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MESSENGER
January 6, 2013:
The Feast of the Epiphany
Dear People of God,
The Epiphany is the second earliest (between the
year150 and 200 in the Christian era) recorded church
festival following that of the feast of Easter. The earliest
record of the feast of Christmas comes from the fourth
century. So it is that in ancient traditions and continuing
on in the Orthodox traditions today, the Epiphany is the
time to celebrate the manifestation of the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. For us, the primary biblical story
that accompanies this feast is found in Matthew's Gospel: the visitation of the Magi. However, two other biblical stories are attached to this feast. The first is the baptism of Jesus in the waters of the Jordan; and the second is Jesus first miracle at the wedding in Cana. Both
were used in worship before the story of the Magi. What
a powerful way to begin a new year!
And it is the ‘manifestation’ or ‘appearance’ of the Redeemer of the entire world that is a fitting way to begin a
new year. Please pay attention, careful attention, to
what we are celebrating for the next several weeks: the
redemption of the entire world, of all creation. As usual,
God's agenda is much larger than ours. The appearance
of the Redeemer in my life is more than my personal redemption. My redemption is obviously important to me,
but it is not the central act in human history. In fact, my
redemption is only a very small part of God's redeeming
of all creation. Too many of us, I fear, follow in the footsteps of St. Augustine of Hippo and his obsession with
his personal sins and salvation. The saints who preceded him were more concerned the bigger picture of
God's creation.
What led me to this particular reflection is the baptism
of a niece’s first child, Eli, on the feast of Epiphany. My
niece, her husband, Eli (and most probably all their pets)
will travel 150 miles to the parish that my parents and
the Eli’s great-grandparents literally helped establish

more than 60 years ago. Aunt Christine, my sister and
deacon in the Church, will be the baptizer. For generations – nearly 100 years of living – worshipped in that
space. This act of baptism creates an image of time, geography and generations, all intermingled, separate and
united together. Both and. I am reminded of the true
scope of the Redeemer's work.
We who gather to worship here at Emmanuel are another piece of the Redeemer's work. It is work that
spans time and space. It is works so huge that at times
it seems impossible for us to finish the task, much less
engaging it on a daily basis. Those first followers of Jesus, those early saints, were no less overwhelmed we
are by God's plan. What gave them the courage and the
joy to attempt something new was their trust in the faithfulness of God to fulfill the promise of God and the work
of God's creation. I invite each of us to hear and take to
hear the Good News stories of this season of Epiphany.
They are eye-opening and life-changing. The story began
before us and will continue after us and we have been
invited to be full participants in God's redemption of all
creation. What could be more exciting?
Faithfully,
Fr. Craig+
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Notes of Interest
Bible Study

New Bible Study starting
January 24.
David’s life extended from
around 1040 to 970 BC.
Second Samuel 5 records
that David was 30 years old
when he became king, and
he reigned for 40 years. The
biblical writers view David as
the greatest of Israel’s kings
and the one through whom
the ultimate king, the
Messiah, eventually came.
This study will begin January
24.
Weekly Bible study is on
Thursdays at 10 am in the
conference room. Please
come and join us!

Supper Club

Hosts are needed for all
months in 2013 except April.
More than one person, or
family can host Supper Club.
Please contact Jane
Bachman if you are
interested
flintmill@chartertn.net or
423-968-7678

Intercessory

Prayers

Names requested to be
included in our intercessory
prayer list appear for four
consecutive weeks. Unless
otherwise notified, names
are removed after a month of
prayer in our public worship
services.
In order to include a petition
in our intercessory prayers:
First, please get permission
from the individual for whom
our prayers have been
requested. The staff needs
permission before an
individual's name is publicly
printed in parish materials.
Second, notify the parish
administrator of your prayer
request, including your name
(as intercessor), the name of
the person for whom our
prayers is requested, and
ideally, before the month is
out let us know what is
happening regarding the
person asking for prayers.
Thank you for your
cooperation. Fr. Wylie
The Messenger
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The Emmanuel 2013 Stewardship Campaign
“The 3 R’s—Reconcile, Recommit, Renew.”
As of January 3, our current pledge total is
$246,715 from 75 members.
If you have not done so already, please
prayerfully consider a generous financial
pledge to the 2013 Stewardship campaign. In
doing so you will honor our rich history; be
present to our purpose; imagine our future;
and acknowledge and strengthen the ties that
bind us together to do the work that God calls
us to do. The Vestry hopes to approve an
operating budget at its January meeting.
Please make your pledge by Sunday, January 13, to allow your support to be
counted in this year’s budget. Thank you if you have already pledged!
As each new person is brought into the community of Christ through baptism one of the essential sacraments - we collectively pledge to support the
candidate’s growth in the faith and to take up their rightful place as a Steward of
God’s gifts. At each baptism we recite anew the covenant as a reminder to
ourselves of the responsibility that we have to each other and to the church.
Please join us in living out together our Baptismal promise and our shared
Stewardship –
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Thank you for your continued support of Emmanuel.
The Stewardship Committee
Jane Bachman, Ann Christ, Elaine Griffin, Ed Hitt, Fred Knickerbocker,
Lucinda Taylor, Julia Rainero, David Taverner, Dave Zochowski.

Note from: Bishop Powell
“We had a wonderful time with all the good folk at Emmanuel, when we were in
Bristol for Neff’s Visitation last month [November]. The Saturday night dinner was a
delight! And the services on Sunday very uplifting – followed by a grand reception.
Thank you to all. You all are in our prayers every day.
Merry Christmas! Dorothy and Neff.”

Submitted by: Elaine Griffin

Family Promise

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch

Host Week

The EEC Family Promise Committee will be hosting a
volunteer appreciation lunch following the 10:30 service
on Sunday, January 13, in the Parish Hall. Anyone who
has volunteered in ANY way for Family Promise is invited
to come. If you are considering Family Promise
volunteering, you are invited as well. Lunch will be soup
and bread.

Emmanuel will once again host the
families in the Family Promise of
Bristol program January 27 through
February 3. If you have never
volunteered and would like to do so,
please contact one of the
coordinators: Susan Early (423-3359406,searly2915@charter.net), René
Rodgers (renehrodgers@gmail.com),
or Elaine Griffin, (tdg3@bvunet.net,
276-466-4436).

RSVP by January 6 to Elaine Griffin (tdg3@bvunet.net or,
276-466-4436). A sign-up sheet will also be available
for replying in the Parish Hall on January 6.

31st Annual Christmas Dinner Was A Huge Success
Thank you to everyone who volunteered for the Christmas Dinner.
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January Birthdays
4 Tom Hairston 5 Dan Bieger
6 Susan Knickerbocker 12
Morgan Armstrong, Tommy
Curtin 14 John Ed Fuller 16
Adrianne Hess, Emma Jones
17 Matt Lavinder 19 Jane
Copenhaver, Chris Yoder 20
Maggie Green 21 Will Dickert,
George Miller, Lisa Tickle 23
Moseley King 27 Lee Vaughn
28 Ron Hurst 29 John Harty,
Lee Wampler

January Wedding
Anniversaries
6 Linda & Mike Riley 8 Audra
& Blair Jones 12 Doris & Bill
Hagey

Prayer Requests
For our parish and families:
Emily Hubbard, Gayle Malin,
Joyce Rodgers, and Peggy
Rogers
For friends of our parish:
Sharon Hatcher, and families
in the Family Promise
program

Memorials
Merle Dickert
Ann Preston Altizer
The Crutchfield Family
Mr & Mrs Allen Rushing
Jerry Goodpasture
Ann Preston Altizer
Dr.'s Austin & Eddy Carr
G. Moffett Cochran, V
Mr & Mrs John Ed Fuller, Sr
Klinka G. Lollar
Marjorie Mitchell
Dr.'s Austin & Eddy Carr
Mr & Mrs John Ed Fuller, Sr
Mr & Mrs Robert Rodgers
Mr & Mrs Thomas Rogers, III
King Rogers
Dr.'s Austin & Eddy Carr
Dr. & Mrs. J. William Rogers
William Creed Wampler, Sr
Ann Preston Altizer
Dr.'s Austin & Eddy Carr
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Cursillo – The Original “Three-Day Movement”
By Jerry Medley

“But grace was given to each of us
according to the measure of Christ's gift.
And His gifts were that some should be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors, and teachers, to equip
the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of
Christ.”
Ephesians 4:7, 11-12
Cursillo is a Spanish term meaning
“short course,” in Christian living. Its roots
are in Majorca, Spain, beginning in 1944,
when a group of Catholic men wanted to
encourage men to participate more in the
Church. At that time, Church worship was
growing more symbolic than practical, and
women were the key participants. The
Cursillo movement would be a method to
prepare Christians for a spiritual pilgrimage, a rejuvenation of faith or journey in
search of moral and religious significance.
Over time, the Cursillo movement
spread to the Anglican, Episcopal, and
Methodist Churches, while other Protestant churches have adopted the Cursillo
Movement principals under different
names.
The National Cursillo Center in Jarrell,
Texas, notes that, “The Cursillo Movement
consists of proclaiming the best news of
the best reality: that God, in Christ, loves
us.”
Cursillo calls for Christians to gather
for a three-day weekend or retreat to return to the original concepts of Christianity. The weekend traditionally lasts from
Thursday evening until Sunday afternoon,
filled with study, singing, listening, and
celebrating the love of Christ.
The retreat takes place in seclusion,
permitting the participants or “pilgrims”
an opportunity to escape the distractions
of normal living. Pilgrims listen to, discuss, and react to a series of talks given
by selected clergy and lay worshipers.

According to the National Episcopal
Organization, Cursillo, “. . . helps to renew
and deepen Christian commitment,” and
provides a substantive, learning experience causing many to feel like rejuvenated Christians, with a strengthened purpose in life with support.
An essential component of the Cursillo
program is the “Fourth Day,” where participants of the three-day weekend gather
weekly and continue basic elements studied during the three-day weekend.
The heart of the Fourth Day consists of
the Group Reunion, the Ultreya, and spiritual direction. Usually three-to-five Cursillo members gather weekly and discuss
the nuances and intricacies of their spiritual journey. Informally, they talk about
the piety, study, and apostolic action in
their lives the previous week.
Some Reunion Groups continue for
years, where they form strong friendships.
So strong are the bonds of some Reunion
Groups that the members feel free to discuss the most intimate aspects of their
personal and spiritual lives, gaining
needed understanding, and support.
The Ultreya is a larger gathering, usually monthly or on special occasions to
celebrate a fellow communicant’s recent
participation in the thee-day weekend and
return to the parish.
Finally, spiritual direction comes
through seeking out laypersons or clergy
to assist them in their spiritual journey
and union with Christ.
Additional information about the Episcopal Cursillo Movement can be found at
the following websites:
http://www.nationalepiscopalcursillo.org/
and www.natl-cursillo.org/whatis.html

Vestry News
The Emmanuel Episcopal Church Vestry met on Monday,
November 19 at 5:15 pm in the church conference room.
Vestry members present were: Brad Adams, Jane
Bachman, Susan Early, Jon Harden, Bob Hardee, Tom
Hairston, Tina Hitt, Julia Rainero, Tom Rogers, Allen
Rushing, Jack Taylor, and Lee Vaughn. Absent: None.
Guests were 2013-2015 Vestry -Elect members: Mike
Blair, Frank Goodpasture, III, Denise Rowe, and David
Taverner.
Approval of Minutes – With the revisions listed below, the
October 15, 2012 minutes were unanimously approved
upon motion duly made and seconded.
 Change Father Wylie’s title to “priest” as opposed to
“priest in residence.”
 Jordan Taverner will babysit in the nursery and will be
available according to a schedule to be determined.
 Foyer project – Should have been referred to as “Sign
project. Change “has been tables and withdrawn” to “has
been tabled and withdrawn.”
Financial Reports - Nat Copenhaver presented the October
2012 financial reports. Two issues were discussed: 1)
Pledge revenues YTD are behind, and 2) Financial policies
and procedures must be upheld by the Vestry.
The 2011 Parish Audit was submitted for review. The audit
was completed by the Audit Committee on November 7,
2012 and will be turned into the diocese once all required
signatures are collected. Tom Hairston made a motion to
accept the 2011 Parish Audit. The motion was seconded
by Tom Rogers. Motion passed.
New Business
2013 Vestry Officers - David Taverner was nominated for
Senior Warden by Tom Rogers. Brad Adams was
nominated as Junior Warden by Tom Rogers. Jon Harden
moved to close the nominations. By unanimous votes,
David Taverner was elected to serve as Senior Warden in
2013, and Brad Adams was elected to serve as Junior
Warden in 2013. Nominations for Secretary were
deferred.
Diocesan Pledge - The Diocese of South West Virginia has
requested that the diocesan pledge be submitted by
December 15. Mike Blair suggested obtaining a disclosure
from the diocese regarding how many parishes pledge and
their respective dollar amounts. Lee Vaughn requested
that everyone contemplate Emmanuel’s pledge status and
be prepared to vote at the December 17, 2012 Vestry
meeting.

Vestry Oath - According to Diocese Canon 14, Vestry
members shall subscribe to the declaration and promise as
stated in the Canon. The Church Bylaws do not stipulate that
the pledge must be signed and others on the Vestry have not
signed it in the past. After some discussion, Vestry members
were asked to prayerfully consider the oath as it is due to
the diocesan office by January 9, 2013.
Committee Reports
Julia Rainero reported the following:
 December 9, after the 10:30 am service, an outreach
project has been coordinated. Miniature Chrismon tree’s
will be decorated and distributed to parish shut-ins.
Ornaments will also be sold that day to offset the cost of
materials. Soup and grilled cheese will be served for
lunch.
 December

16 during the 10:30 am service there will be a
“spontaneous Christmas pageant.” Prior to the service at
9:00 am there will be a parish breakfast to celebrate the
pageant.

Stewardship Update – David Taverner, stewardship
chairman, announced that on December 2 at 9:00 am
there will be a Stewardship Breakfast and Ministry Waltz. 8
ministries will participate in the “waltz” to spread
information about their program.
Wardens’ Reports/Remarks - Bob Hardee requested
information about the letter to the Diocesan Finance
Committee asking for consideration of relief from bills
regarding Mark Frazier as outlined in the accord. Lee
Vaughn has talked to chancellor, but not been given an
official response.
Open Discussion -David Taverner volunteered to contact
the diocese in an effort to discover the processes involved
in the search for a new priest. Once the information has
been gathered, a search committee will be named, and an
initial responsibility will be completing a parish profile. Jack
Taylor made a motion to officially begin the search
process. Motion seconded by Tom Hairston. Motion
carried.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at
6:30 pm.

Operating Budget
Income
Expenses
Difference

November 2012
$45,646.36
$13,478.58
$32,167.78

YTD
$268,336.07
$176,556.36
$91,779.71
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From David Taverner, Senior Warden
I have a dream! Actually, I think I had a dream - a dream
that I had retired from Senior Wardenship and returned to
a life of normalcy. But then, much like Pam Ewing’s dream
season on Dallas, someone woke me up and said I was
still – or am again - Senior Warden. Perhaps, like a dream
scene from the movie Inception, this is actually a dream
within a dream. Maybe I’ll wake up looking like Leonardo
DiCaprio?
So what happened in 2012?
At the beginning of the year, we finished tidying up after
our 30th Annual Christmas Dinner; and have just done the
same again for our 31st. In late January, we celebrated an
anniversary – our 150th as Emmanuel in Bristol. In
recalling humble beginnings in the wilderness, through the
ups and downs of community life, we enjoyed cup cakes
and champagne while reminiscing about our recent past.
Conversations during Lent gave us an opportunity to
discuss and try to make sense of our then-uncertain rector
situation. Bishop Powell joined us on that journey more
than once, and so perhaps he was relieved in November to
complete his final official visitation with us – a function he
has performed at 50-plus parishes around the diocese for
the past 16 years as our Bishop. We wish him and Dorothy
all the best in their retirement. On Pentecost, in May, we
celebrated our first annual Founders’ Day in honor of our
current 1921 residence. In August, we began a major new
outreach ministry by completing our first Host Week as part
of Bristol Family Promise. Rather than focusing inward
during a difficult period in our history, we instead chose to
provide food and shelter to the needy families enrolled in
the program. It has and will continue to be a worthy and life
-affirming ministry for our community. In August, we
received notification of our rector’s resignation; and
towards the end of the year, we said bon voyage to loyal
supply priests – most especially David Booher and Conrad
McNeer - travel partners and friends who had ministered to
us loyally over the previous 12 months. In November, we
celebrated a new ‘old’ tradition of Rally Day as a street
party. In December, we started Advent with our new
temporary permanent (choose your adjective) priest with
the Rev. Craig Wylie, as our CLO-Lite, providing an
important anchor for our liturgical life together. In the
months in between we have laughed and cried; stopped
coming to church and then returned; said sad good byes to
faithful and long-time members; have shared meals and
gossip together; and every week have come together at the
altar rail. A full, eventful year, even if it perhaps felt like an
unsettling dream.
On my personal journey, in September, I was fortunate to
be able to visit St James the Less, in Sulgrave in
Northamptonshire, England. I have heard for years that
our current church building is an exact replica of St James.
The Messenger
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‘Exact’ is an overstatement but there is certainly enough
external similarity to recognize the beginnings for our
architect’s initial plans. St James is very much an English
country church, from the yew trees, church gate and path,
leading to an ancient dark and musty interior. While we
have been in our current building since 1921, St James
reaches back to the 1300’s. The church – along with
village – tries hard to capitalize on its association with
George Washington’s early ancestors; and Sulgrave Manor,
in the village welcomes American tourists most days of the
year. I spent some time with the Warden of St James,
Shrimp Christy, who gave me a tour of the church and
grounds. While dealing with many of the same issues that
our Vestry can relate to – membership, budget, building
upkeep – the Sulgrave parish council is also grappling with
how to respond to modernization imposing itself on the
‘garden of England’: a high speed rail line that will pass
within a mile of the closest village houses; and the
proposed development of a wind-farm visible from the
village which will be a marked distraction alien to the rural
character and peaceful tranquility of Sulgrave. At the end
of my visit, the Sexton allowed me to lock the thick wooden
“Tower” door - perhaps dating back to a much earlier 10th
century Saxon building - using one of those large ornate
metal keys larger than your hand. That I was able to visit
during our anniversary year has made for a poignant and
lasting memory
But, all good dreams and reveries come to an end
eventually; and so, now, fully awake and an unimpeded
path forward, it’s time for us to get back at it. 2013 will
provide us with a new bishop for our diocese. We will have
our own search to conduct, too. In early January, the
Vestry will begin a conversation about our options for a
search and then start the hard work of preparing to
conduct that search. Much like getting a house ready
before it goes onto the market, we will need to make our
own assessments, plans, and purchases to make sure
we’re ready and can attract the best possible candidates
to our community. More details to follow as the initial
planning unfolds.
I finish with a thank you for all who have buoyed our
community in 2012: the Vestry; our outgoing Wardens, Lee
Vaughn and Tom Rogers; our ministry leaders; and to all
who have stayed the course and are ready to do it all over
again.
Using our Stewardship theme as a guide – Reconcile,
Recommit, Renew - best wishes to us all for a safe,
healthy, happy and productive 2013.
Yours in Christ,
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10:30 am Rite II, choral
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5:15 pm Vestry
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10:30 am St. Elizabeth
Guild
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7:30 pm Adult Choir

6:30 pm Youth choir

12:15 pm Holy
Eucharist

7:30 pm Adult Choir

6:30 pm Youth choir

12:15 pm Holy
Eucharist
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12:15 pm Holy
Eucharist
5:00 pm Finance
6:30 pm Youth choir
7:30 pm Adult Choir

9:00 am Meals on
Wheels
12:15 pm Holy
Eucharist
6:30 pm Youth choir
7:30 pm Adult Choir
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3
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10:00 am Bible Study
Conference Room

24
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10:00 am Bible Study
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January 2013
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Council (Roanoke)

4
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emmanuelbristol@gmail.com
www.emmanuelbristol.org
(276)669-9488
700 Cumberland Street
P.O. Box 1376
Bristol, VA 24203
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The deadline to submit information for the February Messenger is January 11. Please be prompt.

Weekly Schedule

MESSENGER

SUNDAY SERVICES
8:00 am Rite I
10:30 am Rite II (with choir)
SUNDAY FAITH FORMATION
9:15 am Catechesis
9:15 am J2A-Youth
9:15 am Adult Forums
WEDNESDAY SERVICE
12:15 pm
Holy Eucharist &
Laying on of Hands
Bledsoe Chapel
CHOIR REHEARSAL
Wednesdays
6:30 pm Youth choir
7:30 pm Adult choir
BIBLE STUDY
Thursdays, 10:00 am
Emmanuel 2nd
Floor Conf. Room
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Ministry Calendar
Sunday, January 6—The Epiphany
Isaiah 60:1–6.................................................. Rite I Lector —Frank Goodpasture, III
Psalm 72:1–7,10–14................................................ Rite II Lector — Lucinda Taylor
Ephesians 3:1–12 ..........................................................Intercessor — Walt Bressler
Matthew 2:1–12 .................... Eucharistic Ministers – Walt Bressler & Tom Rogers
............................................................................ Ushers — Margaret & Greg Roberts
Sunday, January 13—First Sunday after The Epiphany, The Baptism of Our Lord
Isaiah 43:1–7............................................................. Rite I Lector — David Taverner
Psalm 29 ..................................................................... Rite II Lector — Barbara Bunn
Acts 8:14–17 .................................................................... Intercessor — Paul Giesey
Luke 3:15–17,22-21 .......................Eucharistic Ministers – Chris Yoder & Sue Prill
............................................................................................... Ushers — Tina & Ed Hitt
January 20–The Second Sunday after The Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1–5...............................................................Rite I Lector — Ellison Conrad
Psalm 36:5–10 ............................................................... Rite II Lector — Zane Myers
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 ................................................Intercessor — David Taverner
John 2:1–11 ......................Eucharistic Ministers — David Taverner & Tom Hairston
................................................................................... Ushers — Harriett & John Harty
January 27–The Third Sunday after The Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10............................. Rite I Lector — Fred Knickerbocker
Psalm 19 ......................................................................... Rite II Lector — Janet Jayne
1 Corinthians 12:12–31a.................................................. Intercessor — Chris Yoder
Luke 4:14–21 ........................... Eucharistic Ministers — Tom Rogers & Chris Yoder
...............................................................................Ushers — Jane & Nat Copenhaver

