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MESSENGER
Listening to the Words of Jesus

The Rev. Dr. Sally Harbold

“There is a story of a man driving on a
mountain road...the kind of road I
expect all of you are used to...He was
coming up to a curve in the road...he
couldn’t see around it. Another car
came from around the curve toward
him and a woman in that car rolled
down her window and called out to
him.... “PIG!” Well as you might
imagine he was shocked at this
outburst and screamed out as he
sped away "same to you lady"!
And then he drove on around the
curve and ran right into a pig.
This is a story about someone not
being able to understand the
intended meaning or message that
someone else spoke. A story about
hearing and not understanding at all.
It happens to us all the time, in my
experience, that we are unable to
understand the message that is
before us.
Today is a day that we celebrate the
real possibility of the opposite. Today
we celebrate being able, with the help
of the Holy Spirit, to take something
that seems incomprehensible, that
seems impossible to understand, and
to experience, to our own surprise,
clarity. In our Acts lesson, people who
followed Jesus were gathered from
many different regions. They were in
a house together and everything got
loud and confusing. There were
unusual weather noises and then it
seems as if tongues of fire were
floating above their heads, and finally
new languages came out of their
mouths. As they spoke to one
another astonished and reacting to
these circumstances, they found that
they could understand one another
anew. They were in a place and at a

time when they didn’t expect to be
understood or to understand, yet they
were able to hear and be heard. And
it so surprised them that they made
enough ruckus to cause others to
think that they must be drunk at 9:00
in the morning. We celebrate the
miracle of this event today and have
come to understand Pentecost as the
birthday of the church. And as such
today is the first day of the rest of our
lives... of the rest of your lives here at
Emmanuel. It is another new
beginning.
You have experienced things here
that are painful and hard to
understand.
And you have found it difficult to
speak with one another about these
events and to, through your
conversations, find understanding
and meaning.
Listen to the words of Jesus in the
gospel today to his followers who
have recently experienced the pain of
his death and who surely do not
understand what has happened or
what is going on:
Jesus said: I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to
be with you forever. This is the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because the world neither
sees nor knows.
You know the Spirit because the Spirit
abides with you, and will be in
you.......and this advocate will teach
you everything.
Another Advocate. Jesus is the first
advocate and the Spirit is the 2nd

advocate.
Jesus knew he
was leaving,
but this other
advocate, he
said, will be
with you
forever. He
didn't say with some of you. There is
not a condition placed on anyone in
this passage. In the sentence before
this quote I read Jesus reminds us
that those who love him will keep the
commandments, but he does not say
I am only sending the advocate IF or
when you keep my commandments.
This advocate, Jesus says, will teach
you everything!
...the promise of Jesus is that the
Spirit of Truth will come to each of us.
This is my third trip to Bristol. I have
met with various ones of you, vestry
and other leadership. I have been
able to see the Spirit of God moving in
and through this community of faith. I
hear the presence of the Spirit in your
questions, and in our conversations. I
see God's love in your care for one
another and the Spirit of God in your
commitment to Emmanuel.
The awkward...painful...leave-taking
of the former rector; the aftermath of
an attempt to engage with a Title IV
disciplinary process, these are things
that can turn people away from the
church. We can look at these painful
things in one way and respond out of
sense of hurt and disappointment
and abandonment. How could God
be with the church when something
like this happens? But the promise of
this feast day of Pentecost is the
possibility of finding understanding
Continued on page 2
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and even wisdom and renewal in the
wake of painful and difficult
experiences of our lives.
It is possible for us to come to an
understanding of things that we do not
understand at all, through the Holy
Spirit in our lives. God gives us the gift
of the Holy Spirit to lead us into all
truth.
The psalm we read this morning says
that the spirit of God will renew the
face of the earth, renew our lives, our
church, the world. The Acts lesson
says that when we do not even expect
understanding, we can find it within
our reach. And our gospel reminds us
of the promise of Jesus to send this
Advocate to lead us into all truth and
to be with us forever.
The Spirit of God is here. Here at
Emmanuel and here: in our hearts,
with us always and wishing to teach us
everything.

Lack of understanding or being
consumed by our own lives often gets
in the way of receiving or hearing the
Spirit of God. After all we are human
and very distracted by our own
thoughts and words.
When I am ill or a loved one is ill, when
I am grieving or fearful of something
that looms on the horizon I may not be
able to find the Spirit of God within...
but perhaps I can find God's spirit in
worship, in prayer, in this gathered
community at a picnic or a supper.
In celebration of the birthday of the
church and the coming of the Holy
Spirit to all of our lives
I invite you today to come to
Emmanuel and to be with Emmanuel
as one of your spiritual practices in
listening for and seeking the Spirit of
God.
I invite you to join with the members of

your search committee by praying for
them, listening to their thoughts and
plans, responding to their inquiries.
Even if you don't understand the
questions, give it a try!
I invite you to support your vestry who
are committed to the growth and
healing of every member of this parish
because indeed, the work of the Holy
Spirit is alive and well at Emmanuel
and you are a part of it all. Thank you
for allowing me to join you. Thank you
for being here and continuing on this
journey of faith. I look forward to
speaking with you further as we learn
and grow together.
The Rev. Dr. Sally Harbold is
the Director at St. Paul's
Center for Hope and Healing
in Cary, North Carolina and
has been working with the
Vestry and parish over the
past few months during our
time of healing.

Pentecost Sunday Activities
Thank you to everyone
who helped us
Celebrate Pentecost
Sunday.
We greatly appreciate
those who provided time
and food for
Sandwiches & Sundaes
and all our Pentecost
activities.

On May 8,
2013 Ed
Hitt
committee
chair
explained
the
proposed
search
process to
the parish. The process is being
developed and it is likely that changes
will take place.

The committee met with Barbara
Johnson from St John’s Roanoke on
May 15, 201. Barbara has chaired a
search committee for St. John’s and
was co chair of the Search Committee
for the diocese. After meeting with
Barbara it has been decided that a
parish wide is meeting is not
necessary prior to issuing the Parish
Survey.

The survey will be released on June
15, 2013. It can be completed on line
or manually. The Committee is asking
that all surveys be completed by July
6, 2013. The Committee will meet with
the parish in late August to review the
results. The survey will be used in the
drafting the parish profile. It is
anticipated that Barbara Johnson will
be the facilitator for the meeting.

The Committee has been meeting
regularly to work on the Parish Survey.

Please make sure to complete the
survey. We need everyone’s input.

Update on Family Promise

We have been assigned our next 3
host weeks: July 7-14, September 815, and November 24-December 1.
And yes, you guessed it! That 3rd host
week is the week of Thanksgiving.

Scheduling meal preparers, evening
hosts, and overnighters may present
challenges, with many parishioners
busy or out-of-town that week, but
we’ll do our best, with God’s help.

A big shout-out goes to all the EEC
members who volunteered during our
last host week in April. Your many
efforts are appreciated. THANK YOU!!

Memorial Contributions
Beverly Bressler
Mr. & Mrs. Danny Arnold
Mrs. Jane Bachman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Nat Copenhaver
Curcio, Stout & Pomrenke, PC
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Knickerbocker
Edwin Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Griffin
Kathleen McCommon
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Green
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Griffin
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Kurre

Dr. Richard Penny
Mrs. Jane Bachman
Mrs. Julia Callahan
Mrs. Julie Hairston-Murdock
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Rushing
Candice Snodgrass

William Creed Wampler, Sr.
Mrs. Julie Hairston-Murdock

David Taylor
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Nat Copenhaver
Jonathan H Harden
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Rushing

Rodney Zochowski
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Blair
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Christ
Mr. & Mrs. Nat Copenhaver
Jonathan H Harden
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Knickerbocker

Ann Curtin Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Nat Copenhaver
Mrs. Peggy Rogers

Wireless Internet & Media Resources

 Wireless Internet access is now available throughout the church building for
use by members and their guests. The wireless password for your laptop or
mobile device is posted on the red information stations. Just look for the Emmanuel wireless logo.
 The television in the library is now connected to the Internet and therefore
can be used for parish programming that would benefit from on-line resources (YouTube, Netflix, etc). Emmanuel does not subscribe to any on-line
services, but you are welcome to use your own subscription for appropriate
parish programming.
 If you are working on a PowerPoint or media presentation and wish to display
your work to a larger audience, a computer display projector is available for
check-out from the parish office.
If you have questions or problems getting connected to the Internet, or if you need a guided tour of the television and its
resources, please contact the parish office.

Vestry News
The vestry of Emmanuel Episcopal Church met for its regularly
scheduled monthly meeting on Monday, April 15, 2013, in the
church conference room. Members present were Brad Adams,
Mike Blair, Jon Harden, Tina Hitt, Frank Goodpasture, III, Julia
Rainero, Tom Rogers, Denise Rowe, Jack Taylor, and David
Taverner. The Rev. Dr. Craig Wylie was also present. Absent:
Allen Rushing.
The meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm by the senior warden,
David Taverner. Mr. Taverner welcomed everyone and opened the
meeting with prayer.
Meeting Minutes: Minutes of the March 18, 2013 meeting were
presented for review. The minutes were approved by unanimous
consent.
Financial Report: Treasurer Nat Copenhaver presented a
summary of the financial statement as of March 31, 2013. Mr.
Adams moved to receive the financial report, and Mr.
Goodpasture seconded the motion. The financial report was
accepted by unanimous consent.
New Business
Web design proposal – Mr. Taverner presented two proposals for
the redesign of the church webpage. The proposals were from
Camellia Digital Agency for $4,100 and Antanet for $3,559. The
Antanet on-going maintenance fee is more expensive than
Camilla Designs ($635 vs. $250, respectively, after the first year).
Camilla Designs also provides more flexibility to manipulate the
website without having to engage the designer. A selection
committee comprised of Kristie Fayler, Chris Yoder, and Mr.
Taverner evaluated the proposals and recommended the
selection of Camilla Designs for consideration by the vestry. Mr.
Taverner requested $2,050 as a down payment to begin the
project with the balance due at project acceptance. ACTION: Mr.
Rogers moved to approve funding to redesign Emmanuel’s
webpage as proposed by Mr. Taverner. Mrs. Rainero seconded
the motion. The motion was accepted by unanimous consent.
Capital Projects (Building reserve) Mr. Taverner requested
various funds for various projects including landscaping,
renovation of the church sign, outside lighting, upgrading
furnishing in the library, and replacing the floor in the foyer
outside the Parish Office. Mr. Taverner suggested using the
$31,000 in a reserve account to fund the projects. After much
discussion, Mr. Adams informed the group that a committee was
being formed to oversee the proposed projects. The vestry
requested that a prioritized list of projects be brought back for
consideration at the May 2013 meeting before approving the use
of the Building Reserve funds.
Alms – Rector Discretionary account The Rev. Dr. Craig R. Wylie
presented the vestry with a proposal to reinstate the collection
and designation of the rector’s discretionary fund. Fr. Wylie
distributed copies of Canon III.9.5 subsection b6-8 and
subsection c1-3, Title III, regarding alms and contributions. . Wylie
explained that since he has been the liturgical leader at
Emmanuel, he has received financial aid requests for car parts,
utility bills, and transportation. Discussion ensued regarding the
parish’s support of Bristol Faith in Action and its use of funds to
assist with emergency needs of the less fortunate in our
community. Fr. Wylie stated that BFIA is typically out of money by
the middle of the month. ACTION: Mrs. Hitt made a motion for the
loose plate offering on one Sunday each month and designated

gifts to be used to fund the rector’s discretionary account. Ms.
Rowe seconded the motion. The motion was approved by
unanimous consent.
Old Business
Vestry Action Log – Mr. Taverner and Mr. Rogers have been
managing the Vestry Action Log. All motions from each vestry
meeting are accumulated into a spreadsheet to be used in an
ongoing matter allowing items to be easily researched as needed.
Commission/Committee updates
Discernment- Mr. Blair said the Rector Discernment Committee
has met twice, and they are working on an outline for the parish
profile as well as questions for potential candidates. The
committee intends to obtain input from parishioners during this
process. There will be monthly updates of the committee’s
progress in the Messenger. Fr. Wylie is meeting with Gene
Anderson from Evans House to get hard copies of all official
paperwork for the search.
Worship –Fr. Wylie reported that he is working with Choir Director
Stephanie Yoder on several items, as well as working with the
Altar Guild. He is planning to commission the discernment
committee as well as lay Eucharistic ministers during upcoming
worship services.
Grow –Mrs. Rainero reported that the Parish Life Committee has
recruited new members Linda Riley, Audra Jones, and Lisa Tickle.
They are currently assembling a calendar of various parish
activities that will be presented at a future meeting.
Welcome – Ms. Rowe reported that their committee has added
members.
Wardens’ Reports/Remarks
Junior Warden
Mr. Adams reported that the freezer is not working. The
contractor will attempt to repair it again, but it may need to be
replaced.
Mr. Adams expressed appreciation to Carla Vaughn for cleaning
and organizing the Catechesis closet under the stairwell outside
of Atrium I.
Roof flashing update – Mr. Taylor detailed the scope of work that
had to be completed due to leaks in the new roof. He noted that
several areas need to be watched to make sure the leaks have
been eliminated.
Senior Warden Parish Directory – Mr. Taverner reported that there has been a
small committee assembled to review the list of current
parishioners. Once finalized, a new directory will be published.
Sally Harbold – Mr. Taverner distributed copies of the invoice
from the Rev. Dr. Sally Harbold from her most recent visit where
she met with individual parishioners. Mr. Taverner informed the
vestry that the Rev. Dr. Harbold is also available to facilitate any
needs the rector’s discernment committee may have.
Meeting Adjournment – The meeting concluded with prayer at
7:00 pm.
Submitted by: Thomas K. Rogers, Secretary of the Vestry

Operating Budget
Income
Expenses
Difference

April 2013
$31,047.18
$18,197.08
$12,850.10

YTD
$100,312.68
$69,065.23
$31,247.45

From David Taverner, Senior Warden
Send us another one!”
On April 21, the Rector Discernment
Committee was commissioned by the
Rev. Craig Wylie during the 10:30
service. The recognition of the
committee’s formation is an
important step for Emmanuel and an
acknowledgement that we are
publically ready to call a new Rector.
In a recent Messenger article, I
discussed Emmanuel’s membership
in three dioceses over its 150 year
history and the ten bishops that have
looked west towards us. Naming
Emmanuel’s past leaders, especially
in the early years, is a challenge and
there are a number of gaps in
knowledge, with names and
circumstances obscured by time. No
doubt a doctoral thesis could be
earned by researching paper archives
in diocesan basements to come up
with a definitive list of all our past
leaders. But with some local research
by Father Craig; clues from a history
of the first 100 years written by
Joseph Downman Mitchell, Jr. in
1962; and from Margaret Mitchell’s
book, “Rectors I have known,” we can
piece together a list of twenty-six

names, men (and one woman) whom
we can identify as Emmanuel’s
worship leaders. Among the list are
our past called rectors, mostly
appointed directly by the bishop, with
Vestry approval, since the Rector
Discernment Committee process is
relatively new.
By my reckoning – subject to
correction - we are now seeking our
twenty-seventh leader (perhaps we
can agree to say we’re looking for our
27th Rector, to keep it simple?): a
faithful individual - perfect in every
way, of course - to lead, support and
sustain us. In the early days, as you
can see from our history,
communication went out with
regularity to the Bishop: “Send us
another one!” And the Bishop would
oblige. The last fifty years or so have
seen longer tenures, but today’s
reality for many churches is to expect
a younger priest to serve perhaps 5
years before being called to a larger
church or to different duties. In many
ways, the Episcopal Church, with its
on-line employment databases, and
the ease of advertising new positions,
creates a fluid job market but which
simultaneously injects new blood and

fresh energy into the church body. It’s
into this environment that our own
Discernment Committee hopes to tap
to find our next leader.
But, we’re getting ahead of ourselves.
The weeks and months ahead will be
a time for the discernment committee
to lead us though a period of
introspection so that the committee
will understand what type of leader
we want for ourselves - so they in turn
can look for the right person. Not an
easy undertaking but one which we
are now ready to start. I’m grateful
for the committee members and the
leadership of Ed Hitt, as chair, for the
work that they have already
accomplished. I know they all take
their responsibility seriously and I
hope you’ll join me in being
supportive of their requests for input
and feedback.
From my analogy in last month’s
article about elephant dining being a
metaphor for undertaking large
projects: With the commissioning of
the committee, the first public bite
has been taken. Eat on!

Emmanuel Episcopal Church–Worship leaders, including Rectors
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Wind Down Wednesday
MEAL PREP
Beth Rogers, Loretta
Trayer, Julia Rainero and
Mike Riley prepare a
spaghetti dinner sponsored
by the Rector Discernment
Committee for Wind Down
Wednesday

June Birthdays
4 Debbie Tidwell 5 Sue Prill
6 Anne Fleming 9 Eddye
Carr 10 Dave Zochowski
11 Winifred Mitchell, Nate
Mitchell 12 Stephanie
Yoder 14 Paul Giesey
16 Walt Bressler, Judson
Rainero, Milly Rainero
17 Doug Mitchell 18 Jim
McGlothlin 20 Frank
Goodpasture, IV 22 Jack
Tickle 28 Tom Griffin
29 Lawrence Jones
30 Audrey Zaidi, Lisa
Martin, Julia Rainero

June Wedding
Anniversaries
GATHERING TOGETHER
Parishioners proceed
through the line as they
prepare to share a meal
during Wind Down
Wednesday.

2 Greg & Margaret Roberts
4 Debbie & Lamont Tidwell
6 Lisa & Spike Tickle
15 Jackie & John Ed Fuller
19 Barbara & Challen
Walling 25 Martha & Pete
Litton 26 Marj & Prent
Hallenbeck 29 Jane & Nat
Copenhaver

Prayer Requests

DISCERNMENT UPDATE
Ed Hitt, chairman of the
Rector Discernment
Committee updates
parishioners about the
progress of the search for
a new rector.

For our parish and families:
Kitty Pitini, Betty Kuhnert,
Deirdre Grogan, Emily
Hubbard, Jill Mendeljian,
Joyce Rodgers, and Peggy
Rogers.
For friends of our parish:
Layne, Abigail, Taylor
Bowen, Mary, Sharon
Hatcher, and Families in
the Family Promise
program
For those who have died:
Carol Christ Marshall,
Sally Mowery, Roger
Williams

Thank you to everyone who prepared food and attended
Wind Down Wednesday!
The Messenger
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Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
(resumes in the fall)
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
9:15 am Adult Forums
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Viva Voce!
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10:00 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
The Messenger
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The deadline to submit information for the July Messenger is June 21. Please be prompt.

Ministry Calendar
Sunday, June 9–Third Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 5)
1 Kings 17:8–24......................................................................... 8:00 am–Lector, Ellison Conrad
Psalm 30........................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Fred Knickerbocker
Galatians 1:11–24................................................................................ Intercessor, Walt Bressler
Luke 7:11–17 ...........................................Eucharistic Ministers, Jim Hite & Fred Knickerbocker
....................................................................................................Ushers, Jan Rainero & Ruth King
Sunday, June 16–Fourth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 6)
2 Samuel 11:26–12:10,13–15.................................... 8:00 am–Lector, Frank Goodpasture, III
Psalm 5:1–8........................................................................................ 10:30 am–Lector, Sue Prill
Galatians 2:15–21............................................................................... Intercessor, Barbara Bunn
Luke 7:36–8:3 ....................................................Eucharistic Ministers, Sue Prill & Tom Hairston
...............................................................................................Ushers, Ushers, Beth & Tom Rogers
Sunday, June 23–Fifth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 7)
Isaiah 65:1–9......................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Fred Knickerbocker
Psalm 22:18–27........................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Tom Rogers
Galatians 3:23–29.............................................................................. Intercessor, Lucinda Taylor
Luke 8:26–39 ...............................................Eucharistic Ministers, Walt Bressler & Tom Rogers
..................................................................................................Ushers, Melissa & David Taverner
Sunday, June 30–Sixth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 8)
1 Kings19:15–16, 19–21.....................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Jim Hite
Psalm 16.........................................................................................10:30 am–Lector, Chris Yoder
Galatians 5:1,13–25 ...............................................................................Intercessor, Tom Rogers
Luke 9:51–62 ..................................................Eucharistic Ministers, Tom Rogers & Chris Yoder
....................................................................................................................Ushers, Sue Prill & TBA

