MESSENGER
From The Rector
We have been making our
way through the Gospel
according to Matthew. A
few weeks ago we heard
about John, who had
baptized Jesus, sending a
messenger to Jesus from
prison. He asked Jesus if
he was the anointed one
from God of if they should wait for another. Jesus’ reply
was a description of the great things that happened as
Jesus made his way from place to place. He said, “Go and
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news
brought to them.” That made me stop and think. We can
all imagine how wonderful it would be for someone to
regain vision or the ability to walk or hear. But what got
me thinking was how Jesus included the poor having good
news brought to them along with various types of healing.
The mission of God is to restore and redeem all of
creation. The last question in the series of questions the
priest asks those who are committing themselves to
Christ before administering the sacrament of baptism is,
“Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,
and respect the dignity of every human being?” That
clearly suggests that we are called to let the world know
that all people, including the poor, should hear the good
news.

of Christ, everyone is blessed. The Good News is that
anyone can be redeemed, healed, and welcomed into the
family of God. The difference in Christian ministry and
secular programs is that we aren’t helping strangers so
much as sharing with sisters and brothers.
Christian ministry flourishes when there is relationship.
The Church flourishes when we remember and take
seriously all the other questions asked at baptisms. They
are questions of faith and discipleship beginning with
belief in the Triune God.
There is a new ministry forming in Bristol called Jobs for
Life. Like other ministries and programs, our goal is to
help the poor. I’m excited about this for a couple of
reasons. First, it addresses a need we don’t often
address. Only about two percent of church funds
designated for the poor go toward employment. It is
necessary to help people with food and clothes and
temporary shelter but often the reason people need
assistance with life’s basic needs is because they don’t
have a job or the jobs they have do not pay enough. The
second reason I’m excited about Jobs for Life is that
mentors are part of the ministry. We won’t just help
people get jobs. We will enter into a relationship with
them and continue to encourage, coach, and care for
them.

Jobs for Life is an example of bringing good news to the
poor! If you are interested in this or other ministries that
will help you fulfil the promises we renew every time we
baptize a new Christian, consider becoming a Jobs for Life
The Sermon on the Mount in Matthew begins with the
Beatitudes. The very first is the one for the poor. “Blessed mentor or some other ministry that includes building
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” relationships. We may find we were spiritually poor and
didn’t even realize it. We may receive more than we give.
Does that mean poverty is a spiritual condition?
As a matter of fact, if your ministry is an expression of
Remember Dolly Parton’s song about her Coat of Many
Colors? The song says that although they had no money, your love of God, I guarantee you will get far more than
you give.
she was as rich as she could be in her coat of many
colors. It was a coat made of rags someone gave her
See you Sunday if not before.
family that her mother had sewed together to make a
coat.
When the Church responds to any need, we are blessed.
But when that response includes bringing the good news
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
The last words of the Gospel according to St. Matthew describe how, after the
resurrection, Jesus instructed his followers to meet him at a sacred place where
believers and doubters alike heard the commission to make disciples and baptize them
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And to teach them to
be obedient always remembering that God is with us.

Adult Catechesis Group
Every Sunday at 5:30 p.m.
Who should attend? Anyone interested in lear ning more about the faith, prepar ing
for Confirmation, wanting to baptize a child or recently having baptized one, desiring to
be received into The Episcopal Church, or who wants to renew
his or her commitment to life in Christ.
Contact Father Joe or the Church Office for more information
Confirmation Liturgy is September 10th at 10:30 a.m.

JOBS for LIFE BRISTOL addresses the root causes of unemployment by uniting our local churches, businesses,
and community organizations and facilitating positive transformation in the lives of people right here in Bristol.
Many people in our community are without work or underemployed. Without meaningful work, there is a loss of
purpose and dignity. This creates a vicious cycle of poverty --- economically, spiritually and emotionally.
By training, equipping, and connecting churches, ministries, and businesses right here in our community, Jobs for Life
Bristol is helping prepare men and women for meaningful work through honest relationships, mentoring, Biblicallybased training, and an ongoing community of support.
There will be a training day for anyone interested in this ministry, especially those who might serve as mentors to
people who complete the program, on Tuesday, August 29. Location and hours will be announced soon. Contact the
rector for more information.
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News

By now, the Simpsons are settling in to our new life in
Sewanee, and my new life as a seminarian at the School of
Theology at the University of the South. I'm deeply grateful for
the support, love, and generosity our Emmanuel family has
shown us in making our farewell. We're especially grateful for
the tuition assistance Emmanuel is providing. Along with
financial aid from Sewanee, the diocese, and others, we are
close to being on pace for a debt-free seminary experience.
Know that I take a part of each of you with me when I go. Your
love, your passion, your expertise, your faithful discipleship,
and every way these are born out in your ministry I bring with
me to enrich my formation in this new place.
Sincerely,

Nominations
Three vestry members rotate off each year. If you would like to be a part of the lay leadership of Emmanuel
and continue the good work the current vestry is doing, please speak with any member of the Nominating
Committee: Barbara Sue Kurre, Jeremy McLaughlin, Greg Oakley, or Barbara Walling.
Vestry members must be active and regular communicants who have been Confirmed or Received into the
Episcopal Church.
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October 6–8th
Cost: $50, but assistance available, just ask
Three days in D.C! * Lots of sightseeing!
AcolyƟng, worship and exploring in the
highest cathedral in the U.S.

Depart: Friday , Oct. 6th
Return: Sunday evening, Oct. 8th
Sightseeing in D.C. Friday and Sunday
Acolyte FesƟval Saturday
Q. Do I have to be an acolyte to go?
A. No! (but we’ll train you if you’d like to learn!)
RSVP: Debbie Tidwell, lessofdeb@charter.net
The Messenger Page 4

Birthdays, Anniversaries & Prayers
Lay Minister Schedule & Propers
Sunday, August 6–The Transfiguration
Rally Day—Parish Picnic
8:00 a.m. service at church, 10:30 a.m. service at Cumberland Square Park
Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Peter 1:13-21; Luke 9:28-36; Psalm 99 or 99:5-9
Sunday, August 13–Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Psalm 105, 1-6, 16-22, 45b; Romans 10:5-15;
Matthew 14:22-33
8:00 am Lector .............................................................................................. Dave Zochowski
10:30 am Lector ................................................................................................. Sharon Kyser
Intercessor ............................................................................................................. Janet Jayne
Lay Eucharistic Minister ..................................................................................... Walt Bressler
Ushers................................................................................................... Cher and Bryan Young
Acolytes .....................................................................................................................................
Sunday, August 20–Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 45:1–15; Psalm 133; Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32; Matthew 15: (10–20), 21–28
8:00 am Lector ........................................................................................ Fred Knickerbocker
10:30 am Lector ................................................................................................. Sharon Kyser
Intercessor ................................................................................................. Mary Beth Rainero
Lay Eucharistic Minister .....................................................................................Harriett Harty
Ushers......................................................................Shauna Nefos Webb and Michael Webb
Acolytes ......................................................... Tucker, Grace, Adilyn, Blaine, Hagan, Graham
Sunday, August 27–Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 1:8–2:10; Psalm 124; Romans 12:1–8; Matthew 16:13–20
8:00 am Lector ................................................................................................... Walt Bressler
10:30 am Lector ................................................................................................... Tom Rogers
Intercessor ........................................................................................................ Michael Webb
Lay Eucharistic Minister ....................................................................................... Tom Rogers
Ushers................................................................................................. Jade and Justin Carson
Acolytes ...................................................................... Daniel, Lola, Kira, Mayne, Sosie, Bree
Sunday, September 3–Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 3:1–15; Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c; Romans 12:9–21; Matthew 16:21–28
8:00 am Lector ..................................................................................... Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 am Lector ........................................................................................ Ashley McLaughlin
Intercessor ................................................................................................. Mary Beth Rainero
Lay Eucharistic Minister ........................................................................................ Chris Yoder
Ushers................................................................................ Shawna and Brian Knickerbocker
Acolytes .............................................................................David, Grace, Lana, Millie, Judson

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1 Jonathan Harden
Josephine Makres
3 Scott Lamie
Becca Powers
5 Hattie Powers
Henry Rainero
6 Jan Bruce
7 Tucker Couch
Bill Hagey
Tariq Zaidi
9 Jack Taylor
10 Travis Sullins
Karen Tillison
11 Chad Couch
12 John Mongle
14 Bettie Hite
Gayle Mallin
20 Blair Jones
Claire Miller
22 Savannah Carson
25 Chris Kuhnert
26 Jan Rainero
31 Archie Hubbard

AUGUST WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
5
15
17
22
23
27
28
30
31

Jan & Leno Rainero
Sandra & Allen Rushing
Lark & Brad Adams
Judith & Craig Wylie
Tammy & Bob Hardee
Hollie & Matt Lavinder
Caroline & Travis Sullins
Melissa & David Taverner
Claire & George Miller
Julia & John Rainero
Elaine & Greg Coleman

PRAYER REQUESTS
Paul Anderson, Ruby Barber, Diane Bedwell, Carol Biegler, Henry Brewer, Sue Brickey, Eda Brink, Barbara Bunn, Lisa
Campbell, Winifred Campbell, Ben Crenshaw, Horace Crenshaw, Willie Crumley, Ivy Daniels, Alva, Emma, Helyn Dougherty,
Dee Flanagan, Frank, Annette, Bertha Holloman, Devin Williams Hancock, Tom Hurt, Joe Kurre, Donald McCathy, Amber
McLeroy, Kristi Malone, Ann Martin-Thomas, Jill Mendiljian, Claire Miller, George Miller, Dan Morgan, Mark Morgan,
Rachael Morgan, Laura Pearson, Jack Presnell, Renea Ramey, Sharon Reed, Rick Rimer, Ann Roberts, Jim Rodgers, Joyce
Rodgers, Robert Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Emma Russell, Felicity Russell, Norma Shew, Sharon Slaughter, Mary Jo Thomas,
and Audrey Zaidi
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August 2017 Parish Calendar
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Vestry News
The June 19, 2017 Vestry meeting was called to order at
5:30 p.m. and began with prayer.
Members present: Maggie Green, Tom Hairston, Barbara
Sue Kurre, Sharon Kyser, Jeremy McLaughlin, Tom Rogers,
Barbara Walling, Michael Webb, and Richard Wolfe.
Members absent: Jade Carson, Greg Oakley, Audrey Zaidi.
Guest: Loretta Trayer
The minutes of the May 15, 2017 meeting were approved.
Rector’s Report
 May attendance: Sundays–115; Wednesdays–12;
Brookdale–7; Ascension 30
 Rally Day-Sunday, August 6 at Cumberland Square Park
 Nursery Construction begins the week of June 26.
 September 19, The North East Tennessee/South West
Virginia American Guild of Organists will have their
meeting at Emmanuel. There will be a dinner and
concert.
 Daniel Shew installed the whiteboard in the conference
room.
 Former parishioner Jim Woodrum is now Brother Jim
Woodrum, having taken his vows June 17.
 Linda Rector is organizing a chapter of Daughters of the
King.
Director of Formation Ministries Report
 John Simpson thanked Barbara Sue Kurre and Maggie
Green for assisting Sherri Hopkins with children’s Sunday
school. Maggie Green requested that Vestry members
consider volunteering for the program.
 Ann Oakley met with the adult planning committee for
the youth program.
 There has been an organizational meeting with
individuals who will teach the J2A program this fall.
 There are three outreach days planned for July. Youth will
be ministering with Family Promise, Healing Hands and
the Boys and Girls Club.
 The Happy Our group is meeting in member homes
during the summer.
Wardens’ Reports/Remarks
 Senior Warden Report-No report.
Junior Warden Report
 Three quotes were procured for the resurfacing of the
parking lots. Superior Paving was deemed the best value
and quality by the Finance Committee. Jeremy
McLaughlin presented quote from Superior and it is
attached to the minutes. Motion from Finance
Committee to approve $19,000 for the repaving of the
parking lots. Motion passed unanimously. Motion from
Jeremy McLaughlin for $2,000 to make the James Street
entrance handicap accessible. Second by Tom Rogers.
Motion passed unanimously.
 After several issues, the handicap lift is now functional
as well as the phone for emergency call service.

Treasurer’s Report
 Motion to approve up to $1,500 to provide training for
Adriel Slaughter as a Catechist. Motion approved
unanimously.
 Motion from the Finance Committee to provide a $1,000
education scholarship for John Simpson and to allow him
to keep his computer. Motion approved unanimously.
Committees and Ministries
Fine Arts and Memorials Committee
 The Fine Arts and Memorials Committee recommends
the current giving policy be amended to 1) remove the
requirement that trustees be involved in the decisions
regarding acceptance of non-monetary gifts; 2) allow only
the Fine Arts and Memorials Committee to deem a nonmonetary gifts acceptability, 3) remove the requirement
for an appraisal for non-monetary gifts from donors, and,
4) allow the Fine Arts and Memorials Committee
determine if an appraisal is needed for non-monetary
gifts from donors.
 Loretta Trayer provided a five year plan for the
conservation and preservation of the church. The
document is attached to the minutes. She would like
continue the projects outlined in the plan and suggests
that the wood in the altar area be the next phase. This
would be approximately $61,000 and would take several
months to complete. Referred to Finance Committee and
Endowment Committee for funding. The Fine Arts and
Memorials Committee requests the decision be made
within the next month.
 The committee is researching an appropriate permanent
basin for the Baptismal Font. Motion from Tom Rogers to
approve up to $1,500 from the Mike Blair memorial fund
to purchase a permanent basin for the Baptismal Font.
Second by Maggie Green. Motion approved unanimously.
Old Business
 John Simpson provided a quote from Tri-State Signs
regarding parking signs for the parking lot. The quote is
attached to the minutes. Motion by Tom Hairston to
approve up to $750 for three 18” X24” signs for the
Cumberland Street lot and one 18”X 24” sign for the
James Street lot. Second by Sharon Kyser. Motion
passed unanimously.
 Tom Rogers provided details of the construction of the
new nursery on the second floor.
No new business.
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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MESSENGER

The deadline to submit information for the September 2017 Messenger is August 11. Please be prompt.

Weekly Schedule

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Holy Eucharist
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 a.m. Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd
Youth Formation

9:30 a.m.
Adult Formation
WEDNESDAY
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Young Adult Formation
Choir
Resumes in September
BIBLE STUDY
10 a.m.
Thursday
SATURDAY
SERVICE
5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist

Sunday, August 6
Cumberland Square Park
Gathering at 10:00 a.m. Eucharist at 10:30 a.m.
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Fried chicken, potato wedges, and drinks will be provided.
Don’t forget a lawn chair or blanket.
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