MESSENGER
From The Rector
Someone recently suggested we offer
a class entitled Confirmation: Part 2. I
thought that was a great idea and
suspect many of us would benefit from
revisiting our confirmation experience
to fill in some missing pieces. I
suspect some of the questions we
would want to explore have to do with liturgy. When do I
stand or sit or bow or make the sign of the cross? I can
only imagine how strange some of our traditions and
customs must seem. In fact, some of the things we do are
far removed from their original intent. For that reason, I
have two guiding principles when I preside or celebrate.
First, don’t do anything that distracts from the prayers or
the impact of God’s word. Second, don’t do anything if you
don’t know why you do it. Sometimes there are distractions
and I am continually learning new things about liturgy, but
my goals are to get out of the way of the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit and to keep it gracefully simple.
The key to understanding our Book of Common Prayer is to
use it. Start with the most familiar, the Eucharistic Prayers
we use every Sunday. For most of you, that is Rite II which
begins on page 355. Pay attention to the rubrics which are
the instructions printed in italic. You will notice some
rubrics are straightforward such as, “The people standing,
the celebrant says…” Others are worded in such a way that
we understand what follows is optional, “The celebrant may
say…” The rubrics will guide you to know when to stand or
sit or kneel.

From time to time we use the liturgy for Holy
Baptism that begins on page 299. We use this liturgy not
only when we baptize a new Christian but when the bishop
is present for confirmation, reception and renewal of our
baptismal vows. We will use it for certain feast days,
especially The Baptism of Our Lord. Before the next
occasion for this liturgy, read it ahead of time. I would be
happy to talk with you about it.
The Daily Offices occupy much of the Prayer Book and
within these ancient offices are some incredibly beautiful
prayers. Try offering some of the Compline (beginning on
page 127) as you prepare for bed in the evening. There is
an office for morning, noon, and evening as well.
At the heart of Anglican—and therefore Episcopal—
spirituality is Lex orandi, lex credenda which is Latin for the
law of prayer is the law of faith. It suggests that what we
pray is what we believe. We are formed by our prayers.
When we are faithful to the daily, weekly, and annual
prayers, we are formed, reformed and transformed by the
experience of our common prayers.
I will use this column and The Pew as we move through the
liturgical year to explain why we do what we do when we
gather for prayer and will look for opportunities to teach or
have conversations about what it means to be an Episcopal
Christian. There is much we can learn together and, much
more importantly, many ways
we can grow spiritually.
See you Sunday if not before.

Blessing of the Animals
11:00 am

Knickerbocker Farm
11201 Oak Grove Rd. Bristol, VA
See page 3 for directions.

St. Francis Concert
3:00 pm

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
700 Cumberland St. Bristol, VA
All donations will benefit Holly Help.
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Senior Moment
¡Cuando vuelva a tu lado!

During a recent Vestry meeting, I experienced one of those
movie theater moments. No, not the one where you get
caught sneaking Jack Daniels and home-made popcorn
into the movie; but, instead, when carried along by the
moment, you briefly experience a slight shift in
consciousness and observe yourself observing the movie
and the theater goers.
A song written in 1934 by a
relatively obscure Mexican
composer started to play in my
head. Maria Joaquina de la
Portilla Torres Grever was born in
Mexico City in 1894. She’s not
mentioned in many
encyclopedias of composers, and
is unknown to most of us, yet
many of her songs are kept alive
by recording stars such as
Placido Domingo and Aretha
Franklin, and by search engines
such as Google. Her most
Maria Grever, 1885-1951
famous song became a hit in
1959. It was recorded then by Dinah Washington, as
“What a diff’rence a day made” and has been recorded
many times since.
The first verse is a fitting summation of what I observed in
the meeting while I was getting all metaphysical:
What a diff'rence a day made
Twenty-four little hours
Brought the sun and the flowers
Where there used to be rain
This verse seems a fitting metaphor for our recent past
and promising future. (The subsequent verses are less
useful metaphysically, and more descriptive romantically;
and as Dr. Sheldon Cooper has said on The Big Bang
Theory, “We know everything there is to know about
kissing. It requires 34 facial muscles and 112 postural
muscles.”) As with the book of Genesis, if you’re
comfortable redefining a day of 24 hours to be a longer
period, then that one day becomes a couple of weeks since
Kathy Dunagan became Canon Missioner, the bishop’s
representative for our Convocation; a few months since
Father Joe was called to be our rector; and almost a year
since Preston Mitchell became our Deacon. So much
positive change; so much more certainty than unknowns
compared to a day ago, i.e. this time last year.

This initial observation was perhaps obvious to a casual
Vestry watcher, but the less obvious commentary can be
found in the Catechism on page 855 of the Book of
Common Prayer.
It asks: ‘Who are the ministers of the Church?’
And it answers: “The ministers of the Church are lay
persons, bishops, priests, and deacons.”
Before the 1979 BCP, that answer did not include lay
leadership; and indeed, a search of the 1928 BCP’s
Catechism and Articles of Religion find the word ‘lay’
primarily in the context of the bishop’s laying on of hands
during confirmation and ordination. The professional,
ordained orders (bishop, priest, deacon) were the ones
responsible for the running of all church affairs. It was
therefore gratifying to see representatives of all four
orders, sitting together, working in harmony and sharing
the responsibility for the work of the parish.
The title of Maria Grever’s original song title before it
became Dinah Washington’s hit single, was ‘Cuando
vuelva a tu lado’ which translates from the Spanish as
‘When I return to your side.’ While ‘What a diff’rence a day
made’ evokes the romantic notion of improved
circumstances, it also suggests an impermanence – the
idea that the next twenty-four hours might, with bad luck,
take back all of the gains of the previous day. Nationwide
Insurance Company used this scare tactic in their ‘Life
comes at you fast’ advertising campaign, with one
commercial showing a tree falling on a family’s brand new
car. The original title, ‘When I return to your side,’ on the
other hand, expresses the idea of togetherness, in good
times and bad - a shared journey regardless of situation or
outcome.
The Catechism asks: “What is the duty of all Christians?”
And answers:
“The duty of all Christians is to come together week
by week to follow Christ; … and to work, pray, and
give for the spread of the Kingdom of God”.
Emmanuel is fortunate to be represented so ably by all the
orders of our Church; and I’m grateful to be part of a
vibrant parish and seeing the lay order continuing to return
- growing in size and working side by side every day with
each other, Preston, Joe and Kathy. ¡Cuando vuelva a tu
lado!

David Taverner, Senior Warden
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Deacon’s Word
The Rev. Preston Mitchell

The word for this
month is pastoral.
Pastoral care is an
important part of our
church’s life.
Pastoral care, while
primarily seen as a
role for the priest
and the deacon,
needs to be a ministry for both clergy and
laity.
When I came to Emmanuel in February I
was given the names of Episcopalians,
some who were or had been members of
Emmanuel at one point in their lives, that
were unable to get to church on a regular
basis, but still wanted that connection with
the church. I began visiting some of these
folks on a regular basis at Gran Court and
Broadmore. When Father Joe came in
June he was introduced to these people
and between the two of us we have
ministered to them. Sadly three of those
identified in these homes have passed
away. In addition to these folks, Father Joe
with the help of Peggy Rogers began to
have “church” at Gayle Mallin’s home on a
weekly basis. The “congregation” has
included myself, Peggy, Ann Martin, and
Joyce Rodgers. There are other people in
our church family who have difficulty
coming to church and we wish to identify
and minister to the.
At Rally Day I spoke to the different
ministries we have and asked the
congregation what ministry they would like
to be involved with. One of these
ministries is pastoral care teams. These
teams will be organized in pairs and would
be responsible for checking in with those
unable to make it to church. The check-ins
will include but not be limited to phone
calls, home visits, and greeting cards.
There are also some who have indicated
that if they had transportation they would
come on Sundays. Father Joe and I are
interested in identifying those of you who
might be interested in such a ministry.
Please contact one of us or Kristie if you
have such an interest.

St. Francis Day

Please join us as we celebrate the beauty
of God’s earth with a blessing of the
animals and a special fundraiser
performance on Saturday, October 4. The
animal blessing will be at the 11:00 am at
the Knickerbocker farm, 11201 Oak Grove
Road. Then join us for a concert at the
church to celebrate our animal friends at
3:00 pm. Concert proceeds will benefit
Holly Help.
Directions to the Knickerbocker Farm:
11201 Oak Grove Rd. Go to Lee Hwy
beyond Exit 5 (I-81). Go towards Crabtree
Motors. Turn left at light on Island Rd. Turn
right onto Wallace Pike just beyond I-81
Law service and Repair. Go approximately
1/2 mile and turn left onto Oak Grove Rd.
This is the 2nd road on the left on Wallace
Pike. Go 1/3 mile down Oak Grove Rd and
just past sharp curve to left, turn right on
gravel drive. You will see a barn and riding
ring. Bear to left to the barn.

Creeper Trail Bike Ride

Please join us for a bike ride on The
Creeper Trail, Sunday, October 12. We will
meet at Blue Blaze bike shop in Damascus
by 1:00 pm. From there, those of us who
need to rent a bike will do so, and we will
all take the1:30 pm shuttle to White Top.
The bike ride is mostly downhill and takes
around three hours, depending on how fast
you ride. We will end up back in Damascus
at the bike shop where all of our cars will
be parked. There is a sign-up sheet in the
parish hall or you can call Julia Rainero to
RSVP at 423-340-0941. It is VERY
important that we have a headcount by
Monday, October 6 in order to reserve our
bicycles and shuttle ride!

St. Elizabeth Guild

The St. Elizabeth Guild will have a guest
speaker Tuesday, October 14 at 10:30 am.
Mrs. Pat Muncie will be with us for our
study of healing oils of the bible. All ladies
of the church are welcome to join us on the
14th in the Parish Hall.

OCTOBER
2014
BIRTHDAYS
2 Anita Makres 7 Joseph
Slagle 8 Frank Winston
10 Patty Mitchell 11 Will
King 16 Corey Lavinder
17 Jim Hite, Reilly Vaughn
20 Julia Callahan, Pam
Rosenbalm 24 Stefanie
Green 28 Charlie Christ,
Hollie Lavinder 31 Barbara
Sue Kurre, Preston Mitchell

WEDDING
ANNIVERSARIES
2 Lisa and Doug Mitchell
3 Mary and Tommy Curtin
9 Joy and Guy Briggs, Baja
and Ellison Conrad
12 Diana and Johny Fuller
31 Tineke and Bill Marburg

PRAYER REQUESTS
Mike Blair, Arnell Byers,
Barbara Bunn, Winifred
Campbell, Kathy Frey, Ann
Gillenwater, Deirdre
Grogan, Sharon Hatcher,
Brennan Hodges, Ann
Holler, Emily Hubbard,
Michael Johnston, Thomas
Jones, John T. Kelly, Chris
Mallin, Gayle Mallin, Louise
Medley, Jill Mendiljian,
Elaine Parker, Joyce
Rodgers, Robert Rodgers,
Katy Sikorski, Sharon
Slaughter, Tracy Stark,
Nikki Guest Thomas,
Lamont Tidwell, Carla
Vaughn, Emma, the
families in Family Promise
The Messenger

Page 3

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News

Thank you to everyone who made Rally Day a huge success! We were blessed with
over 150 people in attendance, beautiful music, delicious food, and wonderful
fellowship. We’re already looking forward to Rally Day 2015!
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Calendar of Events
Saturday, October 4, 11:00 am
St. Francis Day Pet Blessing
(Knickerbocker Farm)
Saturday, October 4, 3:00 pm
St. Francis Day Concert at Emmanuel
Wednesday, October 8, 5:00 pm
Finance Committee
Sunday, October 12 after 10:30 am service
Creeper Trail Bike Ride
Monday, October 20, 5:15 pm
Vestry
Sunday, November 2
All Saints Sunday
Sunday, November 2–Sunday, November 9
Family Promise Host Week
Wednesday, November 5
Meals on Wheels
Sunday, November 9, 9:30 am
Annual Meeting (Parish Hall)
Wednesday, November 12, 5:00 pm
Finance Committee
Monday, November 17, 5:15 pm
Vestry
Wednesday, November 26-Friday, November 28
Parish Office Closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday, November 30, 5:00 pm
Advent Evensong
Wednesday, December 3
Meals on Wheels
Saturday, December 5
St Nicholas’ Feast Day
Saturday, December 5, 10:00 am
Decorating of the Chrismon Tree

† October 5th Thinking Missionally: An Introduction
to People of the Way
(The Rev. Preston Mitchell, Deacon)
† October 12th Professor Shannon Vance Harris, Ph. D.
† October 19th To be announced
† October 26th Donnie Wheatley, Executive Director,
Boys Home

Sundays in the Parish Library
at 9:15 a.m.

Wednesday, December 10, 5:00 pm
Finance Committee
Monday, December 15, 5:15 pm
Vestry
Sunday, December 21 during 10:30 am service
Christmas Pageant
Tuesday, December 23–Friday, December 26
Parish Office Closed for Christmas
Wednesday, December 24, 5:00 pm
Christmas Eve Family Service
Wednesday, December 24, 10:00 pm
The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord
Thursday, December 25, 4–7:00 pm
33rd Annual Community Christmas Dinner
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Vestry News
The August 18, 2014 Vestry meeting of Emmanuel
Episcopal Church was called to order at 5:17 pm with a
prayer by The Rev. Joe K. Dunagan, D. Min.
Members present: Brad Adams, Mike Blair, Frank
Goodpasture III, Tina Hitt, Fred Knickerbocker, Doug
Mitchell, Denise Rowe, Allen Rushing, David Taverner and
Debbie Tidwell.

Lord,

Members absent: Julia Rainero and Zane Myers.
Guests: Bob Bruce

Make me an instrument ofYour peace
Where there is hatred let me sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy

Approval of July 2014 Minutes
∘

Motion to accept the July 2014 minutes, as amended
below, by Fred Knickerbocker. Second by Debbie
Tidwell. Approved unanimously.
∘

Divine Master
Grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in pardoning that we are
pardoned.
It is in dying that we are born to
eternal life.
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The parish audit is due to Evans House by August 31,
2014. To satisfy this diocesan requirement
possibilities include a full audit or a financial review
and both would require hiring an outside CPA; or an
internal audit at no cost. A full audit could cost up at
$15,000. A financial review is more cost effective at
around $5,000 and would delve into processes and
procedures regarding all financials. The
recommendation was made to allow an internal audit
for 2013 to be submitted to the diocese by August 31,
2014.

Rector’s Report
∘

The rector expressed that he has continued to reach
out and become acquainted with the community. He
also noted that Rotary has been very beneficial.

∘

The rector informed the Vestry regarding the outreach
to parishioners in need of support and requested that
the Vestry continue to keep him informed as they
become aware of needs.

∘

The rector is making contacts with all shut ins in
conjunction with Deacon Preston Mitchell including
weekly home communion for several parishioners.

∘

The rector has received several invitations to
parishioners’ homes for meals.

∘

The rector continues to become familiar with the
church roster and will continue to reach out to
parishioners and insure they feel welcome at church
services / events.

∘

The rector acknowledged and is grateful for Carla
Vaughan’s service as Treasurer and thanked Bob Bruce
for taking over the role of Treasurer.

∘

Report on new member and member outreach.

St. Francis of Assisi
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Minutes of the July 21, 2014 Vestry meeting were
presented by the Rev. Dunagan.

Vestry News
∘

Our average Sunday attendance is 85.

∘

New computers have arrived.

∘

All volunteers that work on the church grounds are
extremely appreciated. Jack Taylor’s work on the
stucco and painting at the Cumberland Street side of
the building should be commended.

∘

Kathy Dunagan has been confirmed as a candidate for
the priesthood. Ordination will be at Emmanuel.
Deacon Kathy has been called to be the Canon
Missioner for the Diocese. A Canon Missioner resides
in a particular area and is an extension of the bishop’s
office who will handle issues locally with greater
expediency. They are also involved in transitions for
priests for parishes and also work as a liaison to the
bishop.

Financial Reports
∘

Bob Bruce presented the July 2014 financial reports
and informed the Vestry that the bank account at
TriSummit has been established. Henceforth, deposits
will be made at TriSummit and we will begin depletion
funds at Highlands Union Bank.

∘

Financial Audit still needs to be completed for 2013.
Audit committee still needs a third person to replace
Fred Knickerbocker. Mike Blair will follow up on a
replacement for Fred. The audit is due to Evans House
by the end of August; however, it will most likely not be
completed until October.

∘

Finance Committee has identified a need for an
accounts payable clerk to come in twice monthly to
write checks and issue 1099’s at year end. It was
discussed whether a parishioner or a person outside
the parish should be hired and that the rate of pay
should be $10 per hour with an estimated $1,000
annually. The topic will be brought back to Vestry next
month if a dependable and fastidious parishioner has
not been identified for the position.

Committee Reports
Old Business
New Business
∘

Nursery – Rev. Dunagan reported that we are at a
critical point needing someone in the nursery this
weekend. There is potential for Susan Early to return
to the position. It was suggested that King University
be contacted to see if there was anybody in their
program that would qualify.

∘

Cumberland Street Closure–There will be a public
event on August 30 that has good outreach/
evangelism potential. However, there was potential

concern about church property being mistreated. Rev.
Dunagan suggested we have parishioner presence
during the event. Blair Jones will be contacted for
more information and guidance.
∘

Rhythm and Roots Parking Fundraiser – Planning is
underway and passes are available. Kristie will be the
point of contact for purchasing passes.

∘

2015 Budget Process – David Taverner explained the
annual process.

∘

Nominations for 2015 Vestry Elections–Nominating
committee is meeting Tuesday, August 19.

Wardens’ Reports/Remarks
∘

Junior Warden Report

∘

Fleenor security quote–outside system–Allen Rushing
presented an estimate for a security system for the old
James Street entrance. The quote attached is
outdated and is currently $3880.85. Mr. Rushing
recommends Fleenor because they are our currently
security company and they have proven reliable.
Funds for the project would come from building and
repairs (117-440).
Motion to authorize the Junior Warden to
proceed with the Security System installation
with a maximum expense of $4,200, by Doug
Mitchell. Second by Denise Rowe. Approved
unanimously.

∘

Johnson Fence–repair fence in patio area–Allen
Rushing presented a quote to repair the fence that
was damaged three years ago. Quote is attached.
Brad Adams recalled an approval of $1000 in 2013
for this repair At the time the quote from Johnson was
$1,400. Currently, the quote is $680. Research 2013
minutes to assign an account for the expenditure.

Senior Warden Report
∘

David Taverner expressed a desire for focus on how we
welcome and follow up with new visitors, stewardship
and an ongoing need to obtain a master plan for our
landscaping / grounds maintenance. Vestry
discussion followed.

Benediction/Adjournment The Fr. Dunagan adjourned
the meeting at 6:51pm.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
8 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)

Sunday, October 5
The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 22)
Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20; Psalm 19;
Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 21:33–46

Sunday, October 12
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 23)
Exodus 32:1–14; Psalm 105:1–6. 19–23;
Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22:1–4

SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am Rector’s
Forum (Library)

8:00 am Lector.............................................. Walt Bressler
10:30 am Lector ....................................... David Taverner
Intercessor....................................................... Jerry Medley
Eucharistic Ministers ............. The Rev. Preston Mitchell &
David Taverner
Ushers ............................... Susan and Fred Knickerbocker
Acolytes.... Gabrielle Tidwell, Kira Adams, Judson Rainero

8:00 am Lector .................................. Frank Godpasture III
10:30 am Lector ............................................. Tom Rogers
Intercessor ........................................................ Zane Myers
Eucharistic Ministers
Harriett Harty and Tom Rogers
Ushers .................................... Melissa and David Taverner
Acolytes .....Olivia Hardee, Briana Hardee, Rowan Sullivan

WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel

Sunday, October 19
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 24)
Exodus 33:12–23; Psalm 99; 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10;
Matthew 22:15–22

Sunday, October 26
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 225
Deuteronomy 34:1–12; Psalm 90:1–6, 13–17;
1 Thessalonians 2:1–8; Matthew 22:34–46

8:00 am Lector................................................... John Harty
10:30 am Lector ............................................. Janet Jayne
Intercessor........................................... Ann Martin-Thomas
Eucharistic Ministers
Frank Goodpasture III
and David Taverner
Ushers ................................................. Nell and Dan Bieger
Acolytes.......................................................................... TBD

8:00 am Lector ....................................Fred Knickerbocker
10:30 am Lector ................................................... Sue Prill
Intercessor ....................................................... Bob Hardee
Eucharistic Ministers ............. The Rev. Preston Mitchell &
Tom Hairston
Ushers ..................................... Margaret and Greg Roberts
Acolytes ......................................................................... TBD

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesday,
7 pm Adult Choir
BIBLE STUDY
Thursday, 10 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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