M ay
2013

MESSENGER
revealing to us God’s
unfailing faithfulness to the covenants
made with us. Given that we are created in the same
image and related one to another, Jesus declares that it is
our behaviors that demonstrate our responses to God’s
initiative. Our behaviors demonstrate whether or not our
way of living is a way that is open to being alive to God in
our worship, in our learning and in our service to one
another.

Dear People of God,
The theme of every Easter season is resurrection–new life.
Our faith community of Emmanuel is working to accept, we
are in fact, poised to new life in the body Christ. The
questions is: What will our new life in Christ look like?
I believe an energized sense of purpose, a motivation to
serve others as we have been served, is captured by Jesus’
uses of the word ‘Way’ as recorded in John’s Gospel this
Easter season. We have the opportunity to be very
intentional in following the Way of Jesus. Following John’s
understanding of discipleship, the first step of the Way
entails paying attention to the specific behaviors which
mark us as belonging to the household of God.
Have you noticed how often John records Jesus speaking
about behaviors? Jesus pays careful attention to us,
frequently making comments regarding our interactions
with one another. The foundation of his comments is the
Biblical truth that each of each us is created in the image
and likeness of God. We are related—whether we like it or
not. It is this daily interchange between us relatives and as
disciples of Jesus that drives the story line of the Bible,

In his book What’s Theology Got To Do With It?, Anthony
Robinson explores the connections between our
convictions and the vitality of our faith community, the
Church. Robinson notes that being on our Way with Jesus
means that we won't have all the answers in advance.
Recalling our family’s story he describes our new life as
being one of process.
“We're like the Hebrews who learned what it meant to
be Israel during the long journey in the wilderness. We
are like the church in the book of The Acts of the
Apostles, learning what it meant to be a church.”
This year as the community engages in the discernment
process for an ordained leader, we have an opportunity to
review how it is that we demonstrate to ourselves to others
that our community is a new creation in Christ. The
implication of Robinson’s quote suggests that our work
together will be filled with opportunities both new and
unfamiliar. But that is part of the agenda of creation. And
to any sense of anxiety we might have as a community
regarding the new and unfamiliar, John reports Jesus as
bringing us this Easter message: “Don’t let your hearts be
troubled. Where I am, God is.”
Faithfully in Christ,
Fr. Craig

Pentecost Sunday at Emmanuel

Sally Harbold

The Rev. Dr. Sally Harbold will join us as guest preacher on
Sunday, May 19, Pentecost, for both 8:00 am and
10:30 am services. In addition to being celebrant for both
services, she will also continue a conversation about
healing and reconciliation that she started with us when she
led a Wednesday Evening Lenten session in March. She will
meet with us in the parish hall starting at 9:15 am.

Sandwiches & Sundaes

Plan on staying after the 10:30 am service for a fun
Pentecost celebration for all ages with Sandwiches and
Sundaes!
Emmanuel invites you to enjoy an assortment of
wonderful sandwiches and ice cream sundaes with all the
fixings! And don't forget to wear red for Pentecost!
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A Letter from The Rev. Dr. Sally Harbold
People of Emmanuel,
I am delighted to be able to return to
Bristol and celebrate with you on a
Sunday morning. I will be with you on
Sunday May 19 at both services and for
a program between services.
Please make yourself known to me
while I am there and let me know if I
may be of service to you. I journey with
you as you transition toward new full
time leadership and partner with your
vestry and search committee and other
groups in the church to talk about the
best ways to navigate this time in your
lives.

We have an opportunity together to
bring intention to the healing of past
wounds and creativity to the task of
planning for the future. As an outside
voice I feel privileged to be included in
conversations and I am interested in
hearing from everyone.
I hope you will attend an information
session between services to learn about
the work of reconciliation in churches.
And I hope that you will feel free to
share your thoughts and concerns. See
you soon!
Sally +

Emmanuel Events
Bible Study
The Book of James---up next for Bible
study group
We all want a faith that won’t let us
down in times of trouble or loss,
uncertainty or fear—a faith that can
pull us through the worst, and best,
times of our lives. This is the kind of
faith that we must practice day by
day. These studies by Andrew and
Phyllis Le Peau on the teaching of
James will help us grow a steadfast
faith that can carry us through all the
ups and downs of life.
This new study will start on Thursday,
May 2. We meet in the upstairs
conference room on Thursdays at 10
a.m. Please join us!
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Wind Down Wednesday
Are you tired of cooking an entire
meal every night? Then don’t!
Wednesday, May 8 at 6:00 pm in the
Parish Hall, the Discernment
Committee will sponsor the Wind
Down Wednesday Spaghetti Dinner.
All you need to bring is yourself!

Supper Club
Supper Club is back in full swing!
Please join hosts, Margaret and Greg
Roberts on Sunday, May 19 at 6:00
pm at Middlebrook Clubhouse for
Supper Club. Please call Margaret and
Greg to let them know what you will
bring (423-968-4748).

Farewell Picnics for
The Powell’s
You are invited to attend a farewell
picnic for Neff and Dorothy Powell.
Three different picnics will be held
throughout the diocese so that
everyone can have an opportunity to
attend. A bar-b-que lunch will be
served, presentations will be made,
and a fun-filled afternoon is promised.
The picnics will take place from 11
am to 2 pm at the following locations:
Glen Maury Park - Buena Vista on
June 1st
Phoebe Needles - Callaway on June
15th
Hemlock Haven Hungry Mother Park
- Marion on June 22nd

The Vestry has appointed the
Discernment Committee to begin the
search for a new rector. Ed Hitt is
chairing the committee.
Mike Blair and Julia Rainero are the
vestry representatives. Other committee
members are:
Janet Jayne
Matt Lavinder
Greg Oakley
Beth Rogers
Melissa Taverner
Loretta Trayer
The committee is meeting regularly to
begin the process of putting together an
updated parish profile. That is one of the
first steps in the process.
There will be at least one Parish meeting
to assist the committee in drafting the
profile and in addition an on line survey
will be available. For those who do not
have computer access or who prefer not
to complete the profile on line the survey
can be completed manually.

The
committee
will report
on its
progress to
the Vestry
monthly. In
addition
there will
be an
update in
each edition of the Messenger. The
vestry is revamping the Emmanuel Web
Page which will be very helpful to the
search process since it will allow
candidates to preview our programs and
get to know us a little better. Many of you
will be called upon to help to describe the
programs in which you participate. This is
a great opportunity to showcase
ourselves to potential rector candidates
and prospective new members for the
parish. It will also be a great tool to let
other parish members know what is
going on at Emmanuel.
Please feel free to ask committee
members any questions you might have
and feel free to make suggestions.

May Birthdays
1 Jonathan Harden 2 Spike
Tickle 3 Betty Kuhnert 4
Ann Christ 6 Lamont Tidwell
7 Peggy Winston, John
Byers, William King, Jr 8
Mike Blair, Jo Anne
Hairston, Doug Harmon 9
Mary Landrum 10 Jim
Woodrum, Lana Everett 11
Peter Combs, Susan Early
13 Johnny Fuller 14 Tracey
Harmon, Chris Horner, II 15
John Derting 20 Julie Slagle
21 Mimi Knickerbocker 23
Ed Hitt 25 Rachel Taverner,
David Bieger, Parker
Cannon 27 Pierce Elliott,
Linda Riley, Susan Rogers
29 Tyler Pearson 31 Steve
Green, Meredith Kirkpatrick

May Wedding
Anniversaries
3 Paige &John Terry 4 Arnell
& John Byers 8 Candie &
Chris Horner 16 Julie & Jon
Slagle 17 Janet & Larry
Jayne 25 Nell & Dan Bieger
30 Lisa & Steve Martin

Prayer Requests
For our parish and families:
Kitty Pitini, Deirdre
Grogan, Emily Hubbard,
Jill Mendlejian, Joyce
Rodgers, and Peggy
Rogers.
For friends of our parish:
Taylor Bowen, Mary,
Sharon Hatcher, Lily Mehl,
Ian Willis, Shirley Roberts,
and Families in the Family
Promise program
For those who have died:
Katherine McCommon
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Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER
SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II
(with choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
9:15 am Adult Forums
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Viva Voce!
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10:00 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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The deadline to submit information for the July Messenger is June 21. Please be prompt.

Ministry Calendar
Sunday, May 5–Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9–15 ................................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Harriett Harty
Psalm 67.............................................................................10:30 am–Lector, Mary Beth Rainero
Revelation 21:10, 22:–22:5................................................................. Intercessor, Walt Bressler
John 14:23–29 ....................................... Eucharistic Ministers, Walt Bressler & David Taverner
..................................................................................................... Ushers, Jane & Nat Copenhaver
Sunday, May 12–Secenth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16–34 ......................................................................... 8:00 am–Lector, Dave Zochowski
Psalm 97....................................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Jerry Medley
Revelation 22:12–14,16–17,20–21 .....................................................Intercessor, Tom Rogers
John 17:20–26 .............................................. Eucharistic Ministers, Jerry Medley & Tom Rogers
..................................................................................... Ushers, Ushers, Margaret & Greg Roberts
Sunday, May 19–Day of Pentecost
Acts 9:36–34 .....................................................................................8:00 am–Lector, John Harty
Psalm 23...................................................................................10:30 am–Lector, David Taverner
Revelation 7:9–17 ................................................................................... Intercessor, Chris Yoder
John 10:22–30 .......................................... Eucharistic Ministers, David Taverner & Chris Yoder
............................................................................... Ushers, Frank Goodpasture,III & Ann Thomas
Sunday, May 26–Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 7:1–4,22–31..........................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Jim Hite
Psalm 8........................................................................................10:30 am–Lector, Walt Bressler
Romans 5:1–5 ........................................................................................Intercessor, Jerry Medley
John 16:12–15 ............................................Eucharistic Ministers, Walt Bressler & Jerry Medley
...................................................................................................................................... Ushers, TBA

