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MESSENGER
Our Calling
to be in Community
The Rev. Dr. Craig R. Wylie

Now that the Rector’s Discernment
Committee has diligently gathered
data from those who have a stake
in the future of Emmanuel,
Committee members are preparing
for a presentation to the
community. The Vestry has also
been doing its work. Their principal
responsibility in the discernment
process is seeing that our house is
in good order, physically, fiscally
and socially.
For the people who gather for
weekly worship at Emmanuel there
is one more task to be done and it
doesn't require any committee
meetings. One of the primary
images describing our relationship
with one another and our Creator
comes from Paul: being in the body
of Christ. In his letter to the church
in Corinth, Paul reminds us how
every ‘body’ works. Each part of the
body has a function, a duty or
responsibility. If a part of the body
is not functioning well or worse yet,
is absent, the body is challenged.
Paul’s point is clear: each person in
the body of Christ has a job to do.

few calling
interviews during
his ministry, I
know the process
well. All too often I
have meet with
Committees that
are very clear as
to what they expect their next
leader to both do and be. However,
when asked what they as
individuals intend to do in the life
of the community, the answers are
anything but clear. It is one thing
for a community to create a job
description for one of its members;
but it is quite another thing to invite
a person to join a faith community
and its work. To use old colonial
imagery for the calling of a pastor,
the marriage between a pastor and
a congregation involves everyone
knowing his or her duties. No one
should enter marriage without
knowing what is expected by and of
each partner. All of which leads me
to remind all the members of this
community of the need to engage
in personal discernment regarding
God's call.

As the community of Emanuel
discerns the ideal duties of their
next rector, every person within the
community has the responsibility to
discern his or her own function,
duty or obligation within the body of
Christ called Emmanuel Church. As
a priest who has had more than a

My pastoral advice to each and
every one in the congregation:
while the Vestry and the
Discernment Committee continue
their respective work, each parish
member should reflect upon his or
her ministry within the
congregation and the greater

community. When asked by the
new Rector, “What part do you play
in the Body of Christ?” every
member of Emmanuel should have
an answer.
Discernment is more than writing a
job description. Discernment is
recognizing the different roles that
each person has within the
community, the Body of Christ.
From our Catechism:
Q. What is the ministry of the
people?
A. The ministry of the people is to
represent Christ and his church;
to bear witness to him wherever
they may be; and, according to
the gifts given to them, to carry
on Christ's work of
reconciliation in the world; and
to take their place in the life,
worship, and governance of the
church.
Everyone has a gifts and everyone
has a job.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Craig+
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Wednesday Worship
New Location
Beginning on August 7 the 12:15pm Wednesday,
Eucharist will be celebrated in Christ the King Chapel. The
Chapel is adjacent to the main sanctuary. In recent times
the Chapel had been used as a storage place for items
related to our Sunday worship. Those items are now
stored elsewhere and the furnishings to the Chapel have
been properly placed. Therefore, it seems only fitting that
we should offer our prayers to God in that space already
dedicated to worship.
The entrance to the Chapel is through the short hallway
located between the organ and the pulpit. Once inside the
chapel, the altar is on the left (facing west). Please
consider adding a midweek Eucharist to your worship
schedule. The intimate atmosphere is conducive to
conversation with God.

Wind Down
Wednesday
Come for supper! The August Wind
Down Wednesday pot luck supper is
set for Wednesday, August 14
beginning at 6:00 pm. in the Parish
Hall. This month’s program, presented by members of the
Discernment Committee, is titled, “Our Church Family
Photo: Parish Survey Snap-shot,” and the programwill
begin at 6:45 pm.
Bring a pot luck dish to share, or just come! We hope to
see you then!

Fall 2013
Parish Directory
This week the parish office mailed information sheets that will be used to
update the parish records and produce a new Parish Directory in the fall.
Please review all information and return to the parish office no later than
August 19.

Vestry / Finance Committee
The Vestry and the Finance Committee did not meet in
July 2013, therefore there will be no record of minutes in
this edition of The Messenger.
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Family Promise Update
Our next host week is September 8-15. EEC Family
Promise committee members will contact volunteers in
mid-August to schedule overnight hosts, dinners, evening
hosts, set up and take down, and putting out breakfast
items.
Our host week in July was cancelled because there were
no families enrolled in Family Promise of Bristol at that
time. The two families who were in the program before
our week have recently “graduated” and are now living in
their own homes! Director Sharon Hicks notes that many
homeless families camp out during summer months since
the weather allows this low-cost option. However, in late
July and early August, some of these families will begin to
enroll in the Family Promise program in preparation for
the new school year. Hicks indicates further that numbers
have been down this summer for the Johnson City and
Kingsport programs as well.
The committee is very thankful to EEC members who
signed up to volunteer for our July host week that was
cancelled: Bob and Tammy Hardee, Jim Hite, Dan and
Christine Hudson, Adrianne Hess, Idana Bowman, Lila
Thurmond, Jack and Veronica Taylor, Jane Bachman, Mary
Armstrong, Rick Armstrong, Nell Bieger, David Bieger,
Chris Yoder, Mike and Linda Riley, Barbara Walling, David
and Melissa Taverner, Andrea Sawyer and St. Columba
Episcopal Church, Sue O’Dell and Blountville Presbyterian
Church, Fred Knickerbocker, Susan Early, René Rodgers,
and Tom and Elaine Griffin.

Safeguarding God's Children
New Instructor Training
Safeguarding God's Children (SGC)-New Instructor
Training will be Saturday, August 24, 9:30 am - 2 pm, at
Evans House.
If your parish has a candidate (or more than one!) to
become a Safeguarding God's Children instructor, please
contact Maile S. Armstrong, DioSwVa Coordinator for SGC,
at 540-947-5016 or mailearmstrong@verizon.net.
Criteria to become a SGC instructor are:
 Completion of a Safeguarding God's Children session
within the last two years
 Ability to teach to and interact with adults
 Willingness to organize, schedule, and provide
training sessions as needed
The Episcopal Church is committed to protecting children
and adults from sexual abuse, harassment, and
exploitation. Be a part of this program.

Confirmation Class
Interested in officially becoming a
member of Emmanuel Episcopal Church?
Desire to renew your baptismal promise,
claiming them as your own as an adult?
Baptism is how a person enters into the
Body of Christ, the Church—any
denomination. For most Christians,
baptism occurs either in infancy or early
childhood. But not many can not
remember their baptism as an infant,
much less the promises that were made
on their behalf. Confirmation is a rite of
passage during which an individual takes
his or her own responsibility for those
baptismal promises. It can also be a rite
of passage for any adult who has been
baptized in a different tradition but now
wants to become a member of the
Episcopal tradition.
It is anticipated that Bishop Bourlakas will
be making an annual visitation early in
2014. As Bishop he will confirm all who

Ella Horner
Eloise Godsey Horner,
96, passed away
Sunday, June 30,
2013, at Wellmont
Hospice House.
She was born April 12, 1917, to the late
William Clinton "W.C." and Lynn Corns
Godsey. Mrs. Horner was a graduate of
Sullins College. She was a past member
of the Bristol Public Library Board, Junior
League of Bristol, The Bristol Historical
Association, and the 1931 History Club
where she served in many leadership
positions. She thoroughly enjoyed civic
work. She was a long time member of
Emmanuel Episcopal Church and had
served on its Vestry. Ella also loved to play
golf and tennis. She and Dick enjoyed
traveling the world with many close
friends, especially Marjorie and Tal
Buchanan. In addition to her parents,
Mrs. Horner was preceded in death by her
husband, Richard Cary Horner Jr.;
granddaughter, Amy Lynn Rainero; three
brothers, Dr. John D. Godsey, Dr. Edwin S.
Godsey and William Clinton "Bill" Godsey,

have been prepared to claim their
baptismal promise and become a
member of the Episcopal Church.
If you would like to claim or even reclaim
your baptismal promises and take
responsibility for your life before God, if
you would like to reaffirm your baptismal
promises, if you are interested in a
refresher course in the Episcopal tradition
or if you just want to support those people
who are going to be confirmed by your
presence and participation in calls,
please speak to Fr. Wylie or to Parish
Administrator Kristie Fayler. Formal
classes with begin in July. Tentative
schedule includes six sessions, on
Sundays. The final decision will be made
after potential members are consulted.
Confirmation Class for J2A aged children
will be offered in the fall. Please let Fr.
Wylie know if you are interested in
participating so that a schedule can be
prepared. Six sessions are envisioned.

Jr. Survivors include her daughter, Janet
Lynn Horner Rainero and husband, Leno
Rainero Jr.; two sons, Richard Cary Horner
III and wife, Margaret McLaughlin Horner,
and Christopher Thomas Horner and wife,
Candace Hall Horner; six grandchildren,
Whitney Ann Rainero and husband, Ken
Poteat; Leno Rainero III; Richard Cary
Horner IV, Thomas Brent Horner;
Christopher Thomas Horner, II and
Kathryn Blackwell Horner and husband,
Keith Apton; one sister, Helen Godsey
Overbay and several nieces and nephews.
The family would like to give special
thanks to Mrs. Horner's caregivers,
especially Mary Leonard. They would also
like to thank the staff of Wellmont
Hospice House.
Memorials may be sent to Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, 700 Cumberland St.,
Bristol, VA 24201; Bristol Historical
Association - Preston House Fund, P.O.
Box 204, Bristol, TN 37621; Wellmont
Hospice House, 280 Steele's Rd., Bristol,
TN 37620 or Bristol Public Library 701
Goode St., Bristol, VA 24201.

August Birthdays
1 Jon Harden 6 Jan Bruce
7 Bill Hagey, Tariq Zaidi,
Tucker Couch 9 Jack Taylor
10 Karen Tillison 11 Chad
Couch 14 Peggy Rogers,
Harris Robertson, Bettie
Hite 19 Charlotte Vaughn,
Sarah Vaughn 20 Claire
Miller, Blair Jones 21 Jerry
Medley 22 Guy Briggs
26 Jan Rainero 31 Archie
Hubbard

August Wedding
Anniversaries
1 Cathy & Rick Armstrong
4 Jane & Jim Tayloe .
5 Jan & Leno Rainero
9 Alethia & David Haynes
15 Sandra & Allen Rushing
17 Lark & Brad Adams
23 Elaine & Tom Griffin,
Tammy & Bob Hardee,
Hollie & Matt Lavinder
25 Peggy & Frank Winston
27 Melissa & David Taverner
28 Thelma & Mike Blair,
Claire & George Miller
30 Julia & John Rainero

Prayer Requests
For our parish and families:
Gayle Mallin, Carol
Biegler, Kitty Pitini, Betty
Kuhnert, Brennan
Hodges, Deirdre Grogan,
Emily Hubbard, Jill
Mendeljian, Joyce
Rodgers, and Peggy
Rogers.
For the deceased:
Ella Horner
For friends of our parish:
Layne, Abigail, Taylor
Bowen, Mary, Sharon
Hatcher, Ian Willis, and
Families in the Family
Promise program
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Parish Members Bid Farewell to Jane and Nat Copenhaver
Thank you to Jane and Nat Copenhaver for your service and friendship to Emmanuel Episcopal Church.
We wish you safe travels and life’s abundance as you begin your new life in Georgia to be closer to your
children.

May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields
and until we meet again,
may God hold you
in the palm of His hand.
~Traditional Gaelic Blessing
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

August 2013
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

From David Taverner, Senior Warden
#1076 Succeeds #925
As an off-shoot of the Church of
England – and before that the
Roman church - the Episcopal
Church can make claim to
Apostolic Succession This is the
method where the ministry of the
Christian Church has been passed
from the original apostles down
the ages by a continuous
unbroken succession, through a
series of bishops. During the
Sacrament of Holy Orders, a new

bishop is consecrated by at least
three bishops who themselves
have been consecrated by their
bishop elders, and so on back in
time.
During the Revolutionary War,
Anglican clergy were obliged to
swear allegiance to the King as
well as to pray for him, the royal
family, and the British Parliament.
Additional pressure was applied to
the early colonial churches when,
after July 4, 1776, a number of

states issued decrees making it an
act of treason to pray for the King
and Parliament. The forming of a
new church, the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the USA, was
the outcome of all this. Since
there were no Episcopal bishops,
however, it was impossible to
ordain new clergy. When the
clergy of Connecticut elected
Samuel Seabury as their bishop in
1783, he sought consecration in
England but was refused and
instead was ordained in Scotland
in 1784. After some legal
obstacles were removed by the
English Parliament in 1787, two
priests – William White of
Pennsylvania and Samuel
Provoost of New York – were
consecrated as bishops by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Archbishop of York, and the
Bishop of Bath and Wells. All
bishops in the Episcopal Church
can, therefore, trace their
succession back to Seabury, White
and Provoost; and, with some
more research, I suppose, trace
their succession back even further
through the Roman Catholic
Church.
The consecration of Bishop-Elect
Mark Bourlakas was held at the
Roanoke Civic Center in Roanoke
on July 20th. A venue that will
soon host the Roanoke Valley Gun
Show, Willie Nelson and Jeff
Dunham, was transformed this
Saturday into a worship space with
1,000 Episcopalians, excited to
see the 26th Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church, Katharine
Jefferts Schori (bishop #963 of the

The Messenger

Page 6

Episcopal Church), lead the
ordination and consecration
worship service for the sixth
bishop of the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia. The stage
was filled with a massed choir of
175; hand bell ringers, a flute
choir, strings and brass players;
ten consecrating bishops; a signer
for the deaf; acolytes, lectors, and
family members. Hymns and
prayers were interspersed with the
business of presenting the
candidate, certifying his election,
hearing testimonials, and
renewing with Bishop-Elect Mark
our baptismal promises. The
consecration of the bishop was
accomplished with not three, not
ten, but twenty-five bishops, all
crowding around the kneeling
candidate joining the Presiding
Bishop and laying their hands
upon Mark while she proclaimed:
“Therefore, Father, make Mark a
bishop in your Church. Pour out
upon him the power of your

princely Spirit, whom you
bestowed upon your beloved Son
Jesus Christ, with whom he
endowed the apostles, and by
whom your Church is built up in
every place, to the glory and
unceasing praise of your name.”

and seventeen years in office, Neff
doffed his mitre, waived it above
his head and, in return, received
applause and well-wishes from
those in close proximity. A new era
and another succession
successfully completed.

Bishop Mark (bishop #1076)
arose from the throng to loud
applause and cheering. Officially
a bishop, and now legally the
bishop of the diocese, he shared
the Peace, celebrated the Great
Thanksgiving, and then began his
ministry to his flock by serving
Communion to his 1,000 newest
and closest friends.
The dismissal (about 2 ½ hours
after the beginning Preludes)
included the long procession of
clergy from the diocese’s 56
parishes, the bishop and his family
and, close to the end, Bishop
Powell (#925). As he departed the
theater, visibly relaxing at the
conclusion of the day’s activities
The Messenger

Page 7

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

AUGUST 2013 MESSENGER

PAID

Emmanuel Episcopal Church

BRISTOL, VA 24201
PERMIT NO. 19

emmanuelbristol@gmail.com
www.emmanuelbristol.org
(276)669-9488
700 Cumberland Street
P.O. Box 1376
Bristol, VA 24203

Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER

The deadline to submit information for the September Messenger is August 16. Please be prompt.

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
(resumes in the fall)
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
9:15 am Adult Forums
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Viva Voce!
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10:00 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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Ministry Calendar
Sunday, August 4–Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13)
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14, 2:18–23............................................ 8:00 am–Lector, Ellison Conrad
Psalm 49:1–11 ............................................................................. 10:30 am–Lector, Janet Jayne
Colossians 3:1–11................................................................................... Intercessor, Zane Myers
Luke 12:13–21 ............................................Eucharistic Ministers, Tom Hairston & Jerry Medley
.......................................................................................... Ushers, Denise Rowe and Audrey Zaidi
Sunday, August 11–Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 14)
Genesis 15:1–6 ......................................................................... 8:00 am–Lector, David Taverner
Psalm 33:12–22.......................................................................10:30 am–Lector, Lucinda Taylor
Hebrews 11:1–3, 8–16 ..............................................................Intercessor, Fred Knickerbocker
Luke 12:32–40 ........................................................ Eucharistic Ministers, Tom Rogers and TBD
.................................................................................... Ushers, Ushers, Sandra and Allen Rushing
Sunday, August 18–Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 15)
Jeremiah 23:23–29 ................................................................. 8:00 am–Lector, Dave Zochowski
Psalm 82..................................................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, TBD
Hebrews 11:29–12:2 ........................................................................ Intercessor, David Taverner
Luke 12:49–56 ................................................... Eucharistic Ministers, David Taverner and TBD
.........................................................................................................Ushers, Beth and Tom Rogers
Sunday, August 25–Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 16)
Isaiah 58:9b–14 ............................................................. 8:00 am–Lector, Frank Goodpasture III
Psalm 103:1–8 ................................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Sue Prill
Hebrews 12:18–29............................................................................... Intercessor, Walt Bressler
Luke 13:10–17 ............................................. Eucharistic Ministers, Walt Bressler & Chris Yoder
............................................................................................... Ushers, Margaret and Greg Roberts

