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MESSENGER
Musings on Holy Week
in the Month of April
Liturgically speaking, the month of April this year covers
a vast range of human emotions. The month opens with
the final 12 days of the Lenten season of reflection and
penance. The middle the month is filled with the events
of Holy Week and the Passion of Christ. Then, beginning
with sundown on Saturday, April 19 and continuing
throughout Sunday, April 20, together we celebrate the
Feast of the Resurrection and the gift of our new life
with our risen Lord. The rest of the month--as well as
every day in May--is marked as the Great Fifty Days of
Easter. As a final liturgical note, on Monday, April 28, we
recall the ministry of St. Mark the Evangelist and his
ministry of composing the very first edition of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. This particular month of April offers us a
roller coaster of emotions: sorrow, grief, doubt, death,
loss, birth, new life and joy.
The heart of this month is, of course, Holy Week. Sadly,
most Christians only experience the first and last days of
this most tragic and glorious week. The liturgical
traditions of this Holy Week date back to the early
Church in Jerusalem during the fourth century. At that
time the Church was no longer outlawed and began to
emerge from the shadows of pagan worship in the
Roman world. Worship was becoming publicly visible;
and the most visible events with those of Holy Week.
The recent centuries have not been kind to the original
traditions of this special week. For many, the week is
marked simply by a parade on Palm Sunday (perhaps),
hunting for lots of Easter eggs and candy, and
concluded by a wonderful family meal (again perhaps)
on Easter Sunday: none of which would have been
recognized by Jesus or his first disciples as religious in
nature.
Fortunately for us, the Church still offers people a
vehicle to underscore this most holy of weeks and put
our faith it its proper prospective. When Jesus and his
disciples traveled to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of the
Passover, they intended to spend more than just the day
in Jerusalem. Important events in the lives of the
children of Abraham require more than one day of

worship on the Sabbath. Such was also true for the first
disciples of Jesus.
During Holy Week we are invited to prepare for the
celebration of God's saving grace in our lives with four
major liturgical events: Jesus’ triumphal—but short
lived—entry into Jerusalem – Palm Sunday;
remembering Jesus’ commandment to break bread
together – Maundy Thursday; marking the execution of
Jesus of Nazareth for treason and our absence in his
time of need – Good Friday; and the discovery of his
empty tomb with its implications for eternal life –
Saturday evening’s Easter Vigil and/or Sunday
morning’s Day of Resurrection. I invite you to
experience more that just the religious highlights and
the week and experience the fullness of Easter by
participating of all the liturgical events of Holy Week.
Experience the fullness with which we mark our Pascal
event, God’s redeeming action, in each of our lives and
all creation.
Yours in Christ,

Father Craig+
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Call to Ministry
As Christians, we are called to read the Holy Scripture
and to pray. The opportunity to share in the ministry of
reading scripture lessons and offering the Prayers of
the People in common worship as manifestation of this
calling is available to each of us. No special training or
licensure is required. All that is needed is a
willingness to step up to the lectern and read the
lessons or prayers.
With the intent of regularly involving more parishioners
as readers, Fr. Craig has asked me to actively recruit
volunteers from the congregation to serve as readers
and intercessors for 10:30 am worship services. If you
are interested in contributing to our parish worship as
a reader, please contact me so that we can include
you in the schedule for one Sunday – or more if you
wish.
Tom Rogers
trogers3@charter.net
423-652-7429

Easter Egg Hunt
Please join us on Sunday, April 13 after the 10:30 a,
service for a special Palm Sunday celebration. Our
young ones will go on an Easter Egg Hunt around the
labyrinth. We will have lunch (including sandwiches
and ice cream sundaes) for everyone in the Parish
Hall. We hope you can make it!
If you would like to help, we are collecting candy filled
plastic eggs at church.

EAM—Episcopal Appalachian
Ministries
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries is a network of
Episcopal ministries representing 11 Appalachian
dioceses. Its mission is to act as an Educational,
Advocacy, and Mission organization. It hosts an
annual conference the Mountain Grace Conference in
Morehead, Ky., sponsors three weeks of work-camps
at Grace House, and awards small missional grants to
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groups promoting community outreach. Their budget
is funded by the participating dioceses, the national
church, and individual donations. There is a board of
governors consisting of clergy and laity from the
dioceses and an executive director which is a part-time
position funded from the budget. For more
information you can go to their website Episcopal
Appalachian Ministries.

Grace House
Grace House is located on Sandy Ridge in Wise County
where it borders with Dickenson and Russell County. It
is approximately fifteen minutes from St. Paul, which is
about forty-five minutes from Bristol. Grace House
was once a mission of the diocese, founded almost a
hundred years ago by deaconesses sent to a very rural
part of the diocese of Southern Virginia. Services were
held by itinerant ministers shared with churches/
missions in Norton, Big Stone Gap, Honey Branch,
Dante, Nora, and Spashdam. In the 1960s after the
deaconesses order was disbanded, the church ceased
to exist as such and the diocese turned it into a workcamp/retreat center. That is its main function today.
The land (app. 3 acres) and buildings are leased by the
diocese from Alpha Natural Recourses. The lease
states that as long as there is a church presence the
diocese can operate there. Whereas there is some
“retreat” related activities i.e. convocation meetings,
vestry retreats, the main activity is the work camps.
Whole church groups come as well as college groups
and this summer there is a full slate. The last three
weeks of the summer are taken up by camps
sponsored by EAM (see above), but otherwise Anita
and Jerry Boyd the directors take the applications and
provide the work projects and materials for the groups.
For more information you can go to their website Grace
House-Wise County.

Soup Kitchen
Thank you to everyone who graciously volunteered at
the Soup Kitchen in March. Because of your
generosity, the Soup Kitchen was able to feed many in
the Bristol community who would not otherwise have
had a warm meal.

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Update on Family
Promise Rollaway
Beds to be Purchased
Emmanuel’s next Family Promise host
week is May 11-18. Please consider
volunteering in some way that week.
In the past, around 40 Emmanuelites
have volunteered each time we host
the guest families. Many
opportunities exist----staying
overnight, providing dinner, cooking
Saturday morning breakfast, serving
as evening host, etc.
Also, good news for those
Emmanuelites who spend the night!
Two brand-new rollaway beds will
hopefully have been purchased by our
May host week. These rollaway beds
are of superior quality, being bigger
and more comfortable than the air
mattresses. Good news indeed! If you
have any questions about the
program or about volunteering,
please call Elaine Griffin at (276) 4664436.
EVENSONG PHOTO’S

April Birthdays

4 Kitty Pitini 5 Bill Marburg 6
Sharon Penny 8 Anne Stuart,
Ann Tickle, Rick Armstrong 9
Susan McCall 11 Amelia
Jarrard, Anne Neese, Jordan
Taverner 15 Lisa Mitchell 17
Molly Wurmser 22 Marilyn
Nelson 28 Bob Hardee,
Tineke Marburg, Jeremy
McLaughlin 30 Cooper
Harmon

April Wedding
Anniversaries

2 Veronica and Jack Taylor
11 Fran and Jim McGlothlin
20 Sue and Jim Prill
23 Joyce and Robert Rodgers

Prayer Requests

For our parish and families:
Louise Medley, Winifred
Campbell, Audrey Zaidi,
Carla Vaughn, Mike Blair,
Robert Rodgers, Barbara
Bunn, Deirdre Grogan,
Emily Hubbard, Betty
Kuhnert, Jill Mendilgian,
Joyce Rodgers, Brennan
Hodge, Lamont Tidwell, and
Gayle Mallin
For friends of our parish:
Janet, Sharon Hatcher, and
Families in the Family
Promise program

Memorials

Nell Beardon Mosley
Faucette
Lee Wampler
Mary Landrum
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Rogers, III
Susan Tanner
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One Day at a Time

Senior Moment

March is a frustrating month. Winter and spring tussle
back and forth for the ascendancy – winter knowing it’s
time to take a final bow, but enjoying the lime light when it
gets the chance. But, without a doubt, spring is here; the
peepers are out, as are the daffodils. And this spring, the
hard work of the discernment committee will become more
apparent as we schedule interviews and report progress to
the Vestry and parish. On a personal note, our elder
daughter, Rachel, is coming to the end of her
undergraduate studies and planning ahead past
graduation. Important next steps, then, for all of us. I
thought this ‘encore’ article was an appropriate reminder
of the importance of taking the long view and making
deliberative and informed decisions – decisions that will
have long-reaching and long-lasting ramifications
personally and for our community. Happy spring and
Happy Easter!
My earliest memories of Virginia – fresh off the boat and
newly married – were the stifling heat and oppressive
humidity of Williamsburg, Virginia. I remember stumbling
along Duke of Gloucester Street; stopping in at old colonial
buildings; and enjoying the cool interior of Bruton Parish
Church, the historic Episcopal Church on ‘DoG’. (On the
same trip at Yorktown, I was made to pose for photographs
as though I were a long-lost relative of Lord Charles
Cornwallis surrendering once again to General George
Washington.) Who knew then that the church and I would
cross paths, in a meaningful way, decades later.
Middle Plantation Parish had been the location of an early
church built originally in 1633, and relocated and
expanded in 1683. Bruton Parish was formed in 1674
through consolidation of lands from other surrounding
parishes, including Middle Plantation Parish. The name
honored in part the colonial governor of Virginia, Sir William
Berkeley, whose ancestral home was in Bruton, England, a
town just 30 miles from the city of Bristol, situated on the
banks of the River Brue and surrounded by picturesque
villages guaranteed to elicit oohs and aahs from future
American tourists: Shepton Mallet, Wyke Champflower,
Compton Pauncefoot.
In May, 1607, Jamestown Settlement was established by
English colonists on a small peninsula on the banks of the
James River. As you may recall from high school history,
the first Capital of Virginia was established at Jamestown
in 1619 but its location there was relatively short-lived.
The Statehouse was burned to the ground twice in a 20
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year period; incursions by Native Americans were common;
widespread death and disease were caused by mosquitoes
in this low-lying area. All made for an uneasy existence. In
1699 the capital was moved inland to Middle Plantation, a
defendable community to the north away from the
marshes, and was almost immediately renamed
Williamsburg in honor of King William III, joint sovereign with his wife, Mary - of England, Scotland and Ireland.
The College of William and Mary was established by Royal
Charter at Middle Plantation a few years earlier in 1693
and named in honor of the king and queen. The move of
the state Capital to Williamsburg and the founding of the
College of William and Mary made the existing church
totally inadequate to accommodate the influx of students
and professors, the governor and his entourage. In 1710,
the Vestry of Bruton Parish Church began an Olde Envision
campaign – actually the Virginia General Assembly agreed
to foot much of the bill – and construction of a new
building (the current church) was finished in 1715. Bruton

Parish (Church of England) exhibited much pomp and
grandeur over the next 50 years. Founding Fathers and
famous folks - among them George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Patrick Henry - attended the church, sang in the
choir and no doubt discussed Independence and made
rousing speeches over coffee and donuts.

times anonymously, one day at a time.
[Edited version - first published in
The Messenger, September 2011.]

As the Revolutionary War played out, though, Bruton Parish
went into decline: in 1776, the Virginia Assembly
disestablished the Anglican Church by ending tax support;
and four years later, the Commonwealth’s Capital moved
to Richmond, taking with it the Rich and Famous. Poverty
stricken, the church declined in communicants and the
building fell into disrepair. Some years later,
‘modernization efforts’ gutted the inside of the oncebeautiful church. Only after Virginia and Williamsburg had
started to recover from the Civil War was the Vestry able to
make some progress in restoring the church’s interior to its
original condition. Its ultimate recovery started in the mid
1920s, when the Reverend W.A.R. Godwin, rector of
Bruton Parish, started a movement to preserve buildings in
the historic and neglected area of downtown Williamsburg,
including his church. He was able to convince John D.
Rockefeller, Jr., the philanthropist, to financially support
this venture, and during the late 20s much property was
purchased in secret, architects were engaged, hundreds of
old colonial buildings on DoG were razed, raised, repaired.
In 1939 Bruton Parish Church was finally restored to its
former colonial glory. Today the whole tourist enterprise,
almost a mile of restored colonial 18th century
Williamsburg, is managed by the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation.
Almost 30 years ago, I just wanted to get under some
shade, and was ignorant of the church’s history and how it
would become a part of my life in the future. Now, with a
daughter at William and Mary (who also sings in the Bruton
Parish Church choir) our visits to Williamsburg have
become a regular event.
Every time we visit church on Sunday morning, we discover
new plaques and other reminders of the vision of past
rectors; the dedication and perseverance of long-forgotten
Vestry members; the grandeur of the old building; the
parish’s service to its community and to God. Of course,
I’m talking about our own church: Emmanuel Episcopal
Church, Bristol! As we remember our own historic
milestone of 152 years, and anticipate the calling of our
new rector, our new visitors will enjoy the ‘pretty’; our own
pomp and grandeur. And we, as a parish, will continue the
hard work of building and restoring our community, many
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Vestry News
The February 17, 2104 Vestry meeting was called to
order by Senior Warden David Taverner at 5:22 pm. Prayer
was given by Deacon Mitchell.
Members present included Frank Goodpasture III, Mike
Blair, Debbie Tidwell, Fred Knickerbocker, David Taverner,
Tina Hitt, Denise Rowe, Zane Myers, and Brad Adams.
Members absent: Doug Mitchell, Allen Rushing, Julia
Rainero.
Guest: The Rev. Preston Mitchell.
Minutes of the January 2014 meeting were presented by
David Taverner. Change to the January 18, 2014 minutes:
Zane Myers was present at the retreat but absent from the
Vestry meeting. Motion to accept minutes with the
aforementioned change, by Fred Knickerbocker. Second by
Debbie Tidwell. Approved unanimously.
No January Financial Reports available as of 2/17/14
New Business
 David Taverner introduced The Rev. Preston Mitchell,
Deacon for the Southwestern Virginia Diocese. The
Rev. Mitchell gave an overview of the responsibilities
and canonical duties of a Deacon, and, outlined his
role within the Diocese and the Abingdon convocation.
The Rev. Mitchell is available for pastoral care as
needed at Emmanuel. His position/assistance at
Emmanuel is non-stipend, but he is reimbursed for
mileage. The Rev. Mitchell would like to be considered
part of the clergy at Emmanuel with concentration on
mission and outreach and requested that Vestry and
Priest-in-Residence actively consider using him as a
resource. A copy of a letter of agreement for a Deacon
was submitted to the Vestry for review. David Taverner
suggested that Rev. Mitchell become more involved in
the parish with his focus being mission and outreach,
and, he coordinates with the Rev. Wylie to utilize the
Rev. Mitchell’s resources and knowledge to its fullest
extent.
 Due to experiencing some issues with our current
bank, Highlands Union, we are investigating potential
options with TriSummit Bank. David Taverner asked if
the Vestry had any questions or concerns regarding
either banking institution. It was discussed that prior
to engagement of TriSummit or any other banking
institution, due diligence must be used to confirm the
long-term position of both Emmanuel and the said
banking institution. It was also discussed that the
account balance be kept below the FDIC insured limit
through use of multiple accounts if necessary. . David
Taverner felt that the trade-off for free checking was
an investment component. The Vestry discussed that
the investments must be as conservative as possible
to preserve our operating capital. Follow-up with Tri
Summit will be reported back to the Vestry at a future
meeting.

The Messenger

Page 6

Fred Knickerbocker presented information regarding
Endowment. There are 12 quarterly averages to
determine a baseline for the principal that must stay in
the account. Based upon the principal, a formula is
used to calculate the funding available.
 Lenten Series – Fred Knickerbocker and the Rev. Wylie
will present two series during Lent. One on Sunday
Old Business
 The Discernment Committee is currently Skyping
(internet-based visual meetings) six candidates.
Initially the Vestry charged the Discernment Committee
to narrow the pool to three candidates and present
them to Vestry for review. David Taverner asked if the
charge, as previously put forth, was still how the Vestry
wished for the committee to proceed. Discussion of
various scenarios to whittle the number of candidates
ensued. The general consensus was that the three
candidates should be brought to Emmanuel to meet
with both the Discernment Committee and Vestry. The
Discernment Committee would then present an
assessment of the three candidates to the Vestry.


Roundtable
 Lee Vaughn was a great presence in the parish and we
are grateful to him for his leadership and friendship.
Lee, who was Senior Warden in 2012, passed away
suddenly on January 30, 2014.
Benediction/Adjournment
Sr. Warden, David Taverner ended the meeting at 6:51
pm with prayers.
Calendar:
Next meeting: Monday, March 17, 5:15pm

Operating Budget
Income
Expenses
Difference

February 2014
$16,685.67
$8,614.80
($8,070.87)

YTD
$29, 770.34
$39,581.66
($9,811.32)

Holy Week
 Palm Sunday—April 13
Liturgy of the Palms with Holy Eucharist
8:00 am and 10:30 am
 Wednesday, April 16, 12:15 pm
Prayers for Healing with Holy Eucharist
(Bledsoe Chapel)
 Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist–March April 17, 7:00 pm
 Good Friday Liturgy–April 18, 12:00 pm
 Office of Tenebrae, Friday, April 18, 7:00 pm
 Great Vigil of Easter–Saturday, April 19, 7:30 pm
 Easter Sunday–April 20
Holy Eucharist
8:00 am and 10:30 am

Lay Minister Schedule and April Readings
Sunday, April 6—The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Genesis Ezekiel 37:1–14 ...8:00 am Lector: Frank Goodpasture III
Psalm 130 ........................................10:30 am Lector: Jerry Medley
Romans 8:6–11 ......................................... Intercessor: Bob Hardee
John 11:1–45.Eucharistic Ministers: Jerry Medley & Tom Hairston
........................................... Ushers: Susan and Fred Knickerbocker
Sunday, April 13—Sunday of the Passion–Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4–9a................................. 8:00 am Lector: Harriett Harty
Psalm 31:9–16 ................................ 10:30 am Lector: Greg Oakley
Philippians 2:5–11 ...............Intercessor: Deacon Preston Mitchell
Matthew 21:1–11.........Deacon Preston Mitchell & David Taverner
............................................................... Ushers: Jan and Bob Bruce
Thursday, April 17—Maundy Thursday, 7:00 pm
Exodus 12:1–14 ................................................... Lector: John Harty
Psalm 116:1,10–17 ...................................1 Corinthians 11:23–26
John 13:1–17, 31b–35
Friday, April 18—Good Friday, 12:00 pm
Lector: Chris Yoder

Friday, April 18—Good Friday, 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Minister: Fred Knickerbocker
Saturday, April 19—The Great Vigil of Easter 7:30 pm
Eucharistic Minister: Jerry Medley
Sunday, April 20–Easter
Acts 10:34–43..................................8:00 am Lector: Walt Bressler
Psalm 118: 1–2, 14–24 ...............................10:30 am Lector: TBD
1 Corinthians 5:6b–8 ............................................. Intercessor: TBD
Luke 24:1–12..... Eucharistic Ministers: Sue Prill and Tom Rogers
............................................................ Ushers: Linda and Mike Riley
Sunday, April 27—The Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22–32 ............................... 8:00 am Lector: John Harty
Psalm 16 ........................................................10:30 am Lector: TBD
1 Peter 1:3–9 ....................... Intercessor: Deacon Preston Mitchell
John 20:19–31. Eucharistic Ministers: Deacon Preston Mitchell &
.....................................................................................David Taverner
............................................... Ushers: Brad Adams and Jon Harden

The Messenger

Page 7

APRIL 2014
MESSENGER

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com
www.emmanuelbristol.org
(276)669-9488
700 Cumberland Street
P.O. Box 1376
Bristol, VA 24203

Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

BRISTOL, VA 24201
PERMIT NO. 19

The deadline to submit information for the May. 2014 Messenger is April 16. Please be prompt.

SUNDAY SERVICES
8 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Viva Voce!
7:30 pm Chancel
Choir
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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