MESSENGER
From The Rector
Rather than being
pushed by beliefs we are
pulled by desire, by what
we love.
I have been reading
James K. A. Smith’s
book, Desiring the
Kingdom: Worship, Worldview, and Cultural
Formation. Dr. Smith will speak at Emmanuel on April
11th at seven o’clock. His book pulls together a
number of themes the Church needs to consider,
starting with the observation that we are formed by
what we desire.
Each Sunday during Lent we began the ten-thirty
liturgy with the Penitential Rite which includes naming
the Ten Commandments and hearing the words of
Christ when he said the Law and the Prophets are
summed up in the commands to love God with all our

hearts and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
The Creeds were formed as a way to speak of the love
that pulls us toward God and our neighbors. Therefore
we should focus on living into belief in God more than
teaching about the benefits of such belief.
Emmanuel has been given a great opportunity to
express our love of God and our neighbors as we are
search for a deeper and more spiritual way of being
Christ’s Church. It may be Providential that Dr. Smith’s
visit comes when it does. I hope some of you will join
me in reading his book and many will plan to attend
his lecture.
To be human is to love, and what we love defines who
we are.
See you Sunday if not before.

Adult Catechesis Group
For Those Interested in Confirmation, Reception, or Renewal of Baptismal Vows
One of the primary ministries of bishops is confirming Christians who desire to make mature
affirmations of their faith. The Episcopal Church also provides for the Reception of Christians who have
been confirmed in another tradition. There is also a means for receiving our bishop’s blessing when
adults desire to live a more deeply spiritual life through the renewal of our baptismal vows.
The Rector will facilitate a group as well as meet with individuals who desire one of these.
The group will meet on Sundays at nine-fifteen.
Our goal is not to offer a series of classes leading to graduation.
Rather this will be a group focused on personal spirituality within the sacramental community.
Individual pastoral conversations with the rector are encouraged.
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
King Institute for Faith and Culture
On Monday, April 11, King University Institute for Faith and Culture presents
James K.A. Smith. Professor Smith teaches philosophy at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he holds the Gary and Henrietta Byker Chair in
Applied Reformed Theology and Worldview. A native of Embro, Ontario, Smith
has written numerous books, including Desiring the Kingdom. His work has
also appeared in publications such as Christianity Today, New York Times, Wall
Street Journal, and Detroit Free Press. Smith also edits Comment magazine
and is a senior fellow at Cardus, a Canadian think tank dedicated to renewal of
North American social architecture. The first lecture will be at the King
University Memorial Chapel at 9:15 a.m. and the second presentation will be
at Emmanuel at 7:00 p.m.

Our green food pantry box is empty! Please bring non-perishable items to be
donated to the Bristol Emergency Food Pantry. The Food Pantry is the city's
major hunger-relief organization and is working to end food poverty
throughout the region by organizing food, information and support for
community survival and dignity. As the city's hub for integrated food poverty
assistance, the Food Pantry provided food to almost 14,000 hungry local
people during 2015.
Without the help of local supporters the work of the Bristol Emergency Food
Pantry would not be possible.

SOCIAL CLUB
Tuesday, April 5, 6:00p.m.
Join us for an evening of great food,
bingo and prizes, and fellowship.
2016 Social Club Dates
Tuesday, May 3
Tuesday, June 6
Tuesday, July 5
Tuesday, August 2
Tuesday, September 6
Tuesday, October 4
Tuesday, November 1
Tuesday, December 6
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Reminder to Meals on Wheels Drivers

Meals on Wheels will be Wednesday, April 6
Thank you all for your ministry in our community.
2016 Meals on Wheels Dates
Wednesday, May 4
Wednesday, June 7
Wednesday, July 6
Wednesday, August3
Wednesday, September 7
Wednesday, October 5
Wednesday, November 2
Wednesday, December 7

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Coffee Hour

One of the most delicious ministries at Emmanuel is
Coffee Hour. It’s a great time to relax and socialize
with fellow parishioners before or after Sunday
Eucharist.
To be able to continue providing doughnuts for
Coffee Hour, we are in need of people who are
willing to pick up doughnuts from Blackbird Bakery
on Saturday afternoon and deliver them to the
church.
If you are interested in assisting with this ministry,
please email or call the Parish Office.
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com
276-669-6488

March was a very busy month at Emmanuel.
Because of the active participation of so many
parishioners Emmanuel was able to assist feeding
individuals in our community at the Soup Kitchen
and at Social Club; we had wonderful soup suppers
provided for our Wednesday night Lenten series,
and were blessed with joyous Holy Week and
Easter services.
Thank you to everyone who ministered to our
community and our congregation. Emmanuel is
truly a place where God’s blessings are abundant!

April 2016 Lay Minister Schedule and Propers
Sunday, April 3–2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 5:27–32; Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4–8;
John 20:19–31
8:00 a.m. Lector ..............................Fred Knickerbocker
10:30 a.m. Lector .............................. Barbara Simpson
Intercessor ............................................... Debbie Tidwell
Eucharistic Minister ...................................... Chris Yoder
Acolytes: .............. Tucker, Elayna, Amelia, Lana, Adilyn
Ushers ..................................... Monica and Daniel Shew

Sunday, April10–2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:1–20; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11–14;
John 21:1–19
8:00 a.m. Lector ..................................... David Taverner
10:30 a.m. Lector ....................................... Bob Hardee
Intercessor ................................................. Tom Hairston
Eucharistic Minister ................................... Tom Hairston
Acolytes: .......... David, Milly, Lola, Rowan, Amelia, Kira
Ushers...................... Barbara Simpson & Cher Marshall

Sunday, April 17–3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:36–43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9–17;
John 10:22–30
8:00 a.m. Lector ................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 a.m. Lector ........................................ Janet Jayne
Intercessor ................................................Michael Webb
Eucharistic Minister ................................... Walt Bressler
Acolytes: ..... Olivia, Adilyn, Mayne, Hagan, Lilley, Grace
Ushers ............................... Jan Rainero & Harriett Harty

Sunday, April 24 4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 11:1–18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1–6;
John 13:31–35
8:00 a.m. Lector .......................... Frank Goodpasture III
10:30 a.m. Lector ............................ Mary Beth Rainero
Intercessor ................................................... Greg Oakley
Eucharistic Minister ...................................Harriett Harty
Acolytes: ........ Jack, Elayna, Amelia, Judson, Kira, Lola
Ushers................ Michael Webb & Shauna Nefos-Webb
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
FEAST of the ASCENSION
Thursday, May 5

6:00 p.m.

Holy Eucharist–Bledsoe Chapel

No Summer Slump at Emmanuel!
In addition to services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. on Sundays
and Wednesday at 12:15 p.m.
we will offer a

Saturday Eucharist
starting May 21st
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Youth Summer Opportunities
For youth, some of the deepest, most lasting formation happens when we have a chance to get away from familiar
spaces, and commit our hands and hearts to something unique and new. Theologians call them ‘liminal spaces.’ I call
it an AWESOME SUMMER!
Here are several opportunities to make your summer vacation count!

HUGS CAMP
A unique camp for unique people
dionc.org/Youth/hugs-camp.html

Mon, Jul 11 until Sat, Jul 16

HUGS is about shared experiences: Campers with special needs are
paired with one or more “helper” campers, who assist the special-needs
campers with all the activities of camp life.
If you’re interested, watch the video at the site above, and talk to John,
emmanuelforma@gmail.com

RIVER ADVENTURE PROGRAM
Various dates from June 12-August 3
http://youth.dioswva.org/

 A safe experience of God’s creation in the wilderness.
 An experience of Christian community, service, fellowship & worship.
 Training in canoe and environmentally sound camping techniques
 Adult leaders trained in youth ministry.
 Opportunities for personal and spiritual growth.
 Opportunities for many types of leadership.
 Opportunities to live simply and practice stewardship of their bodies

and of God’s natural world.

Youth Week @ Kanuga

June 19-24th, Kanuga Conference Center
Grades 7–12
Youth Week brings together youth from around the
country for a week of fun, friendship and prayer.
Through small group discussions, full gatherings,
music, prayer and play, youth are encouraged To
explore their faith in a welcoming Christian
community.

Summer Camp for the Dio. of SW Virginia
Programs are for rising fifth through twelfth graders. In addition to our basic
camp activities like hiking, arts and crafts, swimming, campfires, etc., we
also have special camps focused on nature and the environment, rock
climbing and repelling, community service, backpacking and camping,
caving and climbing. All of these programs offer real challenges in an
environment that is safe.
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Parish Calendar and Prayer Requests
4
5
6
7
8
9
11
15
16
17
28

30

BIRTHDAYS

Kitty Pitini
Bill Marburg
Sharon Penny
Dan Shew
Anne Stuart, Anne Tickle
Rick Armstrong
Susan McCall
Barbara Simpson
Amelia Jarrard
Anne Neese
Jordan Taverner
Lisa Mitchell
Justin Carson
Molly Wurmser
Bob Hardee
Tineke Marburg
Jason Cannon
Jeremy McLaughlin
Cooper Harmon

WEDDING

2
11
17
20
23
28

ANNIVERSARIES

Veronica & Jack Taylor
Fran & Jim McGlothlin
Carolyn & Kerry Haynes
Sue & Jim Prill
Joyce & Robert Rodgers
Matt & Nancy Wood

PRAYER REQUESTS

Jim Barber, Ruby Barber, Richard
Barnes, Carol Biegler, Sue
Brickey, Barbara Bunn, Winifred
Campbell, Ben Crenshaw, Sharon
Cross, Ivy Daniels, Mark Dollar,
Alva, Emma, Danny Freeman,
Ann Gillenwater, Annette, Sharon
Hatcher, James Heath, Tom Hurt,
Michael Johnston, Bill Keith, John
T. Kelly, Joe Kurre, Chris Mallin,
Gayle Mallin, Ann Martin-Thomas,
Jim McGlothlin, Jill Mendiljian,
Claire Miller, Helen Moore, Dan
Morgan, Mark Morgan, Rachael
Morgan, Ron Morgan, Tony
Morrell, Jan Ransom, Jim
Rodgers, Joyce Rodgers, Robert
Rodgers, Denise Rowe, Norma
Shew, Sharon Slaughter, Sarah
Vaughn, Charlotte Vaughn, Reilly
Vaughn, Donnie Wheatley, Bob
Wick, Josh Yoder, the families in
Family Promise, Healing Hands
patients and staff, Will Haynes
and all those serving in the
military.
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BRADFORD DIOCESAN YOUTH EXCHANGE
Wednesday August 3rd—Friday August 5th
Our brothers and sisters in Bradford, England (officially the Diocese of West Yorkshire and the Dales) are spending two weeks here in the Diocese of Southwest Virginia. We in Bristol are hosting them for the dates above.
Here’s what we need.

 A team to design three days of the true Bristol experience
 Families to host 1 or 2 girls aged 16–19
 YOUTH to build relationships and travel with our friends on all or part

of their journey with us

Contact John Simpson at emmanuelforma@gmail.com by April 15th.

Vestry News
The February 22, 2016 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel Episcopal Church
was called to order at 5:15 p.m.
Members Present: Tom Rogers, Barbara Sue Kurre, Michael Webb, Greg
Oakley, Sharon Kyser, Maggie Green, Fred Knickerbocker, Debbie Tidwell,
Jeremy McLaughlin, Audrey Zaidi, and Barbara Walling.
Members Absent: Doug Mitchell

∘ On Sunday, February 21, 13 people were certified with Safeguarding

∘

Minutes of the January 2016 vestry meeting were approved.
Rector’s Report
∘ All priests are required to report to the bishop a report of their
continuing education annually. The rector’s 2015 Continuing Education
Report was distributed and is attached.
∘ Parochial Report is due March 1. A PDF will be sent to signatories
(Rector, Wardens, Treasurer) before report is filed electronically. All
vestry members will receive PDF of final document and a hard copy will
be posted on the Bulletin Board.
∘ The microphone on the lectern needs to be remounted for better
amplification and the output checked on the hands free system. K.D.
Forsha has been contacted for the project. If the total cost is less than
$500, the vestry authorized the rector proceed including having a
microphone permanently installed on the lectern.
∘ For the Poor task force will be formed to discuss Emmanuel’s ministry
with the poor. All vestry members are invited to attend a meeting on
Monday, February 28 at 5:15 p.m. to organize the task force.
∘ There has been conversation about adding a Saturday evening
Eucharist beginning the weekend after Pentecost through the summer.
There was support for the idea. The vestry will discuss it further.
∘ There was discussion of illuminating the bell tower to draw attention to
Emmanuel. The tower can be seen from both Holston Avenue and the
Confederate Cemetery. Lighting would draw attention and, it was
noted, increase safety.
∘ There will be a plaque placed with the Sanctuary Lamp in the nave
noting it is in memory of Peggy Rogers.
∘ January attendance: Sundays 103; Wednesdays 7; Thursdays 15;
Epiphany Evening Prayers 15.
∘ On the Eve of Pentecost a “Newcomers” dinner will be hosted by the
bishop honoring confirmands, those who are received, and those who
renew the baptismal vows, as well as any who have come to Emmanuel
since Pentecost 2014.
∘ Bishop Bourlakas appointed the rector to serve on the Commission on
Ministry. He remains Dean of the Convocation and serving his final year
on Executive Board.
∘ The midweek Lenten Series began last week. Soup is served at 6:00
p.m. and the program begins at
∘ 6:30 p.m. Roger Leonard will speak on February 24. Helen Scott with
Healing Hands will be the speaker on March 2.
∘ The rector has invited the Rev. Dr. Roger Bowen to preach at both
Eucharist’s on March 6. He will also present a program during the
Sunday School hour on the Haiti Cooperative. He will also speak that
afternoon at a convocational meeting at St. Thomas.
∘ The Church Pension Group is changing the Life Insurance benefit. A
motion was made by Jeremy McLaughlin, second by Maggie Green, and
approved unanimously to take advantage of the increased coverage.
∘ A report regarding an incident that occurred on Friday, February 19,
requiring a 911 call was presented to the Vestry. The consensus was
the incident was handled appropriately and procedures are in place to
minimize the risk of admitting persons who exhibit inappropriate
behavior in the future.
∘ King Institute for Faith and Culture lecture at Emmanuel are Tuesday,
March 1 (Dean Luke Powery of Duke University will speak) and April 11
(Dr. James Smith). Both lectures will be in the nave.
∘ The rector and Tom Hairston have been invited to participate in
training to better utilize stewardship resources which are available to
parishes.
Director of Formation Ministries Report
∘ John Simpson thanked Barbara Walling, Barbara Sue Kurre, and
Maggie Green for their assistance during Sunday school classes. He
also expressed his thanks for parishioner Leslea Bowen and her
assistance during Sunday school classes.

∘

God’s Children. John Simpson and David Taverner taught the class.
John will evaluate Emmanuel’s policy and procedures related to
Safeguarding and present a draft for approval at the next Vestry
meeting.
John Simpson and his family recently participated in an event at
Sewanee designed to give potential seminarians an experience of
classes and community life. He has begun the process of moving from
aspirant to candidate for holy orders.
Three of our youth will participate in the spiritual retreat called “The
Happening” Friday, February 26–Sunday, February 28.

Wardens’ Reports/Remarks
Senior Warden Report
∘ The new process is in place for reconciling collections.
Junior Warden Report
∘ Three new Nest thermostats have been installed. An anonymous
benefactor paid for the new thermostats and installation.
∘ A motion was made Sharon Kyser to approve up to $2,000 for new
junipers and mulch for the grounds. Second by Tom Rogers. Motion
was unanimously approved.
Treasurer’s Report
∘ 2015 End-of-Year Financial Statements were reviewed and are
attached.
∘ January 2016 Financials were reviewed and are attached.
∘ The treasurer brought a motion from the Finance Committee to replace
outgoing treasurer, Bob Bruce, as a signatory with the current treasurer
Greg Oakley on the TriSummit account. Motion was approved
unanimously.
∘ The treasurer brought a motion from the Finance Committee to move
$200,000 from TriSummit to a money market account at Renasant
bank. Motion approved unanimously.
∘ Signatories on the new account with Renasant will be Secretary
Maggie Green, Treasurer Greg Oakley, and the Senior Warden Sharon
Kyser. It will require two signatures to make any changes to the
account. Motion approved unanimously.
∘ The treasurer brought a motion from the Finance Committee to
establish an account with Renasant for the rector’s discretionary fund
with the Rector Joe Dunagan and Treasurer Greg Oakley as signatories.
Motion approved unanimously.
∘ The treasurer brought a motion from the Finance Committee to
designate the 3rd weekend loose plate offering for rector’s
discretionary fund. Motion approved unanimously.
∘ The treasurer brought a motion from the Finance Committee to
purchase 25 hymnals for $600. Motion approved unanimously.
∘ Finance committee moved that memorial funds up to $2,500 to
purchase an antique Pascal Candle Stand. Approved unanimously.
Committee Reports
∘ Fr. Joe reported that Loretta Trayer took several needlepoint pieces our
consultant in Maryland for instruction on the proper way to repair and
maintain our needlepoint kneelers.
Old Business
New Business
∘ A gift was made to offset the cost of gutter maintenance/replacement.
If the cost exceeds the $2,000 donation, the Finance Committee will
be advised.
∘ Michael Webb suggested the vestry research the probability of
electronic donations at Emmanuel. Jeremy McLaughlin made a motion
that the Parish Administrator report back to the Finance Committee
options. It was second by Debbie Tidwell. Motion unanimously
approved.
∘ Tom Rogers asked about the status of Family Promise. At this time
Emmanuel is not scheduled to host.
The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.
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Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER

The deadline to submit information for the May 2016 Messenger is April 22. Please be prompt.

SUNDAY SERVICES
8 a.m. Rite I
10:30 a.m. Rite II

Youth Confirmation Group

SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 a.m. Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd

Sundays, April 10th-May 8th
9:15 to 10:15, and noon to 1:30

Youth Formation

9:30 a.m.
Adult Forum (Library)
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
12:15 p.m.
Holy Eucharist &
Prayers for Healing
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY
EUCHARIST & YAF
6 p.m. Bledsoe Chapel
6:45 p.m. YAF
BIBLE STUDY
10 a.m.
Thursday
Conf. Room

We have five young people offering themselves as candidates
for Confirmation. Their formation began when only God knew
them and will continue throughout their lives. These next five
weeks will help them explore how they will live out their
baptisms.
Please pray for Daniel, Corey, Laura, Elizabeth, Jack and David.
Confirmation will be May 15th, the Feast of Pentecost, and our
episcopal visitation by Bishop Mark Bourlakas.
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