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Lent 2014
Dear People of God,
The origins of the Lenten
season can be traced back to
at least early in the second
century when candidates for
baptism were being prepared
for Easter Day. Preparations
included both instruction and
fasting. During the next
several centuries, the
practice of preparing for
Easter grew from a relatively
simple period of one or two
days to 40 days. While many
of us were taught to
associate the 40 days with
the time that Jesus spent in
the Wilderness, that
association was actually an
afterthought, a practice not found in the early Church.
The Lenten calendar as we know it did not come into
being until the late 500’s – early 600’s.
By then, the ancient custom of admitting people into
the Christian community with their baptism during the
Easter Vigil ceased to be. In its place a penitential
season of ‘mourning for sin’ developed. Individuals
focused on the trials and sufferings of Jesus as
opposed to anticipating his triumph over death with
the resurrection. The change is significant, both
theologically and practically.
For many of us still today, Lent is a time of penance
that all too often takes the form of “giving up" one
habit and replacing it with another, better habit. But
connection between a daily personal habit and
serious spiritual formation can be rather tenuous.
This year I would like to propose a question for our
community. What happens when we engage, not in
pondering past sins of commission and omission, but
rather focus on being in the presence of God at this

very moment. Imagine, being aware of being in the
presence of God right now! What happens as we give
up our concerns regarding a future time in a future
heaven and instead think about just this week? What
might Jesus's advice be to us about how we ought to
spend this Sunday afternoon? Or perhaps Wednesday
evening? What exactly are we preparing for this
Lenten season? Is it anything bigger than a bread
box? Jesus began his ministry declaring: "The
Kingdom of God is at hand. The reign of God has
already started." If there is any truth in those words of
Jesus, and I believe there is, I invite everyone in this
faith community to take Jesus’ words to heart this
Lenten season. Spend time in the presence of God
each and day. It is a holy habit to develop, living in the
presence of God. It is very hard. And it is what Easter
is all about.
Faithfully,
Father Craig+
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Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
Evensong and Supper Club

Join us on Sunday, March 23 at 5:00 pm for Choral
Evensong. Partnering with the Parish Choir,
immediately following Evensong, Emmanuel’s Supper
Club will reconvene at 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
Supper Club attendees are each asked to bring a dish
– hors d’oeuvres, salad, side dish, or dessert and a
libation of your choice. For dish assignments and more
information, please contact Supper Club coordinator
Zane Myers at zanemyers@hotmail.com, or phone
916.752.0035. To facilitate food planning, RSVP's are
requested by Wednesday, March 26, 2014.

Rector Search
Update

The Committee received 21
applicants as of January 15,
2014. They have reviewed all
resumes, portfolio responses
and letters and have reduced
the number of potential
candidates down to six. Over
the last couple of weeks, not withstanding winter
weather, and the ability to get the all of the members
together, they have “Skype” interviewed four of the
candidates, with another being scheduled for this
evening. The sixth candidate is a finalist in another
search and is waiting to hear results from that at this
time.
After the “Skype" interviews are completed the
Committee will review together all of the five
candidates and decide who will be asked to come to
Bristol for extended personal interviews with the
Committee. The Committee is charged with presenting
at least three candidates to the Vestry for their review.
The process is obviously time consuming, but the
Committee and the Vestry are making every effort to
find the best person for Emmanuel. Please continue to
provide your prayers, support, and patience as we
move forward.
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Family Promise Update

Our last host week, Feb. 16-23, was a success, by
all accounts. A big “THANK YOU” goes out to all the
volunteers who made that week so special for the
guest families: Jane Bachman, Sarah Tollie, Ann
Christ, Fred Knickerbocker, Nell Bieger, David Bieger,
Joe and Barbara Sue Kurre, Karen Stieve, Maggie
Green, Jack and Veronica Taylor, Chris Yoder, Susan
Early, Rene’ Rodgers, Karen Stieve, Tom and Beth
Rogers, Mike and Linda Riley, Mary Armstrong, Rick
Armstrong, Mary Hankel and Andrea Sawyer with St.
Columba, Sue O’Dell with Blountville Presbyterian,
Elaine Griffin, Lila Thurmond, Bob Hardee, Adrianne
Hess, Doug and Lisa Mitchell, Barbara Walling, Diana
Fuller, Aly Fuller, Jenna Fuller, Leslea Bowen, Robyn
Kealy, and Dan Johnson.
Our next host week will be May 11-18.

Food Pantry

If you’ve noticed
the “Green Box” in
the downstairs entry
labeled Food Pantry,
you’re seeing part of
one of Emmanuel’s
ongoing community
outreach projects –
the Bristol Emergency
Food Pantry.
Volunteers from Bristol’s churches staff the pantry
from 1to 4 every weekday to distribute canned and
frozen food to needy families and individuals.
Donations from parishioners put in the box are
delivered to the Food Pantry and Emmanuel volunteers
work one day a month. Thanks to the generosity of the
St. Elizabeth Guild, Anna Rush buys and delivers
pound packages of ground beef every month. In
2013, the Emergency Food Pantry provided food to
5,317 families representing 14,093 individuals. Your
contributions of cash or non-perishable food items will
be greatly appreciated here.
How can you help? Donations of canned and/or
dried food products, diapers, dried dog and cat food,
and toilet paper. While you are out shopping, please
consider picking up an extra item to donate.
Fran Combs is a volunteer at the Food Pantry and
she and will collect items every Tuesday.

Parish Life: Activities, Events, News
From The Vaughn
Family

Just when you are arrogant enough
to think you have the future figured
out, God is likely to throw you a curve
ball. That's what happened to the
Vaughn Family on January 30,
2014. With Lee's passing our family
lost husband, father, best friend and
our navigational beacon. Yet, through
this travesty, we have witnessed an
abundance of grace and love from our
church family. Your prayers,
participation in his funeral, cards,
sympathy and support of our children
have been the most humbling
experiences to all four of us. Our
church family's support has been our
strength. There is simply no way we
can thank you enough for bolstering
us through this grief-stricken
time. Once again Charlotte, Reilly,
Sarah and I are reminded that
through the worst darkness, when
faith is so easily lost yet needed the
most, search for the goodness and
love as a guide. Fortunately for our
family, you provided us with the love,
strength, courage and faith to take
steps forward in finding our
way. THANK YOU is simply not
enough..... THANK YOU!!

Lee Vaughn
Children’s Fund

A memorial fund for Lee Vaughn has
been established. This fund will be
used for his three children's
(Charlotte, Sarah, and Reilly) college
education and possibly their future
major medical expenses. The fund will
be managed by Doyle T Liske, CPA,
Lee's father-in-law.
Deposits may be made at any Wells
Fargo branch. Please make the check
payable to “The Lee Vaughn
Children’s Fund” and reference
account #5385462725 in the memo
line. Mail to: Donna Clark , Wells
Fargo Bank, 601 State St, Bristol, VA
24201.

March
Birthdays

3 Sadie Harden 5 Lauren
Zochowski 6 Paige Terry,
Lynn Couch 7 Deane
Everett, Tammy Hardee 8
Judy Mitchell, Matt Moore
9 Josie Tickle 11 Austin
Carr 13 Carla Vaughn 16
Mike Riley 20 Peggy Horner
22 Larry Jane, Eloise
Kirkpatrick 24 Prent
Hallenbeck 26 Lark Adams
28 Dale Stark, Barbara
Walling 31 Jackie Everett,
Preston Cannon, Bree
Adams

March Wedding
Anniversaries

3 Christina and Don
Hudson
31 Barbara and George
Bunn

Prayer Requests

Memorials
Alan Taverner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rodgers

Mary Landrum
Mrs. Margaret Kearfott

Jane Elzey Tayloe
Betty and Mac Bowes

Helen Mary Lacy
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rodgers

For our parish and families:
Audrey Zaidi, Carla
Vaughn, Mike Blair,
Robert Rodgers, Barbara
Bunn, Deirdre Grogan,
Emily Hubbard, Betty
Kuhnert, Jill Mendilgian,
Winifred Campbell, Joyce
Rodgers, Brennan,
Lamont Tidwell, and
Gayle Mallin
For friends of our parish:
Janet, Sharon Hatcher,
and Families in the
Family Promise program
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Lee H. Vaughn

Senior Moment

Lee’s untimely passing on January 30 was a shock
and a sad occasion for our community and for his family.
That a 51 year-old should no-longer be among us is, if
nothing else, a stark reminder of the transitory nature of
our life on earth. Many a moving word has been written
about sudden passings, survivors and legacy, and I don’t
plan to attempt to match their eloquence. Sudden
deaths either hit close to home or they are a distant
statistic that we hear absent mindedly and move on. A
killing of an unknown family in, say, California may be
easily dismissed; but the same type of violent deaths in
Glade Spring, as happened just this week, becomes very
personal and the grief is real. In our parish community,
the passage of life is a given and church is interwoven
into our lives from beginning to end. A church
community is sometimes comforting and uplifting, other
times frustrating. But it is a constant for many of us,
and there with a smile and a helping hand when least
expected.
In a long-established parish such as ours, many
individuals have passed on. I hesitate to guess the
number of funerals that have happened at Emmanuel
over the past 150 years. I do know that each one is felt
less or more keenly based on proximity and personal
connection. Lee’s stung. He and I began an intense
period of interaction a few years ago now, a relationship
formed in the shadow of Mount Doom (that’s a JRR
Tolkien allegorical reference to Title IV), and a period
where we seemed to pass the title of Senior Warden
back and forth. He grabbed the hot potato during the
hardest parts of 2012, perhaps to his mental and
physical detriment. Nevertheless, he led us to better
times and we owe him and Carla a debt of gratitude for
that. I’m saddened that he won’t be able to see our
future calling of a new rector and our emergence finally
from this period of rectorlessness.
I was fortunate to be able to attend Lee’s funeral in
Charlotte in early February. Christ Church resembles
more a Methodist church in my mind, with stone floors,
clear windows, and whitewashed walls; lots of echoing

and not the cocooned experience that I associate with
Emmanuel. Still the church was packed with 500+
folks. While I was a friend of the family, I was also part
of the ‘corporate’ contingent – four of Lee’s Verizon coworkers and managers had flown in, one from as far as
Seattle, to be at the funeral - and the five of us, the
‘suits’ (identical funeral attire) shared a pew and
marveled at Lee’s impact on the lives of so many in a
city far away from where he (and we) lived. We also
were welcomed to participate in the ceremony spreading
Lee’s ashes in the church garden, in the same area
where Lee’s father, Vernon, is remembered. As suits, it
was a little voyeuristic; as friends it was an honor to be
in attendance.

The ceremonies
at Emmanuel
the following
Saturday had
perhaps 300+ in
attendance and,
in typical Vaughn
(Carla/Lee)
style, the service
with David Booher was uplifting and poignant. The wake
that followed, by design, was something that Lee would
have enjoyed as much as everyone who was there to
celebrate his life.
Having spent much time with Lee over the past few
years, seeing glimpses of his deep thoughts and dark off
-hand comments, he would have thought it great that so
many came to church. Not to see him off, but just glad
that they came to church. I also know this: his final
aside, accompanied by his sonorous laugh, would have
been his fervent desire that those same folks would
come back to church the next week and the week after
that, less for the pageantry and more for the shared
community in Christ.

Deacon Preston Mitchell
Christ Church, Charlotte, NC
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When Bishop Mark approached me in late
December concerning a possible assignment of the
Rev. Preston Mitchell to our parish, I was ignorant as

Senior Moment

to a deacon’s role and knew Preston only by sight
when I’d see him at diocesan events, and that he was
Doug Mitchell’s brother. I did know his son, Joe, from
his visits to Emmanuel to preach while he was still in
seminary. (Joe is currently an associate priest at
Christ Church Cathedral in Lexington, Ky. and was
ordained as a deacon in August 2012 and as a priest
in June 2013.) The Sacred Order of Deacons is
undergoing a transformation under the new bishop;
and Preston and the only other deacon in our
Abingdon Convocation, the Rev. Ellie Schofield –
assigned to St Thomas – will hopefully enjoy more
visibility around the region with a more clearly defined
role in our parish lives. Preston met with the Vestry
during its February meeting to describe his current
outreach work (it is extensive) and expressed his
desire to be involved with and to assist our current
ministries. The Vestry expressed their support for his
involvement at Emmanuel and we welcomed his
presence in our community. Emmanuel is the largest
church in the Abingdon Convocation (all the counties
to the west of Smyth/Grayson) and we will benefit
from Preston’s widespread knowledge of ministries
throughout southwest Virginia.
In addition to ministry work, Preston will be
available to assist Fr. Craig (and the future rector)
both liturgically and pastorally where appropriate. He
recently served as Supply Priest for us celebrating a
‘Deacon’s Mass’ during Craig’s recent vacation. As
we proceed with the discernment process, I hope it is
obvious that Preston is not a rector – or a
replacement for Fr. Craig. His role – as it has worked
in Abingdon with Ellie Schofield – is one of servant
and companion. I welcome Preston and Patty, his
wife, to Emmanuel and look forward to our journey
together.
To clear up any confusion there might still be
about his role, I asked Preston to write a few words
about the Diaconate and it’s included below.

David Taverner, Senior Warden
What is a Deacon?
By Preston Mitchell
First let us quote from
the Book of Common Prayer.
“It is appropriate,
therefore to expect the deacon’s
ministry in any parish to focus
on servanthood in the parish
and in calling the parish to be
aware of he needs of people in the community. The

continued

deacon has a unique role to remind God’s people of the
Baptismal Covenant’s call to “seek and serve Christ in
all person, loving your neighbor as yourself” and to
“strive for justice and peace among all people and
respect the dignity of every human being.”
In the Episcopal Church, unlike in other traditions,
becoming a deacon requires going through an
ordination process, in which the candidate is screened,
and educated before been initiated into the diaconate. I
went to “deacon’s school” every other Saturday from
9:30-2:30 in the Diocese of Western North Carolina in
Asheville, North Carolina in 2011 and 2012. I also
worked for 11 weeks at the VA Hospital as a chaplain
and served a nine moth internship at Christ Episcopal
Church in 2012. I was ordained on February 22, 2013
by Bishop Neff Powell.
Deacons typically coordinate the missional aspects
of a church’s work. All too often we ask those in the
community to come to us-the church and we will give
aid, comfort, support, love. That is good discipleship
and that work should continue and I want to be a part of
it. I have heard of the Social Club, Family Promise,
Christmas Dinner, Meals on Wheels. So much good
work is going on at Emmanuel I also feel that the
Church is moving to reach out and minister to those
where they are and in this vein I see perhaps a need to
involve the church in nursing home ministries, jailhouse
ministries, food banks, the work that is being done at
Grace House in Wise County, as well as projects through
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries.
In addition deacons can assist the priest in liturgical
services including reading the gospel, setting the table,
the invitation to confession and the dismissal. The
deacon can officiate at a deacon’s mass with the
bishop’s approval as well as preach the sermon on
occasion. Deacons can celebrate home communion
just as a lay Eucharistic minister. Deacons often lead
morning prayer services. The deacon cannot
consecrate the elements for communion nor grant
absolution to the penitent.
Deacons are trained in pastoral education, a unit of
CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) is required in the
ordination process. Thus they can and do make
pastoral calls and give counseling to the sick and their
families. Deacons can perform weddings (if licensed by
the state, which I am) and officiate at funerals.
The deacon serves the bishop, he is my supervisor.
Recently he appointed me to serve at Emmanuel in
whatever capacity that we both deem fit. I currently work
with Christ Church in Big Stone Gap and serve on three
boards in the Episcopal Church i.e. Executive Board,
Episcopal Appalachian Ministries, and Grace House. I look
forward to working with Rev. Wylie as well as the folks at
Emmanuel in the coming months.

The Messenger

Page 5

Vestry News
The Vestry of Emmanuel Episcopal Church met for its regularly
scheduled monthly meeting on Saturday, January 18, 2014, in
the church library. Members present were David Taverner,
Allen Rushing, Brad Adams, Julia Rainero, Denise Rowe, Frank
Goodpasture III, Doug Mitchell, Fred Knickerbocker and
Debbie Tidwell.
Vestry members Tina Hit, Mike Blair and
Zane Myers were absent.

 Employee Salary – Cost of Living Adjustments – A general

The meeting was called to order at 1:12 pm by the Senior
Warden, David Taverner. Mr. Taverner welcomed everyone and
began the meeting with an opening prayer and a prayer of
healing for vestry member Mike Blair.



Meeting Minutes: Minutes of the November 18, 2013 meeting
were presented for review. The minutes were approved by
unanimous consent.



Financial Report: ACTION: Ms. Rowe made a motion to
receive the December financial reports. Mr. Goodpasture
provided a second to the motion, and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
New Business
 Review of Endowment Report: The Vestry reviewed and
discussed the Endowment Report. The Vestry asked Mr.
Knickerbocker to provide further clarification regarding the
report at a future meeting, specifically in the ‘returns’
section.
 2014 Budget – Mr. Taverner presented a proposed 2014

budget on behalf of the Finance Committee. The 2014
budget projects expenses of $331,433.22. Projected
income for 2014 is $239,492.26: Pledge income of
$185,760.00, and non-pledge income of $145,673.22.
Non-pledges sources include Plate, non-pledge giving,
investments, releases from Temporary Reserves, and a
one-time transfer from 112-081 (Fund Principal) of
$91,240.96. This account comprises prior year cash
received in excess of operations. Proposed budget line
items were reviewed in detail.
 Employee Benefits – The Vestry held a discussion

surrounding employee benefits.
ACTION:
Mr.
Knickerbocker made a motion to clarify that, per Diocese
standards, Emmanuel will pay 100% of the premiums for
Major Medical (EPO80) and basic dental (non-orthodontic)
for eligible employees at the Employee/Children level for
2014. Mr. Goodpasture provided a second to the motion,
and the motion passed by unanimous consent.
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discussion occurred regarding employee compensation.
ACTIONS:
Mr. Mitchell made a motion to raise Parish Administrator
Ms. Fayler’s annual salary by 2% and to pay for the
premium uplift ($29/month) from basic dental to basic/
orthodontic for 2014. Ms. Tidwell seconded the motion.
The motion passed by unanimous consent.
Mr. Mitchell made a motion to raise Choir Director Ms.
Yoder’s annual salary by 2% and to offer her Pension
equal to 10% of her annual salary per the 2014 Budget.
Ms. Rowe seconded the motion and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
Mr. Rushing made a motion to raise Sexton Mr. Stark’s
annual salary by 2%. Mr. Goodpasture provided a second
to the motion, and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Ms. Rainero made a motion to raise Susan Early’s
babysitter compensation by $3 to $18.00 per hour. Ms.
Tidwell seconded and the motion passed by unanimous
vote.
Mr. Goodpasture moved to approve the 2014 budget and
Ms. Rowe provided a second. The motion passed by
unanimous consent.
Other Items
Bishop’s Visit – The Vestry expressed thanks for the
Bishop’s Visit.
Craig Wiley’s Vacation – Mr. Taverner reminded the
Vestry that Mr. Wylie will be on vacation
throughout February and will be returning the last
week in February.

Meeting Adjournment – The senior warden concluded the
meeting and Mr. Goodpasture led Grace at 3:19 pm.
Submitted by: Brad Adams, Secretary of the Vestry

Operating Budget
Income
Expenses
Difference

January 2014
$13, 084.67
$30,966.86
($17,882.19)

YTD
$13, 084.67
$30,966.86
($17,882.19)

Lenten Practices at Emmanuel
Worship
Holy Eucharist is offered three times a week
 Sunday mornings at 8:00 am and 10:30 am
 Wednesdays at 12:15 am
 Evening Prayer is offered once a week: Wednesdays at 5:30 pm

Holy Week services



Maundy Thursday, April 17, 7:00 pm
Good Friday, April 18 7:00 pm

Faith Formation for Adults


Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the Parish library.
March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6 and 13.
Embracing a Life of Meaning with Kathleen Norris. Each 45 minute session includes
a short teaching by Ms. Norris via DVD followed by a discussion moderated by Dr.
Fred Knickerbocker. Kathleen Norris is a renowned author and theologian. Her works
deal with the development of a spiritual life.



Wednesday evenings at 6:40 pm in the Parish Library.
March 12, 19, 26, April 2 and 9.
Embracing Emergence Christianity with Phyllis Tickle. Each 45 minute session
includes a short teaching by Ms. Tickle via DVD followed by a discussion moderated
by Fr. Craig Wylie. Ms. Tickle is the founding editor of the religion department of
publishers weekly and an author of 20+ books in religion and spirituality. This class
will examine the changing face of Christianity and culture.

Faith Formation for Children


Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the Atria.
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

Fellowship



Sundays after worship in the Parish Hall
Wednesday evening potluck suppers at 6:00 pm in the Parish Hall.
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Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER
SUNDAY SERVICES
8 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Viva Voce!
7:30 pm Chancel
Choir
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room

The deadline to submit information for the April. 2014 Messenger is March 14. Please be prompt.

Sunday, March 9—The First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15–17, 3:1–7 ........................................................................ 8:00 am Lector: Fred Knickerbocker
Psalm 32........................................................................................................ 10:30 am Lector: Lucinda Taylor
Romans 5:12–19........................................................................................................ Intercessor: Janet Jayne
Matthew 4:1–11 .......................................................... Eucharistic Ministers: Tom Hairston and Tom Rogers
Ushers: Diana and Johnny Fuller
Sunday, March 16—The Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1–4a .............................................................................................. 8:00 am Lector: Harriett Harty
Psalm 121 ................................................................................................................10:30 am Lector: Sue Prill
Romans 4:1–5, 13–17...............................................................................Intercessor: Frank Goodpasture III
John 3:1–17 .............................................................................................................Eucharistic Ministers: TBD
Ushers: Melissa and David Taverner
Sunday, March 23–The Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1–7........................................................................................ 8:00 am Lector: Fred Knickerbocker
Psalm 95.......................................................................................................... 10:30 am Lector: Tom Hairston
Romans 5:1–11 ....................................................................................................................... Intercessor: TBD
John 4:5–42 .............................................................................................................Eucharistic Ministers: TBD
Ushers: Margaret and Greg Roberts
Sunday, March 30—The Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1–13................................................................................................. 8:00 am Lector: John Harty
Psalm 23.............................................................................................................10:30 am Lector: Tom Rogers
Ephesians 5:8–14..................................................................................................Intercessor: David Taverner
John 9:1–41 .............................................................. Eucharistic Ministers: Tom Rogers and David Taverner
Ushers: Maggie Green and Lee Wampler
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