive." Lent is an ancient practice. Early Christians
observed "a season of penitence and fasting" in
preparation for the Paschal feast, or Pascha (Book of
Common Prayer, 264-65). "Lent" comes from an Old
English word meaning spring, the time of lengthening days.
Traditionally fasting is associated with Lent, but there are
many ways of entering into this sacred time. For example,
one could fast from noise and social media on Fridays.
There are Lenten guides to help you reflect and pray. Sign
up for Emmanuel's Lenten texts from the Director of
Formation Ministries. Come to Emmanuel's Lenten
program on Wednesday evenings. The forty days of Lent
(mirroring Christ's time in the Wilderness) extend from Ash
Wednesday through Holy Saturday, omitting Sundays. The
last three days of Lent are the sacred Triduum of Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. All Christians
are invited "to the observance of a holy Lent, by selfexamination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and selfdenial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy
Word." (BCP, p. 265).

In a short video each day, an SSJE (Society of Saint John
the Evangelist) Brother will comment upon the daily
scripture verse, share facets of his own relationship with
Jesus and suggest possibilities for further reflection. At the
start of each week, participants are prompted to pray for a
particular grace; at the end of each week, an inviting
question helps participants to translate that grace into
daily life.
Please visit meetingjesusinjohn.org for resources and in
order to sign up for the program. If you are interested in
participating in this program as a group at Emmanuel,
please email Shannon Vance, Director of Formation
Ministries, at emmanualforma@gmail.com or call her at the
church office.

Starting Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018, you can opt
to receive daily texts on your phone during Lent. These
short texts will be invitations to stop for a few moments
and reflect during your day. If you want to join, please text
@lentext to the number 810-10 and you will be
automatically enrolled. If you have any questions or
problems, please contact Shannon Vance at
emmanuelforma@gmail.com.

Enter this number

Text this message
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Youth
Emmanuel’s youth group had plans for snow tubing at Winterplace in January, but unfortunately, the deep freeze drove us
inside. Nonetheless, we rallied and headed to Uncle Buck’s for an afternoon of bowling. Ford Sikorski quickly emerged as
the MVP of the group, winning the day with a score of 118. As for the bowling skills of the rest of us . . . well . . . we really
enjoyed everyone’s company and a yummy lunch at La Carreta.
On Sunday evening, January 25, the Emmanuel Youth met to decorate the youth room and plan for Shrove Tuesday
festivities. We are very grateful for our youth parents and leaders who came, and the youth for their enthusiasm,
participation, and ideas.
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Where the Spirit is Moving
YWCA

Just after losing her own mother,
Aubrey was going to become one at
age seventeen. “I was terrified and
had no clue how to take care of a
baby,” she shared. Aubrey sought
the support of the YWCA Moms-R-Us
program when she was 7 months
pregnant. She learned what to expect during childbirth and
the in’s and out’s of caring for a newborn.
Although her child’s biological father is not involved, a dear
friend accompanied her to all the Prepared Childbirth and
Parenting classes and was her labor partner. Aubrey’s
friendship with Forrest (18) blossomed into loving devotion
and he has been by Aubrey’s side ever since. Forrest has
joyfully assumed the role of baby Landon’s father and
committed himself to their young family.
Newly engaged at Landon’s first birthday, Aubrey and
Forrest secured an apartment with the Bristol Virginia
Housing Authority. The move was not only a fresh start, but
imperative for Aubrey to be able to preserve part of her
past. After her mother’s passing, Aubrey was forced to live
in a very unstable environment and had nowhere to store
her personal belongings, including many sentimental items
of her mothers. A generous donation from Emmanuel
allowed Aubrey to store cherished items and helped
furnish her new apartment. Emmanuel even provided a
decorated Christmas tree, a very touching gesture in the
true spirit of the season.
Their second Christmas together as a family was as special
as the first, because the young couple married over the
holiday and now the Kauffman’s are renting a house of
their own. Because the children of Moms-R-Us parents
receive first priority in the YW’s sliding-scale childcare

program, both parents are able to work full-time. Aubrey is
not only employed full-time at the YWCA, but also working
toward her associate’s degree. Forrest graduated from
high school and recently obtained a full-time position at
Line Power. The new parents are deeply motivated to
create a stable, healthy future for their family.
As a married couple, the Kauffman’s completed the YW’s
Budgeting class together and have a better idea of what to
expect in regards to their living expenses. Forrest shares,
“Now we have a realistic idea of how much money we
should plan for each month to cover our bills. We are
committed to doing this together to give Landon a good life
and everything he needs. ”
The successes achieved by individuals like Aubrey and
Forrest are only possible through the goodwill of
organizations like Emmanuel and the empowering
programs of the YWCA. Aubrey unexpectedly found herself
as a motherless,
terrified, pregnant
teen and in two
short years has
established a
healthy home full
of love. The old
adage that “it
takes a village to
raise a child,”
surely is true and
a fact to be
celebrated by all
in the case of the
Kauffman family.

Where the Spirit is Moving:
A Forum on Christian Organizations in our Community
In forums sponsored by Emmanuel Cares, throughout the year we will highlight
organizations who are taking missional initiative to be the hands and feet of Christ.

February: Sunday the 18th–Serving Orphans Worldwide
Rescue, Train, and Sustain Struggling Orphans
"We travel the world to find inspiring ministries that care for orphans and vulnerable
children, then we give them what they need to keep their doors open and better the lives of
the children they serve. Our goal is to meet children where they are and make sure they are
provided the loving care they deserve."
When there is no forum on Christian organizations
there will be adult faith formation in the Parish Library.
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Emmanuel in the Community
Martin Luther King, Jr. Activities
On Monday, January 16, the
cities of Bristol Virginia and
Bristol Tennessee
inaugurated a march and
program in honor of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Starting from the YMCA on
the Tennessee side, and the
First Christian Baptist Church
on the Virginia side, people of all ages and backgrounds
marched to meet at the Bristol Train Station. Once there,
they were greeted with refreshments and a communitydriven program. The program combined interviews from
Bristol residents who had known or been inspired by Dr.
Martin Luther King, readings from King's speeches, and
inspiring music from King University choir and the MLK
community choir. Several of Emmanuel's parishioners
participated in the march and attended the program. Dr.
Vance, the Director of Formation Ministries, was asked to
be part of a small planning committee to shape the event;
she helped craft interview questions and conduct
interviews. She also aided in developing the program,
including editing a speech by Dr. King for public reading.
The theme of the event was "The Legacy Lives: Faith
Overcomes Fear."

March is Soup Kitchen Month for Emmanuel. We help package the
meals that are distributed to residents of Bristol, VA. The meals are
prepared and packaged at the old Sullins College (United Company)
building on Glenway Avenue. The Soup Kitchen recommends there be
two volunteers per day. Work lasts less than 90 minutes starting at
9:15 a.m. weekdays. We still have many dates open. A sign-up sheet is
available on the red information station in the Parish Hall, or you may
call the Parish Office to sign up.
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Memorial Contributions
Deane Everett

Ann Tipton Martin

Dennis & Carol Arnold

Jane Bachman

Elizabeth Ashe

Nancy Defriece

Jane Bachman

D Lynn Devault Revocable Trust

Jo Ann Clark

Susie Gordon

William Collier

Marj & Prentiss Hallenbeck, Sr.

Mary Ann & Blair Everett

Gaye Hillman

Marj & Prentiss Hallenbeck, Sr.

Grace & Glen Himstedt

Gaye Hillman

Amelia Jarrard

Amelia Jarrard

Ruth King

Margaret Kearfott

Larry Kiser

Barbara Sue & Joe Kurre

Barbara Sue & Joe Kurre

Joyoce & Robert Rodgers

Thomason & Jane Lipscomb

Ann & John Tickle, Sr.

Peggy Nicar

John and Karen Vann

Craig & Brennan Rockett

Lee Wampler

Joyce & Robert Rodgers

Theresa Worley

Michael Thomas
Ann & John Tickle, Sr.
Lee Wampler
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Lay Minister Schedule
Sunday, February 4–The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 40:21-31; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39; Psalm 147:1-12, 21
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................................ Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector .......................................................................................................................... Janet Jayne
Intercessor ...................................................................................................................................... Chris Yoder
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ...................................................................... Jeremy McLaughlin and Tom Rogers
Ushers ......................................................................................................................... Jade and Justin Carson
Acolytes ........................................................................................................................ Mayne, Amelia, Harper
Sunday, February 11–The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany:
2 Kings 2:1-12; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9; Psalm 50:1-6 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
8:00 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................................................ Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector ......................................................................................................................... Bob Hardee
Intercessor ................................................................................................................................. Michael Webb
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ...................................................................Tom Hairston and Fred Knickerbocker
Ushers ..................................................................................................................................... Tina and Ed Hitt
Acolytes .................................................................................................................. Tucker, Josie, Judson, Lola
Sunday, February 18–The First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15; Psalm 25:1-98:00 a.m.
Lector ...................................................................................................................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector ......................................................................................................................... Tom Rogers
Intercessor ............................................................................................................................ Sharon Eisenhart
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ................................................................................Tom Rogers and Walt Bressler
Ushers .............................................................................................................. Jane Bachman and Ruth King
Acolytes .................................................................................................................. Tucker, Josie, Judson, Lola
Sunday, February 25–The Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38; Psalm 22:22-308:00 a.m.
Lector ............................................................................................................................................. Scott Lamie
10:30 a.m. Lector ....................................................................................................................... Sharon Kyser
Intercessor ................................................................................................................................... Mark Morgan
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ............................................................................... Tom Hairston and Tom Rogers
Ushers ............................................................................................................................... Nell and Dan Bieger
Acolytes ................................................................................................................................ Jack, Julia, Mayne
Sunday, March 4–The Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22; Psalm 198:00 a.m.
Lector ............................................................................................................................. Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector ............................................................................................................. Jeremy McLaughlin
Intercessor ......................................................................................................................................... Paul Pratt
Lay Eucharistic Ministers ................................................................................... Jeremy McLaughlin and TBD
Ushers ............................................................................................................................. Ann and Greg Oakley
Acolytes .......................................................................................................... Hagan, Harper, Blaine, Graham
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February 2018 Parish Calendar
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MESSENGER

The deadline to submit information for the March 2018 Messenger is February 16. Please be prompt.

Lent and Easter at Emmanuel
Ash Wednesday Eucharist
Wednesday, February 14
12:15 p.m.—Bledsoe Chapel
7:00 p.m.—Church

Sundays
Holy Eucharist
Rite I—8:00 a.m.
Rite II—10:30 a.m.

Wednesdays during Lent
February 21–March 21
Lenten Series
Supper 6:00 p.m.
Program 6:30 p.m.

Holy Week
Holy Eucharist
Wednesday, March 28, 12:15 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service
March 29, 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday Service
Friday, March 30 12:00 p.m.

Stations of the Cross
Friday, March 30, 7:00 p.m.

Easter Vigil
Saturday, March 31, 7:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 1
Holy Eucharist
Rite I—8:00 a.m.
Rite II—10:30 a.m.
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