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From The Rector

It happens in movies more than in
real ministry. When the priest asks if
there is anyone present who can show
just cause why a couple should not be
married, someone speaks up and the
befuddled Officiant admits, “They
didn’t cover this in seminary.” I’m glad
I never had that happen. I like to think my training taught
me more about how to respond to pastoral situation than
exactly what to do in each case. That is why the story of a
Presbyterian pastor in Oklahoma caught my attention.
According to several online sources, this pastor had a
congregant who was an immigrant from Syria. Apparently
he converted to Christianity and was baptized in the
presence of the congregation one Sunday morning before
returning to Syria for business and to see his family there.
A law suit filed against the pastor and the congregation
claims the convert’s life was threatened because the
church published news of the man’s baptism on their
website.
In the first decades after the resurrection converts to
Christianity knew their profession of Christ as Lord rather
than the emperor could be considered treason and was
punishable by death. That is precisely what

happened to many of the
martyrs including Perpetua, the young
catechumen I mentioned in a sermon recently. Now,
in the twenty-first century, converts are again at risk if they
witness (that is what the word martyr means) to their faith
in Jesus.
Should the Tulsa pastor have baptized this man? He was
apparently not able to witness to his faith if it meant
endangering his life. Baptism means that we have already
died with Christ and share in the certain hope of the
resurrection. Baptism means the only death we have to
fear is behind us. Nonetheless I can’t judge anyone for not
having sufficient faith to face death rather than confess
Jesus.
I don’t want to second guess (judge) the pastor or the
convert in this story. I do think it is a great starting point for
a serious conversation about one of the two dominical
sacraments, baptism, and what it means for the person
who is baptized and the community. I believe that is the
question before us as a community of faith and I look
forward to exploring together what it means for our children
and their children to be Christians.
See you Sunday if not before.

Our Church Family—Pentecost Sunday 2014
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Thank You

Memorials

Yvonne Bourne

The Rev & Dr George Bunn, III
Mr & Mrs John F. Harty, Sr
Dr & Mrs Joe Kurre

Betsy Fields Hall

Mr & Mrs Michael Blair
Blue Stocking Club
Ms. McLean Carroll
Dr & Mrs Charles Christ
Mr & Mrs Richard Horner, III
Mrs Ruth King
Ann Martin
Lee Wampler
Franklin & Arlene Wheat
Randall Todd Wolf

Betty Kuhnert
Ms Susan Tanner

Mary Landrum

Mr & Mrs Thomas Rogers, III
Ms Susan Tanner

Janet Sanders

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Greene
Mr & Mrs John F. Harty, Sr
Mr & Mrs Richard Horner, III
Mr & Mrs Michael Riley

Steve Stone

Linda & Jim Rainero

Jane Elzey Tayloe
Betty & Mac Bowes

Evelyn Thomas

The Rev & Dr George Bunn, III

Roger Williams

The Rev & Dr George Bunn, III

Peggy Winston

BTES
Mrs Anne Fleming
Mr & Mrs Bill Hagey
Mr & Mrs John F. Harty, Sr
Mrs Amelia Jarrard
Louise King
Mr. & Mrs. Preston King, IV
Dr & Mrs Joe Kurre
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Millard
Ms Susan Tanner
Mrs Lee Wampler

Honorarium

David Taverner
Dr & Mrs Joe Kurre
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Dear Friends,

I write to thank you
for asking me to be
your “Priest-inCharge” these last
several years. I have
certainly enjoyed being the priest and
pastor for the church family of Emmanuel.
Your support of my ministry during all those
months has been appreciated.
I also wish to express my thanks for the
wonderful send off you have given me as I
once again begin my retirement. All the
personal and thoughtful cards from my last
Sunday with you, not to mention the
expression of gratitude with a fine
reception, great gifts and a traditional
“farewell purse.”

Join hosts Margaret and Greg Roberts for
Supper Club on Sunday, July 20 at
6:00 pm in the Parish Hall. Please call
Margaret and Greg to coordinate your dish,
423-968-4748. Everyone is invited!
Supper Club is sponsored by parishioners
at their home or the Parish Hall of
Emmanuel and is typically the third Sunday
of the month. Hosts provide the main dish
and attendee’s bring sides and desserts. If
you would like more information, or would
like to host, please contact Zane Myers,
916-752-0035.

Family Promise:
Van Drivers Needed

Faithfully,

Family Promise of Bristol is searching for
volunteer van drivers to transport guest
families. A longtime driver is on leave for
the summer, and another retired with little
notice . The program has a nice15passenger van. Gasoline is covered.
There are two shifts per weekday:
mornings at 7 am, and evenings at 5 pm.
Saturday pick-up is 9 am. Each shift
usually takes about an hour or less to
complete.

Craig R. Wylie

If you are interested or know someone who
might be, please contact Sharon Hicks,
276-494-0388, or 423-383-4011.

Judith and I are looking forward to a
summer with friends and family in a variety
of locations. Upon our return, we are still
planning to show up as parishioners—and
we still have not picked out exactly which
pew we intend to claim as the “Wylie” pew.
Thank you for being our church home.

July Birthdays
3 Beth Rogers 5 Brad Adams 7 Riley Sullivan
9 Tina Hitt 10 Olivia Hardee, Alistair Zaidi
11 Ann Martin-Thomas, Jacob Slagle 12 Ellison
Conrad 13 Idanna Bowman, Brian Sullivan
14 Janet Jayne, Jordan Armstrong 15 Candace
Hicks, Jon Slagle, Laura Lavinder 17 Lila
Thurmond, Audrey Moore 21 Janice Kiser,
Candie Horner, Nell Bieger 23 Susan Tanner,
Gabrielle Tidwell 25 Margaret Kearfott, Mary
Glen Tidwell 27 Tom Rogers 30 Marj
Hallenbeck, Elliott Moore 31 Callie
Knickerbocker

July Wedding
Anniversaries
3 Charlie and Ann Christ 7 Susan and Fred
Knickerbocker 10 Kim and Jeff Heath
13 Audrey and Matt Moore 17 Peggy and
Richard Horner 24 Maggie and Steve Green

Prayer Requests

For our parish and families: Louise Medley, Winifred Campbell, Barbara Bunn, Carla Vaughn, Mike
Blair, Gayle Mallin, Emily Hubbard, Joyce Rodgers, Deirdre Grogan, Lamont Tidwell, Jill Mendiljian,
Brennan Hodges, and Robert Rodgers
For friends of our parish: Ann Holler, Tracy Stark, Kathy Frey, Emma, Sharon Hatcher, Thomas
Jones, Nikki Guest Thomas, Chris Mallin, and families in the Family Promise program
For the deceased: Betty Kuhnert
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Supper Club

Saying
Good Bye
to
Father
Craig
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Welcoming
Father Joe

Senior Moment
Bay St Louis, MS
Bay St. Loius, a small town on the Mississippi Gulf coast,
fits the standard description loved by airline travel
magazines: white, sandy beaches; a thriving arts
community; fresh seafood served by the harbor. For the
unaware, it’s just a stop on the road to get gas between
New Orleans and Biloxi. Easy to miss for some, but not so
for the two most powerful hurricanes to hit the gulf in the
past 50 years: Camille (1969) and Katrina (2005).
Eight years on from Katrina, there are still reminders of the
storm: rebuilt homes near the beach next to vacant and
grass-grown lots; a preponderance of storage companies;
signs saying ‘closed’ or ‘moved away’ or ‘reopened!’ While
much of the attention of Katrina was on the New Orleans
Superdome, communities to the east suffered terribly for
the second time in a half-century: the anguish of death,
lost property and possessions; battles with the insurance
companies; starting over, again. The town has a certain
Kevin Costner ‘re-build it and they will come’ desperation.
The hurricane - and the British Petroleum Deepwater
Horizon oil spill that cleared the gulf beaches again in
2010 - has caused money to flow into the town from the
government; from the insurance companies; from the fines
assessed against BP. This has spurred the rebuilding
effort, giving a new, bleached look to the harbor area and
beachfront. Locations you normally see with years of
weathering from the passing of the seasons instead are
pristine, waiting to be used.
Another casualty of these storms was Christ
Episcopal Church in BSL, just a few hundred
feet from the beach and the now gentlylapping waters of the gulf. Katrina (and
Camille before it) obliterated the church and
other buildings – this time around, it was a 30
-foot storm surge. Totally destroyed and, now,
totally rebuilt. It is unusual to enter a worship
space that smells new. Most churches are
well-established and have their history –
plaques, windows, organ. This parish
community had to re-form and rebuild: altar,
pews, flags, windows, hymnals – everything, it
seems, except the Books of Common Prayer.
Each BCP appears to have been donated from

another community: New York, California, Texas. It’s a
beautiful space in a serene location. If you visit on Trinity
Sunday, as we did, sit on the Epistle side and enjoy the
views of the sand and ocean, especially if the young
rector’s sermon on the “The Triune nature of the Godhead”
runs a little long and philosophical.
Residents of the gulf coast have had to learn first-hand
that there is life after destruction and death. We attach so
much meaning to our physical worship spaces, sometimes
to the point of blinding ourselves to our real purpose. But
having read the history of Christ Church; the dedication of
its members; the communion services held in tents after
the storms; the prayers for members killed by the storms;
the fund raisers; the construction set-backs and cost overruns – considering all that, the essence of this church has
very little to do with the physical structure; instead, it’s all
about community. A community of worshipers, with a
desire to retain the meaning and essence of Christ’s
Church, even if what went before is changed and
unrecognizable.
Twightlight Zone music with Rod Serling voice-over:
“A small band of folks on a peaceful gulf bay, anonymous
to the outside world, worshiping and living their lives, one
day at a time. And ready to begin again when the next
hurricane inevitably makes landfall on the Mississippi
coast.”

David Taverner, Senior Warden

The remains of Christ Church, Bay St Louis, MS. Sept. 2, 2005.
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Weekly Schedule

SUNDAY SERVICES
8 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION

(Resumes in the Fall)

9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays

Sunday, July 6—The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67; Psalm 45:11–18;
Romans 7:15–25a; Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30

Sunday, July 13—The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 25:19–34; Psalm 119:105–112;
Romans 8:1–11; Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

8:00 am Lector............................................... Tom Hairston
10:30 am Lector .............................................Jerry Medley
Intercessor.................................. The Rev. Preston Mitchell
Eucharistic Ministers ......The Rev. Mitchell & Jerry Medley
Ushers................................................. Paul Giesey and TBD
..............................................................................................
Sunday, July 20—The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 20:10–19a; Psalm 139:1–11, 22–23;
Romans 8:12–25; Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

8:00 am Lector .......................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 am Lector ........................................................... TBD
Intercessor ..................................................................... TBD
Eucharistic Ministers ................ Walt Bressler and Sue Prill
Ushers ............................................ Harriett and John Harty
...............................................................................................
Sunday, July 27–The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 29:15–28; Psalm 105:1–11, 45b;
Romans 8:26–39; Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52

8:00 am Lector..................................... Fred Knickerbocker
10:30 am Lector ...........................................................TBD
Intercessor......................................................................TBD
Eucharistic Ministers ........ Frank Goodpasture III and TBD
Ushers.............................................. Fran and Peter Combs
..............................................................................................

8:00 am Lector .......................................... Dave Zochowski
10:30 am Lector ........................................................... TBD
Intercessor ..................................................................... TBD
Eucharistic Ministers .......... Harriett Harty and Chris Yoder
Ushers ......................................Margaret and Greg Roberts

(Resumes in the Fall)

7:30 pm Chancel
Choir

BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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Sunday, August 3–The Eighth Sunday of Pentecost
Genesis 32:22–31; Psalm 17:7–16; Romans 9:1–5,
Matthew 14:13–21
8:00 am Lector...................................................................... TBD
10:30 am Lector .................................................................. TBD
Intercessor............................................................................. TBD
Eucharistic Ministers ............................................................ TBD
Ushers.........................................Denise Rowe and Audrey Zaidi

