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But we are not here and God
is there.

God Is With Us
Dear People of God,
The 7th chapter of the Book
of Isaiah has three principal
speakers: the Lord God,
Ahaz, the king of Judah, and
God's prophet Isaiah. The
setting: 734 years before
the birth of Jesus. The
nation of the nations of Syria
and Israel (ten of the tribes of
Abraham) are at war with the nation of
Judah (the two other tribes). Ahaz and
the people of Judah are, "shaking as
the trees of a forest shake before the
wind." They are afraid. At God’s
direction, Isaiah speaks:




Isaiah: Ask for a sign of God's
faithfulness.
Ahaz: I will not ask, and I will not
test the Lord.
Isaiah retorts: Listen, house of
David, is it not enough for you to
treat men as helpless you also
treat my God as helpless?
Assuredly, my Lord will give you a
sign of his own accord! Look, a
young woman is with child and
about to give birth to a son. Let her
name him Immanuel – "With us is
God.”

In a time of grave crisis, King Ahaz and
the people of Judah do not trust their
several covenants with the Lord God.
The King will not engage in
conversation with God. Yet God
engages. God speaks to King Ahaz
and sign is given in real time, to real
people. God does not speak of being
present with regard to some future
time and different location or even
that he will be present with only some
people. The core teaching of Word of
God does not speak to any questions
of where or when. At least that is not
what God tells King Ahab, is it? Our
thinking is often clouded with thoughts
about God’s presence in the future
(Will I get to heaven?) and possessing
a very individualistic answer to that
future (It is all about me! I am good. I
am worthy.)

March Birthdays
3 Sadie Harden 5 Lauren Zochowski 6 Robert Dickert, Paige
Terry, Lynn Couch 7 Deane Everett, Tammy Hardee 8 Judy
Mitchell, Matt Moore, Betty Robertson 9 Josie Tickle 11
Austin Carr 13 Carla Vaughn, Adilyn Jones 16 Mike Riley 17
Pat Culver 20 Peggy Horner 22 Larry Jayne, Eloise Kirkpatrick
24 Prent Hallenbeck 26 Lark Adams 28 Dale Stark, Barbara
Walling 31 Jackie Everett, Preston Cannon, Bree Adams

What is true, both then and
now, is that people choose to
be afraid of the uncertain
future. Yet despite that
choice, God is present in life.
It was not true yesterday and
it is not true today that now
is a time when the motto is:
Every man for himself! God
is not sitting on some far off
shore, and it is our task to somehow,
by personal endeavors, reach that
shore.
Ahaz and Judah do not trust God’s
word. Ahaz and the nation of Judah
are afraid and their decisions lead to
an unhappy ending. But what
happens when a person, a community,
a tribe or nation stops shaking like a
tree in a windstorm, stops worrying
about the future, stops wondering
where God is life?
If I stopped shaking, might I realize
that I am not isolated? Might I
become aware of others? Of a
community that declares: "With us is
God. And all can see the Presence
taking shape today in our words and
deeds.” What a sign of faith! A
community of resurrection!
In Christ, † Fr. Craig

Prayer Requests
For our parish and families: Beverly Bressler, Deirdre
Grogan, Emily Hubbard, Gayle Malin, Jill Mendilgian, John
Harty, Joyce Rogers, and Peggy Rogers.
For friends of our parish: Sharon Hatcher, Marilyn Carroll, Lily
Mehl, Betty, and Families in the Family Promise program.
For those who have died: Dick Penny

March Wedding Anniversaries
31 Barbara & George Bunn
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From David Taverner, Senior Warden
The path forward for Emmanuel can
head in a number of different
directions and I thought it might be
instructive to understand these
various ways.

“Well, of course you’ll do a search,
duh!” This was the tag-end of a
conversation I had recently with a longtime-absent, long-time-parishioner
friend; her sentiments neatly summed
up as: “No rector? Search! What’s
the problem?”
Being Senior Warden and a Vestry
member – especially during the
absence of the rector –is nothing if not
a learning experience. You quickly
learn that the diocese, as a member of
the Episcopal Church (and one of its
many levels of confederation) is
available to help, but doesn’t
necessarily provide proactive
leadership. As a parish, in good times,
we get freedom from central authority
and like it; in bad times we get
freedom from central authority and
like it not so much. In other words, we
control our own destiny and have to
ask for assistance and learn as we go.
This has been especially apparent as
we have embarked on how to seek a
new rector. We have scattered
knowledge and memories of the 2008
search process, and that information –
some myth, some actual – has
informed the deliberations of the
Vestry for four meetings over the past
three months. The transition for our
own Bishop has also played into some
of the considerations.
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1. Supply. This option provides for a
celebrant on Sundays to lead the
services. They serve, they leave. The
priest is paid a fixed amount per
worship service as determined by the
diocese, to include mileage. Supply
priests are normally used to fill-in the
gaps when the rector takes a break;
but as you know, there have been
periods where we have relied on the
service of supply priests for months at
a time. Lay leaders are responsible
for day-to-day operational decisions.
I’ve termed the current arrangement
we have with Father Craig as Supply
Plus, since he is not only our loyal
supply priest but is also able to provide
pastoral support, Lenten
programming, and regular meetings
with the Wardens (tasks that a
standard Supply Priest would not be
expected to perform). Our
arrangement with Father Craig
involves a letter of understanding and
payment for his services.
The next three options for a full-time
priest are more permanent in nature:
2. Priest In Charge. With this
arrangement, the Bishop and Vestry
agree to call a priest for a period not to
exceed three years. This ‘try and buy’
option allows the PIC to be called as
the rector at the end of the third year;
or, the Vestry can choose to begin a
new search after two years and give
the PIC one year to seek another
calling. Our sister church, St Thomas
in Abingdon, recently called the Rev
Hilary Camblos to be their PIC. The PIC
has all the responsibilities of the rector
but normally works closely with the
Bishop during the period of
engagement.

3. Interim. With this option, the Bishop
and Vestry agree to call a rector for an
agreed-to period of time. The
difference between Interim and PIC is
that the Interim cannot be called as
the rector at the end of the contract
period. The thought behind this
agreement is that the Interim can
make some hard decisions, perhaps
about difficult employees or fractious
parishioners, without worrying about
future contract negotiations. The
Interim is the Rector for the contract
period, and assumes all rector duties.
4. Rector. This process for calling a
permanent rector requires the Vestry
to establish a search committee, hold
parish meetings, and develop a
‘profile’ to determine who we are as a
parish, and what rector leadership
style we are seeking to help us get to
where we want to go. The Rector,
once called, is the new leader of the
church with all its canonical, pastoral
and administrative responsibilities.
Church leadership transition can be an
opaque world at times, requiring the
oversight of the Bishop, a consultant,
and even a transition officer to help a
parish get started on its quest. For
two millennia, the church has
fashioned and refashioned its
methods for accomplishing successful
transitions. The current shift in
thinking has been to move away from
a business-oriented approach with a
return to a more spiritual approach.
So you’ll see the vocabulary changing
from Search to Discernment; from
Search Committee to Rector
Discernment Committee; from Hiring
to Calling. And the annual
Performance Appraisal is now a
friendlier Mutual Ministry Review
informed by Appreciative Inquiry.
After a lot of careful thought and
prayerful consideration, the Vestry has
decided that moving forward with the
search for a Rector is our best option;
in other words, not proceeding first

Search Continued
with the PIC or Interim.
Perhaps, from the outside
it really does seem simple:
“Well, of course you’ll do a
search, duh!” But, getting
to this point has taken
much conversation and
deliberation. Search, yes!
But sometimes, it’s how we
got to this seemingly
obvious decision –
reflection, learning,
cooperation - that
strengthens the Vestry to
make future important
decisions for our church.
Father Craig’s continued
journey with us also needs
to be considered and
nurtured, even as we plan
our next steps, since he is
an important part of our
lives together.
The hard work of moving
forward along our search
path has only just started.
It will involve the naming of
a discernment committee
that is representative of the
parish membership; an
extraordinary amount of
work from that committee;
and much involvement
from the parish. The
Chinese philosopher Laozi,
the founder of Taoism, is
credited with saying, “A
journey of a thousand
miles begins with a single
step”; although I think I
prefer, “Eating an elephant
begins with the first
spoonful.” Journeys or
Elephants: it’ll likely be a
wild ride and everyone
involved will benefit from
our prayers, patience,
gratitude and good humor.
More to come!

Holy Week Schedule
 Palm Sunday—March 24
Liturgy of the Palms with Holy Eucharist
8:00 am and 10:30 am
 Monday, March 25, 5:30 pm
Lenten Prayer Service (Bledsoe Chapel)
 Tuesday, March 26, 5:30 pm
Lenten Prayer Service (Bledsoe Chapel)
 Wednesday, March 27, 12:15 pm
Prayers for Healing with Holy Eucharist (Bledsoe Chapel)
 Wednesday, March 27, 5:30 pm
Lenten Prayer Service (Bledsoe Chapel)
 Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist–March March 28, 7:30 pm
 Good Friday Liturgy–March 29, 12:00 pm
 Office of Tenebrae, Friday, March 29, 7:30 pm
 Holy Saturday Service–March 30, 12:00 pm
 Great Vigil of Easter–Saturday, March 30, 7:30 pm
 Easter Sunday–March 30
Holy Eucharist
8:00 am and 10:30 am

Evensong April 7 : Highlands Youth Ensemble
Our series of Evensong services will
continue on Sunday, April 7 at 5:00. We
are pleased to welcome our guest choir for
the evening, the Highlands Youth
Ensemble, led by Jane DeLoach Morison.
The Morison family has played for our
parish on a number of occasions. Claire
and Peter have offered their talents
through violin, voice, oboe and guitar. Jane
has also led fall workshops with our youth
choir, Viva Voce!
The Highlands Youth Ensemble was formed
in 2002 by former Artistic Director Beth P.
McCoy to continue the musical education
of area young people who had graduated
from the East Tennessee Children's Choir.
The group consists of between 25 and 30
9th–12th grade students (plus changed
male voices in 8th grade) from throughout
Northeast Tennessee and Southwest
Virginia, primarily performs predominately
a cappella repertoire in four-part harmony.
The HYE has tackled some of the most
challenging as well as some of the most
popular music from sacred compositions,
folk songs and Broadway musicals. The
ensemble has performed at numerous

churches in the Tri-Cities area, as well as
Rhythm & Roots Reunion, Music on the
Square in Jonesborough, and at the
Biltmore Estate during its Christmas
candlelight tours. In 2006 members of the
HYE sang at Carnegie Hall in the Field
Studies International, under the baton of
Dr. Andre Thomas. In May of 2007 the HYE
traveled to Hungary and sang in the 20th
International Chamber Choir Competition in
Pecs, Hungary. In May 2008 HYE was
proud to host the Pecsi Choir on their
American tour, and in 2010 HYE performed
John Rutter's beloved Requiem at Carnegie
Hall, with Rutter himself at the baton!
Jane DeLoach Morison, MECCA Artistic
Director and Conductor of Highlands Youth
Ensemble, East Tennessee Children's
Choir, and Da Capo received her Bachelor
of Music Education (summa cum laude)
from East Tennessee State University, and
a Master of Music degree from the
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
She has also studied at L'Académie de
Musique de Sion, Switzerland.
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Return Service Requested
emmanuelbristol@gmail.com
www.emmanuelbristol.org
(276)669-9488
700 Cumberland Street
P.O. Box 1376
Bristol, VA 24203
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The deadline to submit information for the AprilMessenger is March 8. Please be prompt.

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II (with
choir)
SUNDAY
FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
9:15 am Adult Forums
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:30 pm Viva Voce!
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10:00 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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Ministry Calendar
Sunday, March 10—The Fourth Sunday in Lent
Joshua 5:9–12 ............................................................................ 8:00 am–Lector, Ellison Conrad
Psalm 32 .......................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Fred Knickerbocker
2 Corinthians 5:16–21 .............................................................................Intercessor, Chris Yoder
Luke 15: 1–3, 11b–32....................... Eucharistic Ministers, Fred Knickerbocker & Chris Yoder
........................................................................................................ Ushers, Diana & Johnny Fuller
Sunday, March 17—The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Isaiah 3: 16–21 ............................................................. 8:00 am–Lector, Frank Goodpasture, III
Psalm 126 .................................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Jerry Medley
Philippians 3:4b–14 ............................................................................. Intercessor, Walt Bressler
John 12:1–8.................................................Eucharistic Ministers, Walt Bressler & Jerry Medley
...................................................................................................Ushers, Melissa & David taverner
Sunday, March 24–Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4–9a....................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Fred Knickerbocker
Psalm 118: 1–2, 19–29..................................................................... 10:30 am–Lector, Sue Prill
Philippians 2:5–11 ........................................................................................ Intercessor, Jim Hite
Luke 19:28–40 ..................................................... Eucharistic Ministers, Sue Prill & Tom Rogers
...................................................................................................Ushers, Margaret & Greg Roberts
Sunday, March 31–Easter Sunday
Acts 10: 34–43 .............................................................................8:00 am–Lector, Harriett Harty
Psalm 118:1,2, 14–24..................................................................10:30 am–Lector, Chris Yoder
1 Corinthians 15:19–26...................................................................... Intercessor, Barbara Bunn
John 20:1–18................................................ Eucharistic Ministers, Tom Hairston & Chris Yoder
............................................................................................ Ushers, Maggie Green & Brad Adams

